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ERRATA, 



iMtr 1, daie, far 1810 rejad 1809 
P^4:,lki€lii,fatUcmreadUxm 

4, line IB, far Modioa read Medina 
4, line 2^, far in read 9Lt 
6, line 1, far ©ur read one 
6, Unet 24^25f^far westword read westward^ 
^h Una 10, far 200 read 200 
14, Una 4, /cr received read reviewed 
22^ /me 17, /iv stands muf stand 

29, Une 19, >r the river rriwi that river 

30. &ie2,/arthetY»rfa 

96, &ie 8, /or whOe lYiMf whilst 
58, Kne 21, /or natoral read mntual 
W, &ie 1?, far contrived read continued 
W, Une 22, /or century rcarf quarter of a 

72, iMe 5, (after) when! roMf ther« 

73, &ie 4> /or phce reoif plan 
79, Ime 2^ ybr rear rnM? river 

136, Im 8, /or the time mMf this time 
228, Hne 20, far burning read burying 
545, Btu 16, far columns read colunin 
W8, fiiiff 2, /or toal raw/ total. 
*71| Une Ibf far pretty rrai^petty^ 
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ESPrKOBlTCWON. 



: Thi folkming Lett4r^ ham b&m grranged /br 
pidrHeaijm mupfy in their original Jhrm. In 
f^lating ih&eiremnsimces of these &venffat eam^ 
pmgns^^ Ike Wriief has cmoided ^erhtg anyi: 
opmonon ^policy cfGrettt Britain in the aid 
aj^rded t& the Peninef»h^ an4 the manner m 
which that aid has hem appHed, ^tse paget 
la^f be Jhund (0 contain, sw^ty^, asoMer'sJour^ 
tfol (^ the epera^m he hm tsitnes^ed^ of the . 
fkorcke^he ht^pmf^rmed, intervened mih oo 
cmon»f remarks on the mamie^^' and cuttontr^ 
amt the heal scemry efcomi&ies, which Jhem 
the di0icultid:s' of fta'Ci$iHng are kss^ Ipmmm than 
the rest (gf the eonfihenf. He k awmte tfmf 
Mirny of w obsereuthn^, ^leiB.not ha^eeoentke 
reeommendatiem of: n&eeif^ daf where he} mai^ 
appear diffuse in his description of subjects ne^ 
of a military nature, he relies on the indulgence 
of his readers. 
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IV INTRODUCTIOBT. 

The marches of the army have only been gene* 
rally touched upon^ the Writer confining himself 
principally to the route of the 1st division, nnd 
sometimes only to that of the battalion in 'sdMch 
he served; but he has not omitted to detail occa^ 
sionally, the movements of the whole, where he 
has had nn opportunity of doing so with accuracy^ 

In a narrative of this nature; the Writer has 
denied himself the gratification of expatiating 
upon the well known gallantry of British troops^ . 
and the skill and military talents of the leaders 
under whom they fought. Their merits will be best 
appreciated in the hearts of a grateful country ; 
and the historian when recording in his brightest 
page theBATThis. of Talavera, will not fail 
to transmit to an admiring posterity; a faithful 
detail of the splendid atchievements and deeds of 
noble prowess displayed by the warriors of Britain 
throughout every trying hour of that memorable 
day! 
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A NARRATIVE, 



LETTER I. 



The £xp^dt>ti sails from Portsmouth. — Separated in a 
Gale of Wirid; reasseihtlitles at Cork.— Rdfused Permit 
akm to disepibark at Cadi?. — Arrival in the Tagul. 

On Board the Queen Transport, 

' Of Lisbon, March 12, 1810- 

The Expedition embarked at Spithead, 
under the orders ofMajor-GeneralSherbrooke, 
which had been detained for some days by 
contrary winds, sailed per signal in a fresh 
gale at N.E* about noon, on Sunday, the 
15th of Jjtnuary, 1809, under the protection 
of the Niobe frigate and Isis of 50 guns. — 
At 4 P.M. the fleet anchored for the night in 
Cowes Roads ; and at day-break on the fol- 
lowing momipLg, weight and stood through 
the Ijfeedles with a leading wind. — ^The mas- 
ters of the transports went on board the 

B 
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Niobe foi" instructions at noon ; when they 
were infonned, that the object of the expedi- 
tion being of the greatest national import- 
ance, all possible sail was constantly to be 
carried during the day. Before dusk, the 
fleet was off Portland. Next day, while 
standing down Channel, the Niobe made the 
signal for Cadiz. 

From this time the convoy met with baf- 
fling winds and squally weather until the 
morning of the 3Qth, when the whole were 
dispersed in a treraenduous gale of wind ; 
after which some of the transports bore im- 
mediately up for Cork, the appointed ren- 
dezvous. 

On the 25th of February, the whole of the 
missing ships having previously joined, the 
fleet again weighed, and stood out of the 
Cove with a light and favourable breeze, 
which at sun-set had carried them nearly out 
of sight of land. . 

Nothing particular occurred until the 6th 
of March ; when, continuing the voyage 
with a moderate gale, and fair weather, at 9 
A* M. the Niobe telegraphed a large frigate 
passing through the fleet, and shortly after-^ 
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wards made the signal for seeing the land,— 
the rock of I43b6n on the weather bow; and 
for each ship to pass. within hail. Spoke 
the Commodore, who desired a good look- 
out to be kept, ad the French fleet was at ^ 
sea, having sailed from Brest on the 3d in- 
stant. A British squadron had been de- 
tached in pursuit* — ^At noon the rock of 
Lisbon bore east 4 or 5 leagues : Cape £spi- 
chel S.E* 10 or 12 leagues; steering due 
south. - 

By some mismanagement, the PrinceGeorg© 
transport, the head quarters ship of the 
Coldstream Guards fell on board His Majes- 
ty^s ship Isis about H o'clock at night. In 
the alarm naturally occasioned by such an 
event, occurring too at so late an hour, from 
which the most fatal consequences were to 
be apprehended, several of the officers and 
men jumped on board the Isis; but Ensign 
Long failed in the attempt, and was imfop- 
tunately drowned, llie transport soon after 
got clear of His Majesty's ship, with the loss 
of her mizen-mast. 

J At midnight the fleet hauled round Cape 
St. Vincent. On the following morning Cape 

b2 
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St. Mary bore N- E. by E. at the distance of 
7 or 8 leagues. The Niobe under a press of 
sail a-head. At 10 P. M, shortened feail, the 
Commodore having hove to. 

At 2 A.M. on the 8th instant saw thef 
lights of Cadiz. At dawn of day the city 
appeared right a-head, about 5 leagues dis^ 
tant. Tlie fleet ran along the shofe, having 
a beautiful view of the Carraccasj the Isle of 
Lion, arid the inner harbour, itt which lay 
the Spanish men of war and the Fueiich 
prizes. In the distance appeared the lofty 
mountains of Modina Sidonia. A British 
squadron, one ship bearing the flag of Rear- 

. Admiral Purvis, lay at anchor in tiie outer 
harbour. 

At half-past 2 P. M. a lugger from thfe 
Admiral spoke: the Niobe ; immediately after 
which the signal was made to rendezvous in 
the Tagus. At this time the ships itere close 
in with the city, and the inhabitants were 

. distinctly observed enjoying the sea breeze on 
the tops of their houses, which are all flat- 
roofed, in the form of a terrace. 
'■ Cadiz, seated in the extremity of a penin- 
sula, appeared a well-built handsome city, , 
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with «eyeral magnificent edifices. — Our greai 
nec^sary of life iiis wanting; namely, fresh 
water, which 19 brought in boat* at a consi*^ 
durable expense across the bay from Port St 
Mary's. The harbour is formed by Fort St; 
ScibaBtian on the south, and the town of Rota 
on the north; The entrance is strongly for^ 
tified ; and, indeed, every assailable point is 
protected by heavy batteries. — ^The river Gur 
adalette, tKe fabled Leth6 of the ancients, 
fetUs into the bay of Cadiz. 

The master of a transport which had en^. 
tered the harbour, and was boarded by a 
boat from the Britijsh fleet, was infonned that 
a division of troops, under the command of 
Major-Geneml Mackenzie, after remaining 
at Cadiz for upwards of a month, without 
being permitted to land, sailed on! the pret. 
ceding day for Lisbon, This intelligence oc* 
casioned various surmises,; as the conduct of 
the Spaniards, in refusing to admit an English 
force into Cadiz, could not be reconciled 
with what had been previously and industri*- . 
pu§ly prochiimed respecting the* disposition 
of this nation towards Great Britain. 

Ilie^rinjd continuing favourable,- at day* 
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light yesterday the fleet arrived off the mouth 
of the Tagus, About 8 o'clock, the Portu- 
gueze pilots came on board, and took charge 
of the ships. Nothing can be conceived 
iriore delightful than the view of Lisbon in 
sailing up the river. The day was remark- 
ably fine; and, as the fleet advanced,^ every 
object, so late in possession of the enemyt 
forcibly engaged the attention of the British 
troops. At the bottom of the mountain; 
which is called the Rock of Lisbon, stands 
the small town of Cascaes; beyond that, the 
convent of St. Antonio, beautifully situated 
close to the beach, under the shelter of a fine 
grove of pines. Half a mile to the eastward is 
Fort St. Antonio ; and two miles higher up, 
Fort St. Julian ; which, in conjunction with 
the Bugio, a circular battery of two tiers of 
cannon on the opposite side of the channel, 
protects the entrance of the Tagus, and cer- 
tainly presents a most formidable obstacle to 
the passage of a hostile fleet. About two 
leagues above Fort St. Julian, stands the an- 
cient Moorish Castle of Belem ; to the west^ 
word of which, and immediately adjoining, 
a larg|9 halfrmpon battery has recently been 



Digitized by 



Google 



constructed. Several smaller forts line the 
north bank of the river, but the whole are 
coinmanded by superior eminences, conscr 
quently untenable on the land side. At 5 
P.M. the fleet anchored a little above Belem 
Castle, and opposite to the convent, one pf 
the few edifices of note which were not over- 
thrown in the memorable earthquake of 1755, 
at which time nearly the whole of Lisboii 
was destroyed. On this melancholy occasion 
several thousands of the wretched inhabi-* 
tants sought shelter, and were received within 
its consecrated walls. This noble Gothic 
pile was erected on the spot where the daring 
Vasco de Gama received the benedicticn of 
the Patriarch of Lisbon, before he embarked 
on his voyage of discovery. 
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LETTER IL 

v' •*■-'*. ' • • . ■ ^ 

Short Account of Lubon. — ^The Chiirchei, A^n^oct^ Kc.'-^ 
'^ Reported Situation of the French Armies, under Mar^M* 
Soult and Victor. 

Lisbon^ March 16, 1809« 

. Major-Geneeal Sherbbooke having 
previously issued orders, that 'the troops 
should adopt a conciliating mode of conduct 
towards the Portuguese nation in general^and 
pay particular respect to the religioua cere^ 
moniies of the country; on the morning of 
the 13th instant, his division disembarked^ 

The second brigade of Guards, under the 
commaind of Brigadier^General H. F. Carnp^ 
bell, occupied the barracks at Belem. The 
officers* were quartered upon the inhabitants, 
who in general evinced the utmost civility 
and attention to their accommodation. Ma- 
jor-General Tikon's brigade, consisting of the 
2d batallion of the 87th regiment, and 1st of 
the 88th, was quartered in Lisbon, and form- 
ed the garrison of the capital. 

Lisbon is adorned with several handsome 
streets and squares, particularly the Real 
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Pra9a de Cammercio, where is an eqiiestriai^ 
statue in bronze of Joseph the 1st. ; but the 
general appearance of this metropolis cannot 
fiiil to disgust a; stranger, owing to the ex- 
treme filth which meets the eye in every parti, 
and is unpardonable, as its situation on the 
banks of a noble river, from which Lisbon 
derives more important commercial advanta- 
ges than any other capital in Europe, London 
excepted, affords the utmost facility for keep-* [ 
ing the streets perfectly clean. 

Tlie city is of great extent, reaching from 
below Belem, to which it is joinecj by a con- 
tinuation of buildings to Marivala^^ along the 
beach, a distance of nearly seven miles, but 
the breadth is irregular, owing to the high 
grounds which rise up in almost every direc- 
tion from the' banks of the Tagus. The prin- 
cipal street is called the Rua Augusta, ad- 
joining the grand square of the Roscio, iU 
which the Palace of the Inquisition, now oc- 
cupied by the Regency, is situated. Near 
this are the theatres of the Salitre and Ruar 
das Condes. There are no public buildings 
of sufficient consequence to merit attention,^ 
excepting the churches, the generality of 
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which are decorated in a most splendid style. 
And although it may be from motives of po-- 
licy that so much splendour is exhibited in- 
their Religious* edifices, as it must have a 
powerful eflfect on the minds of the ignorant 
and bigotted, yet to adorn the temples of God- 
with all possible magnificence, seems to be 
but paying a proper homage to the Deity. 

The Estrella convent, which was built by 
the present Queen, and the churches of St. 
Domingo, St. Francis, and St. Roque, are 
pointed out to strangers as particularly deser- 
ving of notice. In the latter is the celebrated 
chapel of St. John the Baptist, made entire- 
ly at Rome, by order of King John the Fifth, 
of exquisite workmanship, and embellished 
with the most beautiful paintings, in mosaic. 
The frontispiece of silver chased ornaments, 
had been taken down, and packed up to 
send to Paris, by order of Jun6t. 

Excepting the old castle, Lisbon has no 
other means of defence; works however, 
might be erected on the hills^ forming the 
environs of the city, which would consider-' 
ably retard the approach of a hostile army; 
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but nothing of the kind has as yet been afc. 
tempted. 

At a short distance from the city, is the 
noble Aqueduct thrown across the vale of 
"^ Alcantara,* which supplies the whole of Lis- 
bon with the waters of the Pusilippo. Thi3 
princely specimen of modem arqhitecture is 
above a mile in length, and is supported on 
seventy fine grand arches, the centre ahd 
principal one being upwards of 200 feet in 
hei^t, from the bed of a small river which 
runs under it. Its amazing strength enabled 
it to resist the effects of the great earthquake 
x>n the 1st of November, 1755. 

Thpre are several good taverns in Lisbon ; 
the Golden Lion, La Tour's, Bamweirs, 
.charmingly situated at Buenos Ay res, &c. 

This being Lent, the theatres and opera are 
shut, which is the less to be regretted, parti- 
pularly the opera, as since the departure of 
£!atalani, Vestris, arid Angiolini, the Italian 
theatre no Ignger enjoys its former reputation* 

At Belem are the royal gardens, which, 
.although magnificent, are in too formal a 
style to please an English taste. A few rarp 
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birds remain in the aviary^ but themei^gehr 
rie was. completely emptied by JunAt. 
^ The royal museum still contains a great 
number of natural curiosities, although a 
considerable' quantity had been carried off-^ 
by the French, and v many rare productioiis 
wantonly destroyed. 

Among other objects of attraction in the v 
beautiful environs of Lisbon, is the palace of 
Queluz, a league froip the capital, on the 
foad to Cintra, which place, from the sg^lu- 
brity of its air, is esteemed the Montpelierof 
Portugal. The surrounding country, compri-^ 
sing the rugged mountain, with the convent 
of Pina, is highly picturesque, aind the blue 
waves of the Atlantic ocean, terminating the 
prospect on the west, impart a chara<^ter of 
Sublimity and grandeur to the varied and ro* 
mantic scenery. - 

Two leagues from hence, and seveii from 
Lisbon, stands the abbey of Mafra, cele- 
brated for its fine gardens and extensive li- 
brary. Here the^ court were accustomed an- 
nually to spend a few weeks in siolitude. 
One league beyondy is Torres Vedras^ the 
Turres Veteres of the Romans; 
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A stranger is particularly struck by tha 
apparent deyotipn of the people in the streets, 
who on hearing a bell announce the approach 
of thehost, drop on their knees; and remain 
in that position, however unfavourable the 
weather, saying their prayers and crossing 
themselves until it h?is passed. The several 
town guards are turned out and present arms, 
and the officers ajid soldiers of the British 
army, halt and take off their 'llatSj^ in con- 
formity with the ordCTS issued to that effect. 

At present little is known here respecting 
the movements of the French, except that 
they thresiten the northern ^nd eastern fron- 
tiers of the kingdoijQ.: The Portuguese seem 
to be in a state of apathy, and are apparent-r 
ly taking no measures for the defence of their 
country ; but it is to be hoped, they will be 
roused from this inactivity should the enemy 
actually make an irruptio^ into Portugal. 
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LETTER III. 

The Guards inarch ito Succavem.— Sir John Craddock 
moves his Head Quarters to Lumiar. — Account received 
of Marshal Soulthavm^ taken Oporto.— ^Marshal Beresford 
sets out for Thomar. 

Saccavem, March 30, ISOft. 

A PARTIAL change has taken place in the 
quarters of me army. 

On the 18th instant, the guards marched 
into Lisbon, and were received by Lieut. 
General Sir John Craddock, commander of 
the forces. Two days afterwards the brigade 
commenced its route along the north bank 
of the Tagus. The CoMstream occupied the 
town of Saccavem, and the 3d regiment halt- 
ed about noon at Olivias, a small but beauti- 
ful village surrounded with groves of olives 
and vineyards, two miles in the rear. 

On the 22d, the 3d guards advanced, and 
took up a strong position; the town of Sac- 
cavem, about a mile to the right, and a small 
river running through a deep valley in its 
course to the Tagus, in their immediate front. 
The left of the battalion extended to the vil- 
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kge of UnhoSj, a distance of two miles. The 
walks in the vicinity are delightful, and the 
hedges, in which grow spontaneously the 
Indian fig, the myrtle, and the orange, impart 
a most gratefiil fragrance to the air. 

The commander of the forces has removed 
his head quarters to Lumiar, and the several 
brigades of infantry are drawn in a cordon 
round the capital; the left of the whole being 
at Alcantara. 

General Beresford, who has been honour- 
ed with the rank of marshal, by the Regency, 
is about to proceed with a numerous staff to 
Thomar, in order to organize the new levies 
assembling in that city. 

The intelligence of M. Soult, with an army 
of twenty-four thousand men having taken 
Oporto, creates a considerable sensation. A 
number of the inhabitants of that city and 
neighbourhood, on hearing the approach of 
the enemy, quitted it, and have arrived in 
Lisbon. Among others, the venerable Arch- 
bishop of Braga and suite. The reports of 
the enormities committed by the French oh 
gaining possession of Oporto, almost exceed 
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belief; but they are unhappily too well au- 
thenticated. 

Eyery exertion is making in the several 
departments to enable the army to commence 
active operations. In a few days it is ex- 
pected the troops will leave their present po- 
sition, and take up another ill adirance. 
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LETTER It. 

i^titikitib tlieir Matcti through Alhahdra, Carregada aiid 
Alcoedtr^^ to Iliomtiyor^^^D^ciiptian 6S tbe Counti^ 
on the Route. 

Itiomai/or, April 17, 1809, 

Tnt caitipaign tnay now be said W have 
fcOmtfieWoed, and thus far hare the British 
<idvahcfed into the heart of Portugal. 

On tfcfe morhihg of the 9th instant, the 
ttttiny wad put in motion. The brigade of 
(Siiardsmarchedto Alharidra, three iPdrtiigUeiife 
kagties fclr twelve hiilfes, and arrived about 
otte o'clock. The baggage was carried ori 
inules, no whfeel-^^airiages being allowed iii the 
Mne of march but to general officers. Alhin- 
dra is delightfully sitiiated at thfe baseof a 
r&nge of hills doathfed Vith vineyards. ' 

On the foHdwirig day the Guards resumed: 
their march about nine o'clock, arid soon if- 
ter mid-day went into cantonriients. Thei 
Coldstream and light infantry at Villa Nova 
da Rainha, the 3d regiment at Cari^egada. The 
*oute was through the towns of Villa Franca 

c 
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da Xira and Castanheii^, situated on the 
banks of the Tagus. • 

Next day, General Alexander Campbell's 
brigade consisting of the ^cond battalions of 
the 7 th and 53d regiments arrived at Castan- 
heira. 

After a halt of three days, the division ad- 
vanced at day-break on the 14th to Alcaentre, 
a small town, nearly four leagues from Carre- 
gada. Soon after leaving the latter place, the 
smiling fertile plains of Lower Estremadusra 
were succeeded by a bleak and partially culti- . 
vated district, where nothing relieved the eye 
for many miles but a few scattered cork and 
pine trees. In some parts of this dreary region • 
V^ooden crosses were erected to mark the spot 
where xnurder had been committed, and these 
"sad memorials of human depravity are but 
too frequent throughout this kingdom. . ' 

The dust on this day's march was particu* 
larly troublesome. At one the brigade halted. 
Part of the; 3d regiment was quartered in the 
Chateau of the Conde de Lmniar, a large 
and once magnificent pile, but now aban- 
doned to the care of a few domestics, and 
scarcely habitable. The grounds, although 
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quite neglected, are still beautifur; and the 
situation of the castle embosoiAed in trees, 
was rendered peculiarly striking from its 
bursting unexpectedly upon the viejv, after 
a long march over a sandy tract of country- 

The next morning at daylight the Guards 
proceeded on their route, and at the end of 
three leagues reached this place. The coun- 
try at first bore a similar feature to that 
through which they had marched the prece- 
.ding day, when within a league of the town 
the road led through a deep and . extensive 
forest of pines intermixed with the oli^e. 

General Alexander Campbell's brigade 
marched into quarters here about an hour 
afterwards. 

Riomayor is an inconsiderable town on the 
banks of a small river, which, taking a south- 
erly direction falls into the Tagus below San- 
tarem. 

At the distance of three miles is a cavern 
in a romantic glen, in which several families 
had taken refuge on the first entrance of the 
French into Portugal. There is nothing re- 
maricable in the appearance of the cavern, 
but the surroundingv scenery is inexpressibly 

c2 
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beauftifnl, and ladoraed by Bone vory 

witrcis of twenty feet m circmntevemG. 

&k J^hn Qntddoek with the |HwcippI part 
of title arniy has arrived ^t Ctidas, fiv^c 
lea^gues on the left. 
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LETTER V. 

Convent of St. Dominick al? Batalha.— Lejria<-^Sir Jo^ 
Craddock take% leave of the Army. — Bishop's Palace, &c» 

At four on the morning of the 2lWt in- 
stant, the general beat; and exactly at fiVeJ 
the column moved ofFon liieToadlfejitdingtb 
0]porto. This day's march was long and iSv 
tiguing; about seven leagues ortwenty-eig^t 
miles,^ — the road' one of the best in Pbxtugal^ 
made by order of the Marquis of Pomball 
No water was to be procured on the marchi 
but of this the troops had^ befen previously 
informed; The Guards arrived at Batalhd 
about five o^clock, and nearly the whole wer^ 
quartered in tlie ancient Convent of St Db^ 
minicfc. At si^t, an excellent dinner wad 
servedv up to the officers in the refectory : th$ 
Prior himself, with several of the monks, at- 
tended diiring the repast; After dinner, they 
were conducted to see the body "of Jbhn the 
Second', which was still in tolerable preservari 
tion, although, tha monarch had baen dead 
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upwards of tliree hundred years. The archi- 
tecture of the Convent excited universal ad- 
miration : a beautiful corridor run round each 
story ; and it is perhaps the most magnificent 
specimen of the Arabesque remaining in 
Europe, with the exception of the palace of 
the Alhambra at Grenada. 

Next morning, at an early hour, tha offi- 
cers took leave of the hospitable brethren of 
St. Pominick ; and after a march of two short . 
leagues, the brigade arrived at Leyria about 
eight o'clock. 

This city, seated in a fertile valley, watered 

by the small river Leyes, is the see of a bighop. 

Its first appearance is particularly impressive. 

On a high isolated rock stands the ruins of an 

pld castle,. proudly overlooking the city, and 

. forming a remarkable contrast with the bi- 

ghop's palace, a handsome modprn building 

immediately below, pearly adjoining is the 

' cathedral, wliich has nothing striking in its 

exterior appearance, but is richly decorated 

within. In the palace are a few pictures, but 

pone of any merit. The principal suite of 

apartments opened to a terrace, commanding 

rich and beautiful views of this picturesque 

' country. 
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Considerable anxiety is now felt respecting 
the future operations, and a variety of opinions 
and reports are in circulation. By some, it 
is supposed, that the army will remain quietly 
in Le3rria, coyering tlie capital ; while others 
conjecture, that it is intended to advance in 
the course of a few days to attack Marshal 
Soult in Oporto; although, the situation of 
Victor's army, on the right flank, but on the 
opposite side of the Ta^, seems to preseat 
an obstacle to a further advance in that di- 
rection. \ 

Yesterday, Sir John Craddock set off for 
Lisbon on his way to Gibraltar, of which 
fortress he has been appointed Lieutenant- 
Governor. His Excellency, in general or- 
ders, expressed his entire approbation of the 
conduct of the troops in the trying situation 
in which they were placed; and his deep rer 
gret, at being removed frpm the command 
of this gallant army at a crisis of such im- 
portance, wjiich it was not in the power of 
any consideration to alleviate. 
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LETTER VL 

City^ — Camojenjs.— Monastery of Santa Cruz and I^un» 
nery of St. Clare. — Sir Arthur Wellesley takes the Coni- 
maud of the Army. 

Coimbra, Hf^yS, ISOQk 

Th£ whole o£ the ^my^ with, ths^ ^ssLceptioD 
ef Majpr^General M^c^enjsieVbiigade, whipl» 
had. been detachad to the rights wm aa^^Qln 
bled in Coimbta about the beginning oiM^y* 

Soon aftdr inoroing. piu^de oq tiia 29tb of 
Apnly a sudden opder was issued for^ the amj 
to advance; and, b}( iK)an9 lilie.Guafds^ mth 
General ^chard Stewart's, brigadi^ nura^d 
c^ on the Poad< tQ Oporto in a hi^vy faJl: of 
rain. Aftptr ^ march of four leagues^ 9bfm% 
seve^ in the e^t^t^ng the column halted ia the 
town of- PoHibal/ which possessed not^g 
remarkable but a fine old castle i^ a com* 
manding situation. Next day^ the. troopf 
reached Condeixa about two o'k^lQck; dista^oe 
five leagues. 

At day-breaky on the 1st of May, the di- 
vision resumed its march; and soon after raid- 
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day, amved at Coimbra. From the suijunit 
of a hilU on gainang which, the first vi^w is 
caught of the city, the road led by a windjUig 
direction for above a mile through a wood of 
olives to the bridge over the Mondego; on 
the northern, bank of which Coimbra is situ- 
ated.-r-The appearance of the British troopsi 
was hailied by the inhabitants with the most 
lively demonstmtions of joy. 

This is the seat of learning; for Coimbra 
contdins the only university in Portugal. 
Hev^ Camoens, the pride and boast of liis 
country, received his education; and on the 
fc^afkks of the Mondego, he first wooi^d the 
Mu9Q» ajid composed several of hi^ most ad- 
iQir^ StOimetSt The vale, through which this 
river glides, is of great extent and bfeauty, 
andmi^t; vd4 be supposed to have e;xcited 
the tnpsftri^MJimc ideas in the bosom of thje aur 
til)or. Qf the liU^iad. Qf his attachment to Co- ^ 
^{^i^rQi^oana^ve^ numerous proofs in his 
ir]ri:tii|g9> Wtit peculiar dehght, the poet fire- 
qnently; recurs to a description of the roman- 
titi, scl?|ipry a)nidst whiph in early youth h^ 
i^nghli r$^reat)QP from his Uterary pursuits. 

TJlQiS(»veral ql^iss^ are hqld in the Gol}?g^ 
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of St. PauFs, which had been the Royal resi- 
dence before the seat of government was re- 
moved to Lisbon. The number of students is 
usually about a thousand ; but the whole are 
at present dispersed, in consequence of the 
critical situation of the country. A few re- 
mained in Coimbra ; and about three hundred 
are formed into an armed association, called 
the- Academic corps, commanded by Lieut. - 
Colonel Trant., 

The library of this College is very extensive^ 
and fitted-up in an elegant style. — From the 
top of a high tower, to which the ascent is 
by a narrow winding staircase, a fine view is 
obtained of the isurrounding country, and the 
course of the Mondego, until it falls into th« 
vast Atlantic. 

Yesterday, about two o'clock, the arrival 
of Sir Arthur Wellesley was announced by 
the firing of rockets ; and the bells of the dif- 
ferent churches "immediately commenced a 
peal of joy. Surrounded bj a numerous staff, 
the commander of the forces rode to his quar-^ 
tei^ amidst the acclamations of the people, who 
testified tlie highest delight on beholding the 
ihero of Vimeira^ At night, the city was brilli- 
antly illuminated in honour of His Excellency. 
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The monastery of Santa Cruz, where Head 
Quarters were estabhshed, is inhabited by 
monks of the rich order of St. Augustine. As 
a particular favour, the British officers were 
allowed to see the sanctuary, into which few 
strangers are ever admitted. Here, the intel- 
ligent French Abbe St. Croix, who had emi- 
grated from his native country at an early 
period of the revolution, had taken refuge. 

On the south bank of theMondego, and 
immediately opposite to the city, stands the 
magnificent convent of St. Clare, The nuns, 
who are of the first families in Portugal, were 
much pleased with the* visits of the British 
officers at the grate, and sought to amuse 
them by the spontaneous exertion of their 
talents, in singing and music. Several of them 
were handsome, and would be thought so 
even in England. The peculiarity of their 
dress was certainly unfisivourable to the display 
of their personal charms, and formed a. re- 
markable contrast with the naivetS of tlieir 
ma&ners. 
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EETTEE TIL 

Fotttioa oC lb& Frenchi-^Miiiishgl Baratfoid proooed^ to 
Yizeu. mtb Major-Generid. Tilson'i Brigsui|«.<-^-$lftff:Qf 
tbe Army and Line o£ Battle. . . 

* CoimbrCf Mwf'7, 1809^ 
THBpo&kibn of the enemy, against whom 
it wa» generally supposed the British vrem 
destinM to act in- the first instance, was un- 
derstood to be ais follo^vs: Marshal' Soult with 
the-maan-body of his army, is in Oporto ; and ^ 
his advanced guard*, composed- of' cavalry, 
under the command of General Pranceschi, on 
the north side of the- Vouga. The total num- 
ber of the French is stated at 24,000; butthis 
force is verymuch scattered at present, as 
they occupy Viana on the Lima river, and 
Valence and Tiiy on the Minho. llie latter* 
is an important post, being the ferry which 
cpmmtmicates witb G'allicia-; and they have 
moved alFtlie boats^ on the Minhoj as weffaa 
those which belong to Viana, to this poihf. 

Victor's army is in the neighbourhood of 
Badajos, but not advancing. Major General 
Mackenzie's brigade is stationed at Abrante^; 
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Ab Luskanmn l^on iinder O^oiiel Majnt 
«9 a <;orps of obfieryati^oa ^at i^lc^iitara; and 
the priiicipal part of the Portuguese army hm* 
been collected in the valley of tlie Tagw$. 
There are gun bo^ts ipooi^ed m the river a$ 
high up as Azambujo, manned by thorough 
jbred seam^i, voloateens from the ttaftsports ; 
fSmd this tittle naval force Iim somes long gum 
on the shore attached to it. The lengineds 
have ascertained that Lisbon can be boin- 
barded from die opposite iicights^ ft* which 
purpose the etkemj may pix>bably move a 
corps through the Alemti^o on tiie peain^ula 
betwixt the Tagus find St. Ubes. 

Colonel Trant with about two thousand 
Portuguese is in front ofi the banks of the 
Yftuga,, keeping. a vi^Jaut watch on the move- . 
jBents of the French^ aad Sir Robeat Wilsott 
is also on the river, commi^ding the adva4i- 
ced oorps oi Brigadier General Barcellar's 
division of the Portuguese anny which is sta** 
tioned at Vizeu. 

Several battalions of Portuguese infentry 
are already uaited with the British brigades. 
Manual Bererford^ who came. to Coimbra on 
the arrival of Sir Arthur Wellesley^ moved 
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forward on the morning of the 5th instant, with 
Major General Tilson, and the diviisibn of 
troops on the road to Lamego. Yesterday Sir 
Arthur Wellesley reviewed his army on the 
extensive plain below the city* 

The following is a list t>f the staff of this 
army, arid the order of the line of battle ias 
given out in general orders : 

Lieut. Gen. the Rt. H: Sir A. Wellesley, K.B. 
Commander of the Forces. 

Lieut, Col. Bathurst, Military Secretary. 

Captains The Hon. Fitzroy Stanhope; Lord 
Fitzroy Somerset; George Bouvcrie; and 
C. F. Canning, Aides de Camp. 

Major Generals Sherbrooke; Payne; 

Lord William Bentinck ; and the Honorable 
E. Paget, with the local rank of Lieutenant 
Generals during the continuance of this 
service. 

Major Generals— Cotton ; Hill ; Murray ; 
Erskine; Mackenzie, and Tilson. 

Brigadier Generals — A. Campbell ; H. F. 
Campbell; R. Stewart; Cameron; Fane; 
JDrieberg; and Larigworth. 
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Colonel Donkin, Coloael on the Staff. 



Adjutant Generals' Department. 
Brigadier General the Hon .. C. Stewart; Ad- 
jutant General, Lieut. Colonels Darrock, 36 
regiment ; Lord Aylmer, Coldstream ;' Ed- 
wards, Heimber, 68th regiment ; EUey, Horse 
Guards; Majors Tidy, 14th regiment ; Wil- 
liamson, 30th; Berkeley, andC. Campbell. 



Assistant Adjutant Generals. 

Captains Cotton; Elliot; Dashwood; Graham; 

Cockbum; Mellish; and During, 

Deputy Assistant Adjutant Generals. 



Quarter-Master Generals' Department 
Col. Murray, 3d Guards, Quart. Mast. Gen; 
Lieut. Col. Delaiicey^Dep. Quart. Mast. Gen. 



Lieutenant Colonels Bathurst ; Boxlrke ; 

Majors Blaquiere and Northey , 

Assistant Quarter-Master Generals. 



Captains Mercer; Sutton; Langton; Kelly; 

Heverfield; Scovil; Waller; and Beresford; 
Deputy Assistant Quarter^Master Generals,. 
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The army is brigaded, and i^ill stahd in 
line as follows : viz. 

CAVALRY. 

Lieut. Gen. Payne and Major-tGen. Cotton. 

14th Light Dragoons Colonel Hawker. 

20th dittb Major Blake. . 

3d K.^ Get. Lt. Hussars Lt.Coi. Areiitschild. 

l6th Light Dragoons Colohel Anson. 



GUARDS. 

Brigadier General H. F. Campbell. 

1st Battalion Coldstream Lieut. CoL Hulse. 
1st Battal. 3d Regiment Hon.Col.StopfoM. 
1st Company 60th Captain Haines • 



INFANTRY. 

1st Brigade, Major-General Hill. 

3d or- Buffs Lieut. Col. Muter. 

66th Reg. 2d Bat. M&jor Mmray. 

48th ditto Lieut. Col. Duckworth. 
60th 1st Company 

3d Brigade, Major-Gaieral Tilsoo. 
€0th 5 companies Major Woodgatef 
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88th 1st BatUlion Major Vandeleur. 
ist Battalion Portuguese Greitadiers. 

S7tM ^4 Bstttalimi M^jor GQ^g}\. 

&ik Brigade^ Brigadier--G£ner^ A. Campbell. 

7th 2d Battalion Lieut. Col, Sir W. Myers. 
53d ditto Lieut. Col. Bingham. 

l6th Portuguese, Ut Bat. Lieut. CpI. Oliver^ 

60th 1 Company. 

*♦ ' ■ 

7th Brigade, Brigadier-General Cameron. 
9th Re^meut Lieutenant-Colonel MoUe. 
10th Portuguese, 2d Battalion. 
83d Regiment, dittp Lieut. Col. Gordon. 
60th 1 Company. 

6th Bjig^^de, Brigadier-G^peral R. Stewart. 
♦Detachments 1st Batal. Lieut. Col. Bxmbury . 
l6th Pprtuguese Regiment Lieut. Col. Doyle> 
29th Regiment Lieut. Col. White. 

4th Brigade, Brigadier-General Sontag. 
♦Detachments 2d Battal. Lieut. Col. Copson. 
l6th Portuguese. 

^ The Battalions of Detachments were formed of thos« 
soldiers of ^ir John Moore's army who were left sick in Lis- 
bon, or fell out from sickness in the march through Portugal 
to Salamanca^ and the si^k and stragglers during the retreat 
to Corunna. 

J> 
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97th Regiment* Lieut. Col. Lyon. . /. :' : 
60th 1 Company.., * 

2d Brigade, Major-General Mackenzie. 
27th Regiment, 3d Bat. Lieut, Col. Macleaii, 
45th ditto 1st . Lieut. Col. Guard. 
31st ^ ditto 2d Major Watson. 

KING'S GERMAN LEGION. 
Major-General Murray, 

Brigadier-Generals Drieberg and Langworth, 



ROYAL ARTILLERY. 

Brigadier-General Howarth. 
Lieut. Colonels Framhngham and Robe. 
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LETTER VIII. 

l?irit\Mx)vements of thfe British. — Arrival ot the Guards at 
Villa Nova da Porto. — Passage of, the Doiiro. — Oporto 
^ taken, ,dnd .Retreat of the French Army. . ; 

* ^ • Oporto, May 13, 181 h' 

. After a series of operations, conducted 
:with the utmost rapidity and attended with 
the happiest success, terminated by an at- 
chievement second to none recorded in the 
page of history, either for boldness of con- 
ception or the promptitude with which it was 
carried into execution, — Sii" Arthur Wellesley, 
on the 12th of May, obtained possession of 
this important city. . 

The following is a detail of the movements 
of the British from the hour of theii; leaving 
Coimbra, until the auspicious moment, when 
Lieutenant-General Paget^ with a handful of 
nien, made good the passage of tlie Douro 
in the face of a formidable enemy. 

On the morning of the 8th instant, Lieute- 
nant-General Payne, with the brigades of ca- 
valry and infantry, under the command of 

D 2 
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Major-Generals Cotton and Hill, mardied- 
from Coimbra, the latter hy way of Aviero, 
at which place the infanf ry was to embark for 
Oviar, and turn the enany's^ fight by the roa4 
im the sear<i6ai^t. 

The first and immediate object t>f the coto- 
Slander in cluef^ was to dispossess the enemy 
of Oporto; and while the principal force 
was employed in the attack upon the main 
"body of the f'rehch iti that city^ Matsha) 
^eresford was ditecited to proceed ^th hi* 
division liytamego on ttie Upper l>ottto, atnd 
cross the river at that poitit, fot the pur]^os« 
of diverting the enemy'^s attention. 

On the following day, the brigade oiPGnards, 
widi those of Brigadier-Generiais Sontag, A. 
Campbell, and Cameron, advanced fborti Co- 
imbra .with the "whole of the aitillety and 
stores attadhed to them. BrtgadierXjenerai 
Cariieron took the road of Aviero; theGnards 
lialted about three o'clock at Familicoa, and 
the other Uvo brigades occupied !M;alhieada 
and adjacent villages in the tear. 

May the 10th.— The march of the troops 
was resumed at day-light; and, at two o^cloipk, 
the head of the column arrived upon tlie'bridge * 
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«r«r tlw Voug». Geb^rgls Payne and Cotton 
witk the cavalry t and Coloael Trapt with tha. 
Ptartuguese under hia conMnaJ}^^ ha4 pa^3e4 
the river late oo t^e preceding evening, and 
€wrly this inoriung drove »^ the advanced 
po&ts of the enemy; vho, after malting 4 »hort 
rt«iaitaace, retreated on the roftd to Oporto 
pursued by the^ British- 'J^e HooQvrabJ^ 
Major lincok Stanhope waft wowd^ in^th^ 
arm by a sabre in charging the enemy with 9* 
nquadron of hia regiment, the l6th Jjight 
PragbonB. At six o'clock, the Guards fealted 
in the miserable village of Albegaria Nova, 
where the French had ccmvertedthedwelliiigs 
of the inhabitants into stables. 

May the 11th. — Mueh depending on the 
rapidity of movement, the Guards were again 
under arms at an early hour; and having 
halted to refresh themselves from ten o'clock 
until noon in the small town of PenhieroSy 
about five in the evening they arrived at St, 
Antonia de Arifana, the head quarters of the 
reserve for the night,-r--twenty-four miles from 
Oporto. The pursuit of the enemy had been 
continued by Genor^l Payne to a position^ the 
heights of Grigon^ about three leagues from 
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that city, whence a remforcement wj^ sent 
by Marshal Soult, making their numbers 
amount to nearly five thousand men. Upon 
this body a spirited attack was made by Bri- 
gadier-General R. Stewa;rt, and Major-Gene- 
ral Murray, by a well conducted movement 
with a brigade of the King's German L^on, 
turned the left flank of the enemy ; whoj in re- 
treating, was charged by two squadrons of the 
i6th and 20th Dragoons under Major Blake^ 
led on by* Brigadier-General [the Honourable 
C. Stewart, assisted by Lieutenant-Colonel 
l)elancey, Captain Mellish, and Captain 
Dash wood. The advance of the British took 
up a position on the hill beyond Carvalhos^ 
within two short leagues of Oporto. 

The brigade of Generals A. Campbell and 
Son tag, which halted yesterday in Albeguria 
Velha, were this evening quartered in Pen^ 
heiros. 

The faintest tints of dawn appeared in 
the horizon as the Guards quitted their can- 
tonments yesterday to advance. The intelli- 
gence of the preceding evening had led the 
troops to expect an immediate meeting with 
the enemy; but it was now learnt that he had 
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retired with cbiisiderable predpitation during 
the night, and destroyed the bridge of boats ^ 
across the Douro. The troops continued to 
advance, and entered Villa Nova da Porto 
about two o'clock, when they had the satisfac- 
faction of finding that a part of the irmy had 
already crossed the river in boats, assisted by 
the Portuguese, notwithstanding the vigilance 
of the French sentries, and were at that mo- 
ment engaged with the enemy. 

From the Sierra Convent, situated on the 
south bank of the Douro, the Commander of 
the forces had observed the French-retiring to 
a height immediately above the city, and, with 
the intention of cutting off their rear-guard, 
he pushed three companies of the Buffs across 
the river, under Lieutenant-General Paget, 
who was directed, in the event of being 
pressed, to throw himself into a convent, which 
the enemy could not approach without being 
exposed to a destructive fire fpom some guns 
advantageously placed in the gardens of the 
convent. Tlie result happened as Sir Arthur 
Wellesley had foreseen. The enemy's co- 
lumns, on observing the movements of the 
British, descended from the height to re-enter 
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Oporto; but bj th» tiifti MoJoMxeoefal 
HiU had cr(>BS€d the Douro with his b(iigad<Sf 
whifch he was ^abied td effect with great eo^ 
l^ity bjr the unr^fiailting and Voluntary ek« 
ertionis of the Portuguese iti ilavigating the 
boats. Nearly at the same molneftt a s^ua^ 
ditffii df the 14Mh Light Dragodns, under Ma>* 
Jot Hervej, and. two pieces of artillery, weife 
got oyet, and M^yor-Getiteral Murray^ who 
had passed the river^ a few miles above, with 
a battalion of the Kiftg's German Legion, 
appeared on the left flank of the enemy^ who 
foimd himsdf compelled to retire, but took 
Up a more adyantageOus position, Where he 
seemed determined to niake a stand. The 
Guards now received orders to advanbe^ and 
were embarked as they reachted the Douro, 
imdei- the .supwintiendancfe of Colonel Dpn*- 
kin-, with the most perfect regularity. At 
though haitassed by a fatiguing march of 
upwards of ^ghty miles in four days^ oyer a 
most difficult country, yet no sooner w^re 
they formed on the opposite shdre, than the 
whole began to run up the Bteep streets of 
Oporto, and continued their exertions until 
the head of the column was ordered to 
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halt. In {kissing ^kmgi tihe brigade was 
cheered With repeated shouts of Viva Ingkzes^ 
by the inhabitants^ who hailed the British a^t 
their deliverers, 'The smiles «f the young 
ladies at the b^onies^ their white handker-* 
diiefs waving as the troops approached^ and 
the prayers of the aged^ accompanied with 
tears, for tixeir success, formed a most inter^ 
esting scene. The way was somewhat ob- 
structed by the artillery and waggons of am^ 
munition which the eneniy had abandoned 
in his retreat. Amid these lay the bodies of 
itiie dead and wounded Frraichmen, already 
stripped by the Portuguese, and exhibiting a 
most painftd sight. 

The brigade had only halted a few minutes^ 
when a considerable numb(^ of prisoners, 
jchiefly- wounded, were brought in, and the* 
€nemy, who at first made a shew of main- 
taining his position, finding himself pressed 
on both flanks, retired in great confiisiori, 
after a spirited chaise of the 14tb Dragoons 
by Major Hervey^ towards tliehiD of Valongo, 
about a league in front. There the com^ 
mander of the forces detennined on leaving 
him ibr the ni^t, satisfied witli tlie ^ advaJi^ 
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tages he had already obtained. TheTrerichE 
xnust have suffered considerably' in the action, 
but on the side of the British the loss was tri- 
fting, compared with the importance of the 
victory they had gained, which in less than 
three hours had given them possession of 
Oporto, the second city in the kingdom/ 

After remaining a short time on the ground^ 
the British marched into quarters, and were 
received by the inhabitants in the most hos- 
pitable manner. 

: Marshal Soult was completely surprised in 
Oporto, and consequently had made no arr 
xangcments for the removal of his sick, of. 
whom above a thousand were found in the 
hospitals; It certainly was'in his contempla- 
tion to evacuate Portugal, his arniy having 
;been considerably diminished by sickness ;' 
but this he meant to put in execution at his 
leisure, conceiving himself perfectly' secure by 
,the destruction of the bridge; and Loisou 
iiad been detached towards Amarante to op- 
.pose the progress of Marshal Beresford in that 
direction. Nothing could exceed the asto- 
nisliment and distress of the French Chief, oh. 
being assured that the British were actually 
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crossing ,the Douro, and this bold movement 
was equally unexpected on ithe part of the 
Portuguese. 

:. The conduct of Marshal Soult must b? 
considered as the best eulogium on the me- 
rits of this enterprise, as he is universally 
acknowledged to be one of the best officers in 
Bonaparte's service, and as such, is said to 
enjoy a considerable portion of his raast^'s 
esteem. : • 
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Pttrrait of the En^my to the Bordcs^ of Galiciti.^^Aflw of 
S«}«in9i«if »^^Cptiduct of the Pe»paiJtiy. 

TravessOy on tf^ Northern Froritier iff Portugal, 

May 19, 1809, 

The exertiona of the amy for several d^^y* 
succeeding the xrapture of Oporto, were uute*^ 
mitting, and of the most fatiguing descrip- 
tion. 

The bridge over the Dave having been re- 
paired, on the 14th instant the l6th Light 
Dragoons, the brigade of Guards, and Briga- 
dier-General Cameron's, advanced to Villa 
Nova de Familicoa, on the road to Braga, 
with the intention of cutting off Marshal 
Soult's retreat by that direction into Spain. 
On the march it was understood that the 
commander of the forces had received in- 
formation from Marshal Beresford, of his 
having defeated General Loison, near the 
bridge of Amarante, and that he was pursu- 
ing the fugitives towards Chaves. 

Next day the colunm reached Braga about 
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fioon. Ma»i3ml Sp^khad teken up a positkai 
tit the distimceof a league and a half, »id wm 
mppo^fyi to meditate an ^ubtempt at |mhing 
fhfough the city m thb night, with a view crff 
gettiftg^iiito^iKiadtoTuy^and Valence, Afeout 
tppo ^ the morning, the Frencii dxmre ki tfa» 
out pfiquete ; but this was iiv^)dy a feiBt, af 
tiDsnodiateiy afterwards t^y tcontimied their 
90ute towa^d« the frontiers. At 6iaT the <;o^ 
iiUHh Taardied ; and although ^^ rmn on this 
fetnd the two preceding idays was jveadiy iuxiesi- 
Bant, y43t the spriits of tiie troops were kept 
*ip bj the hope of overtaking tke flying <foa 
^Ims hope wa« partly verified ; fw aboutsix im 
<fee evening the enemy was fdi^ovaped by th©^ 
ad^an<^, posted in (he village a^d adjacent 
heights <)f Sa)ainondi6. Lietuteiia»t«>€okinel 
Fuller of the Coldstream Guards, cQtnuiano&d 
<3ie attack with the Light lu&jiirtry of Ihe 
^brigade, wfeidbi w<Hdd havig to^sn fo}b«^d atp 
fey the lr%tole divisicm; but ^<9tei ^e appwiach 
»f night the French fled, aftar ^iistainisig a 
trifli^ loss. As it cpiitinued to Taim dwBfing 
titeni^t, and 110 <30yer co«hi ^be obtained/ 
fhe trodps were in a iTrwWtT»ii(Sttmfe(rtable fiifco^ 
ation, only to be equalled by that of the de- 



Digitized 



d by Google 



46 . 

feated enemy . Next morning (the 17th) se* 
yeral prisoners were taken in the woods, and 
n considerable quantity of baggage was- 
'found. It was now discovered that the 
French had been enabled to retire by the left, 
over a small bridge, which only admitted the 
passage of one at a time. The armed pea- 
santry had been directed to oppose, the ene- 
my at this point, but, unfortunately, some 
Swiss troops,, cloathed in red, under the com- 
mand of General Reynaud, being mistaken 
for British, were permitted to cross, and by the 
dispersion of the Portuguese, the remains of 
the rear-guard ; were enabled to effect their 
escape, biit many fell over the precipices in 
.the darkness of the night, and were drowned 
in the river Gavedo, which was considerably 
swelled by the late rains. 

About noon the colimm moved forward, 
and at dusk halted in the village of Ruvaens, 
without seeing any thing of the enemy. This 
4)lace afforded very indifferent j^ccopimoda- 
: tion, and there was no possibility of bringing 
for^vard A\irie.for the troops, the advance 
being much too rapid, and the roads so bad 
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as to preclude tKe carriage over this ihomi^ 
tainous district 

\ On the 18th the army marched at day- 
break^ and in the course of a few hours the 
British found themselves again in the track of 
the enemy, who had burnt several village in 
his retreat. A munber of men and horses lay 
dead in the roads, as the French destroyed 
all the animals who, from weakness, were urt- 
able to proceed, to prevent them from falling 
into the hands of the British. At three in 
the afternoon the column, consisting of a bri- 
gade of Artillery, the l6th Light Dragoons, 
the Guards, a brigade of the King's German 
Legion, and Brigadier-General Cameron's, 
was halted for about an hour within two 
ileagues of Montalegre, the frontier town off 
^Portugal. The several corps were then can- 
toned in the adjoining villages, which tliey- 
found deserted by the .inhabitants. Strong 
•parties of French -cavalry had visited them in 
the morning, and carried off all the bread and 
wine they could find. 

This morning the British remained in 

their quarters, it being ascertained that M. 

iSoult had entered Gallicia with the remains 
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€ii his araiy. Major-4Seacral J. Miim^ with 
his Aid-de-Camp, witnessed the retreat of Hie 
«iemj from Mbatale^B; his columns 
marched slowly, and. appeared to be in grant 
distress. 

It jMust ever be regF^tted, that the Bafitish 
^^re not miabied to advanoe imnKediately 
aiW the action on the 12th at Oporto ; i^ien 
Ihe ienemy^ dispirited by his defeat, aiwl as- 
toni^ed at the bold<nefi^ of ^ii" Artiim" Wei- 
lesley's laeasures, might have been alaraied 
io^ an Tsncanditional surrender. But it wais 
fmmd impossiUe to move the army forward 
without supplies of every description, the ra- 
pidity of the advan<5e from Coimbra having 
outstn|)ped die most active exertions of the 
Caofimissariat, and the country dirough which 
the troops were destined to pxnrsue the French, 
notaffinding th^nieansof suWstance. Owing 
to. tbe^e cincuunstances, and the want of. pra- 
dsion in the execution of some important 
orders issued by the cammandfir pf the forces. 
Marshal Soult, although suafrounded with dif- 
iicultim id no ordiioary nature, had the good 
fortune to anamifxUBsh his jescape ; but his di- 
ymm may be ooisaixieiigd .as camj^tely !wps 
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de conlat for the present, and he has lost the 
whol of hw artiliery and baggage. 

In reviewing the events of this short, but 
liiost active campaign, it is impossible not 
to feel considerable mortificiation, that the 
vigorous and well concerted measures, which 
were adopted for the total annihilation of 
the enemy, did not experience a more pros* 
perous result. 

1 The behaviour of tlie Portuguese, who ac^ 
com'panied the British in the pursuit of the 
ehehay, was the natural consequence of the 
vengeance and , deadly hatred, excited in 
their bosoms by the barbarous exciesses 
which the French had committed ; armed With 
any sort of weapons they could pick up, the 
peasantry hung upon the rear and ilanks 
oi the retreating enemy, and put to death 
every stra^ler from the main body, who was 
not so fortunate as to be saved by the ad* 
vanced guard. The French have eventually 
suffered for the cruelty of their conduct ; 
every information respecting the movements 
of the British troops having been, care^- 
fully withheld from their knowledge, by 
the exasperated Portuguese- 
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LETTER X. 

Retoni to Oporto.— -City of Bniga.-^ruelt7 of the Freneb, oi> 
their entrance into Oporto.— rTraits of national character. 

The British commenced their descent 
from the mountains^ on the 20th of May^ 
and in the afternoon of the 24th, re-entered 
Oporto. The weather as they returned to 
the south, became daily more mild and &^ 
vorable ; and in the prospect of getting into 
comfortable quarters, the troops seemed to 
forget their recent hardships and privaticms* 

The Alpine scenery of the inhospitable 
region bordering upon Gallicia and the 
Tiralos Montes, bore a strong resemblance^ 
in many places^ to the Highlafids c^jScotlahd^ 
but on approaching the environs of Braga> 
the face of the country assumed a very dif- 
ferent appearance* At the distance of 8 or 
9 miles from the city, on the high isolated 
rock of Falperra, is seated a small tower^ 
and chapel, dedicated to our Lady df the 
Pillar. This was the position of tlie French 
on the night of the 15th instant, and the 
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Marshal Duke of Dalmatia, was glad to ac^' 
eept thfe (belter of a miserable horel^ x^hicb 
stooid by tbe road side* The towers of a .cOj»i^ 
vent rising out of the wood oii the brow oi 
a fine commanding eminence^ claimed atten-* 
tiofi from its beautiful situation. Braga 13 
watered \by two small streams, the Cavedo^ 
and the Deste. 

The country m the vicinity is richly 
wooded, and the well cultivated fields already> 
^ve pixHnise of an abundant harvest. This 
city b tlifi see of an archbishop, who dis*^ 
putes the primacy with Toledo. The cathe-^ 
dral is a handsome structure. of the Corin- 
tbi«n» having been rebuilt in that order of 
iiTcbitectare about a century before. The 
<wiginal was gothic, of which only one chancel 
remains. On the first entrance of the French 
into, tbe north of Portugal, the archbishop 
directed the satred symbols of their religion, 
to be buried under ground. 

The expulsion . of the Krench, from tba 
handsome city of Oporto^ was the signed fi3r 
the revival of commerce, and the lively 
buntle of tbe now thronged streets, formed 
in agFe^d>le contrast with its appearance^ 

B 2 



Digitized by 



L^oogk 



5^ 



about a fortnight ago. The cruelty 6i ttie 
French is spoken of with tlie utmpst detesfac*^ 
tjfa. On their first arrival, the unarmed inv 
liabitants who .happened to be in the streiets/ 
iv^ere bayoneted without distinction of age or 
sex.' Loison is universally execrated by the 
Portuguese, as the author of this inhumanr 
massacre. 

The foreign merchants residing in this 
, ieity, are particularly hospitable and attentive 
to strangers, who would otherwise be much at 
a loss ; as the higher ranks in Portugal are 
little inclined to associate even with each 
other. This may, in some degree^ be ac-* 
counted for by the extreme indolence^ which 
forms a prominent feature in the character of 
this nation, and is repugnant to the laws of 
polished society. 

» The Portuguese are more superstitious thatf 
the inhabitants of any other Catholic coun<* 
try, and are remarkably fond of all religiou:} 
processions and ceremonies. Few houses are 
without a private chapel, in which mass is 
celebrated at least once a day ; hence the in* 
credible number of the clergy. Every family 
iias a confessor, who not only takes ctare of 
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tteir Spiritual <:;onceins, but the domestic 
arrangements also are O^ten under his eonV 
troul. 

No people in the world are more doi^le 
and submissive to the or4er of their magis- 
trates a:nd superiors ;' and this ready obe- 
dience was found of the greatiest consequencd, 
as facilitating in many instances, £he\ Ope- 
rations of the campaign. 

They are remarkably sober, and seldom 
indulge in any excess. The men wrapped 
«p in long cloaks at all seasons, amuse them-- 
selves for hours in looking out of the win- 
dows, while the women are actively em- 
ployed in attending to their household con- 
cerns. 

In their demeanour towards strangers and 
each other, they are extremely courteous, 
audit is no uncommon thing to see peasants 
conversing with . their heads uncovered^ in 
token of natural respect* 

The Portuguese have always been consi- 
dered the most jealous nation in the world, 
and not without reason ; for they keep their 
wive« in the greatest restraint, which treat-^ 
i»ent is sure to produce aversion and disgust* 



Digitized by 



Google 



In general, the womgn of this country hare 
e decent, anfli most respectable, carriage^ and 
there is nothing in their exterior appearance 
to proclaim the least impropriety of coijduct; 
yet it is well kqown, they make amends for 
the tyranny of their husbands, by occiasion- 
^lly listening, without scruple, to the vows 
pf ^ lover. 4 
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LETTER XI. 

ifarcli of the British to the Sonth at Portugal. — ^Monastery of 
Griioo, Pmhiero, Albegaria Velha, and Xdfga.— Halt ait 
• Cohribnu 

CQimha, 4ih Junf, IQOO. 
On the 28th of May, soon after day- 
break, the guards inarphed from Oporto, 
and l)efQre noon, the 3d regiment halted at 
the tnonastery of Grijon, itt a beautiful and 
finely wooded situation, about four mile» 
from the sea, to which there is a gently 
ilescent. The monks were regular canOns^ 
of the rich order of St. Augustine. At their 
desire^ the provisions wpre given to the cook^ 
0f the convent, and about 4 oxlock, the 
ofHcers sat down to dinner in the Refectory. 
The repast was but indifferent, nothing being 
added by the good fathers, who, in excuse, 
pleaded poverty, and alledged the French 
had stript them of every thing. — Next day, 
the brigade halted at Pinhieros, 4 leagues — 
30th, at Albegaria Velha, 3 leagues— 31st, 
reached Adega, a small town on the banks 
of a beautiful stream. The Coldstream was 
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quartered in the adjacent village of Sardao. — » 
On the following day, halted. June the 
2d, the guards marched to Malheada, 2 
leagues and a half distant from Coiinbra^ 
where they arrived about 10 o'clock yester-» 
day. The men occupy convents, the officers 
are quartered upon the inhabitants, who 
received them with kindness and hospitality. 

The amiable sisterhood of St. Clare,' par- 
took in the general satisfaction, at the inteW 
ligence of Sir Arthur Wellesley's successful 
, operations against the enemy in the north 
of Portugal, as they had felt copsiderable 
alarm oh the first arrival of the French, for 
the saft^'ty of their peaceful and splendid 
ifestablishment* . » 

In a day or two, the British continue their 
march to the South, Abrantes having vbeen 
fixed upon as the head quarters of the arroy^ 
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LETTER XII. 

Through Coivdiexa andPombal to Leyria, Ottrem.-J-City of 
Thoman— Anrire at Punhete.— Reflections on the CampaigiK 

' Pufjiete on the Tagw, IBth June; 1809. ' 

On the morning of the 6th instiint, the 
guards and General Cg^meron^js brigade, 
marched froni Coimbra, iahd passing through 
Condiexa and Pombal as on the former routed 
the guards reached Leyria on the Sd day* 
Brigadier^General Cameron marched by a 
road to the left of these towns. 

On the 9th to Ourem, 4 leagues of a very 
indififerent cross road. The column was de- 
tained considerably by the brigade of artil- 
lery : ten horsey with tiifficulty dragged each 
of the giins up the steep ibank of the Leyes. 
The little town of Ourem is beautifully 
situated on the side of a hill, whose summit 
WPS crowned by the ruins of an ancient 
Moorish castle. * > 

June the IOth> to Thomar,. 3-leagues; the. 
road as yesterday: This city was for some 
time, the head quarters of the Portuguese 
army, under Marshal Beresford. The bri-^ 
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gade was quartered in a fine old convent, 
which is supplied with water by a superb 
aquaduct, constructed for the purpose by 
PhiUp tte 3d. The church, which is ap- 
proached by a noble flight of steps, is a pure 
and costly remain of the iVrabesque. It 
pontains some beautifol paintings; particu- 
larly a Magdalen in one of the pannels : the 
^ood work of the choir, is carved in a rich 
and inimitable style. 

On the nth, the jguards arrived in the 
^jmli town . of Punhete, beautifully situated 
at the confluence of the ?ezere with the 
Xagus.— A bridge of boats lay across the 
former river. 

The whole of the array has been assembled 
in this neighbourhood ; Major-General Mac- 
kenzie's division fprms the advance^ and 
Colonel Donkin's brigade has proceeded to 
Castel-Branco* Reiufprcements are , daily 
expected from Englan^^ and it is the ^neral 
opinion, that the commander of tl»6 forces 
intends to advance iqto Spain ; Victor havjng 
retired from the frontier- towards Madridv 
Mean time, the most active preparations are 
making to re^equip the »rmy for the fieW. 
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A few reflation* naturally occur on thp. 
present situation of a&irs. Six weeks have^ 
scarcely elapsed since Sir Arthur Wellesley 
^sumed the coouiiand of the army. At t\i\^ 
period, Marsh?.! Soult, with a force of ^^OQP 
men, W9» in possession of Oporto and thp 
whole of the north of Portugal ; while Victor, 
with a superior army, hung upon the eastern 
frontier, and might be expected to interposp 
betwixt the rear* of the British ^nd Lisbon^ 
the moment of their iidvance beyond tli? 
]l4k>Qdego. Notwithstanding this imposing 
attitude of Victor^s army, tb« commander of 
tJ;M$ forces proiaptly decidisd on attacking the 
^ce under Marshal Soult. Leaving a cprp§ 
of observation to watph the motions of th? 
former^ he directed- his principal attention to 
4jie north; wbich^ iii the course of a few 
days, was completely freed firpm the pr&eBce 
and dominion of the enemy. After allowing 
}d$ troops a short reppse. Sir Arthur Welles- 
ley hastened tp pl^M^ hi^ army pu jtb^ line of . 
the Tagus ; and this operation was effi^ted 
with a rapidity which has sel^dom been equal- 
led> even in the annals of modern warfare, 
Msurshal Victor, on receiving iatsiligence of 
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Soult's tliscomfiture and subsequent retreat 
'into Gallicia, commenced his march for the 
neighbourhood of Madrid, so that, out of 
the 50,000 French who lately threatened and 
infested Portugal, not a man is left. It is 
but too much the fashion, to estimate the 
importance of any enterprize by the loss 
which is incurred in atchieving it ; but this is 
frequently an unjust criterion, certainly not a 
: fair one, in regard to the services of this 
army, which' have been of the most useful 
and brilliant description, as the result has 
indubitably proved i . .; 

The several brigades of infantry are now 
formed into 4 divisions, under the command 
of the senior general oflficers with each* ^^ 

1st division, Lieutenaiit-^General . Sher^ 

broofce, is compDsed bf--^ . , * . 

The brigade of guards,^ , > . . : 

Brigadier-Getieral Cameroh^s ibrigade^ 

King's German Legion. - -; 

. 2d division-?^ . .,,- 

Major-General Hill, ; , , I 

, . ^rigadierTGeneralB. jStewartt •\ 
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3d division — 

Major-General Mackenzie,. 
Colonels Donkin* 

4th division — 

j Brigadier-General A» Campbell^ 

Colonel Peacoche* 

' Colonel Peacoche being appointed com^ 
tnander of Lisbon, was succeeded in the 
command of his brigade by Colonel KemmiSt 



Digitized by 



Google 



62 



LETTEft Xm. 

Advance of tli^ British into Spaio.-7-Tbe Guards reach to Castel 
Bnuic«» through Abnmles, tof^$^6, Sohriettt l*otmosa» and 
Sazedas. . . 

ThjI situation of the enemy having been 
perfectly ascertained by irjtejligettce from 
General Cuesta, Sir Arthur WelleSley ad* 
vanced with the army from. Abrantes. on 
the 28th of June, in several divisions, and 
by different routes; the countiy through 
which the line of march la}^ being unfa- 
vourable to the movements of large bodies, 
from the difficulty of procuring supplies. 

The 2d division, under the orders of 
Major-General Hill, and the German legion 
oh successive days with the artillery, marched 
along the south bank of the Tagus, which 
they crossed at Villa Velha, by a bridge of 
boats, Brigadier-General A. Campbell's 
route was on the north side, and the march 
of the guards and General Cameron's bri- 
gade,^ forming part of Lieutenant-General 
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Sherbrook^*8 division, was on the direct road 
to the frontier by which Junot entered the 
kingdom, and experienced such difBculties^ 
as obliged him to destioy a great niimber of 
his guns. 

After a pleiasant halt of a fortnight, the 
guards marched from Punhete on the Sftb 
of June, and reached Abrantes, two leagues 
distant, by 9 o'clock. — ^Latter part of the 
road extremely hilly .—The ^d regiment was 
quartered in the convent of Religieuies of 
St. Clar^. 

At half-past 1 on the followipg m<)rning' 
the generale beat, aftd by 3 the column wa* 
formed on the road leading to Castel Branco* 
At 9 the troops halted and hutted in a 
wood of pines near the village of St. Po^ 
ftjringo. 

June thti 2^h the troops advanced at th€f 
same early hour as on the preceding day ? 
and about 4 halted in the little town of 
Costif ada. This day's march was six leagues^ 
the road very hilly, and the troops in con- 
sequence Were much fatigued. About Sr 
o^clock ft trettiendous thunder storm came 
OU, accompanied witb lightning and heavy 
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rain* ^ The Coldstream and G^ireral Came* 
ron^s brigade halted at Cardagos, seven 
miles in the rear. 

June the 30th, at half-past 4 A.M. the 
Sd regiment marched, and about 8 o!plock 
reached the miserable village of Sobriera 
Formosa, 2 leagues; where being joined by 
the Coldstream, at 11 the column advanced 
to Sazedas, 4 leagues beyond. At 1 the 
troops defiled tlirough the strong pass of 
Montegordo, defended by several redoubts, 
and a Portuguese battalion ; and soon after 
crossed the river Alvito^i Jc^ee-deep, ' At 5 
P,M# halted and went into very indifferent 
quarters. The town was complett^ly deserted 
by the inhabitants, who had fled to the 
mquntaitt^ with all their effects,, by order 
of the government, on the French making 
their appearance at Alcantara. ,Next day 
the brigade moved out of the town to the 
side of an adjoining hill, and constructed 
Jiuts, At 2 this morning the guards were 
again on mard), and arrived at Castel Branco^^ 
3 leagues, about 11 o'clock. The. troops 
were hutted a mile^beyotid the city. The 
country around Castel Brancp is fertile, and 
abounds in cattle^ 
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In general the roads of Portugal 9.re iai 
very bad order, and the distances between 
towns computed in an arbitrary manner, as 
the league Taries in l^ogth from 3 to t' 
miles.— ^The patriotic cares of the Marquis 
de Pombal for the improvement of his 
native country, had suggested the necessity 
of good roads thi'oughout the kingdom ; but 
since that minister's decease non« of his^ 
many excellent plans have been ^adopted* 

The reports, current here are^ that the 
French have concentrated their forces at 
Talftvera, to the amount of 45,000 m^n^ of 
which dumber Joseph Buonapaite had 
brought ^^000 frpm Madrid^ after pillaging 
ihe city^ 
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LETTER XIV. 

The Britisb enter Spain at Zarza Major, and; arriye at Piacentia, 
where the whole of the army is concentrated^ 

^ Placmtk,16thJul^, 1009. 

' At half-past 1 on the morning of the 3d 
instant, , Lieutenant-Gehetal. Sherbrooke's 
division was; in motion on the road to the 
frontier, and about noon halted at Lddiero, 
a village consisting of a few houses, 4 
leagues distant from Castel Branco — the 
road very good, — On the march the column 
forded the Ponsul, where Junot lost 200 
men, it being much swoln at the time of 
his advance into Portugal. 

July the 4th. To Zibriera 3 short leagues. 
The troops contrived to bivouac at the end 
of each day^s march, and were particularly 
fortunate in having fine weather throughout. 

July the 5th, at half-past 2 A.M. the 
column was in motion, and after a march of 
2 leagues passed the frontier town of SaU 
vatierra, situated on an eminence. Soon 
after, fording the small river Elja, which 
, here forms the boundary of the two kipg-? 
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doms, the division entered the Spanish ter- 
ritory, and proceeding over an uncultivated 
plain, arrived a;t Zarza Major, 3 miles from 
the river, about 10 o'cldckt The troops 
went into the huts which had been con- 
structed fey Major-General Mackenzie's 
'division, a league beyond the town: here 
they halted until the morning of the 7th, 
when the division moved forward about 
2 o'clock. This day^s march was through a 
delightful country, part of an ancient royal 
forest. At 10 halted and hutted within a 
mile of the town of Montalegar, situated 
^n the banks of the Allagon, over which 
-there is a good bridge of 7 arches. This 
little place-had an appearance of cleanliness 
superior to what was usually seen in the 
villages of Portugal ; it had onfce been for- 
tified, but the works were now in a ruinous 
state. 

JiUly the 6th. At 1 tliis morning the 
column advanced, and about 8 o'clock 
passed through Coria, a town of some note, 
and hutted fur the night in a wood, about 
a mile beyond. . A column of dust on the 
road to Placentia, marked the route of 
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Genial HUl's diymon.'— Coria Btantjs im iCft 
fE;ley9ted ^itu^tioQ, and about a quaiter of a 
juile distaoi runs the Allagon, which an 
earthquake had caused to desert its fijriqer 
.qhapnej, so that a handsome bridge ^f if 
arches is now rendered useless. At the 
entrance of the town i^ a .monastefj, of 
Fl-anciscans, whose personal appearance eer^ 
tgijply bespoke the poverty of their order. 

July the 9th. An hour afttr jhidnight 
the generale h^at, and the colamn/ l^ft in 
front^ passed under an arch of the bridge^ 
flod proceeded on the road to Placeatitv 
At uoon the troops forded the AIklgon>» 
T^hich was attended with some delay, afc 
the river runs broad aqd' deep. About I 
halted and butted on the gide of a hill 
fadng the town of Oalisteo, at the distance 
of ^ tpile on the south bank of the Xerte. 
The division remained on this ground the 
two following days. On the lOth a report 
reached ^he camp of the Spatiish army* 
coromanded by General Blake, having bee» 
defeated by Su<?het. Sir Arthur Welle^Iejr 
had gone from Flacentia, accompanied 
by Colonel Murray, QuarteivMaster Gene-r 
ral, to hold a cojifecence with Cuesta, 
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whose headr quarters are at Almaraz, on tlie 
Tagus ; his advance under the Duke of 
Albuquerque at Arzobispo. ' 

On the 12th of July the division marched 
to Placentia, 10 miles of good road. The 
peasantry id this district were employed in 
cutting down the corn. 

The division after crossing the bridge ovfer 
the Xerte, passed under the walls of the 
city to a wood about a league distant, and 
hutted. The whole of the infantry, except 
Major-General Mackenzie's division, which 
continued to form the advance, was assembled 
on this ground. 

The city of Placentia has many remains 
of Moorish architecture,^ particularly the 
great church ; it is completely walled round 
with circular towers at short distances, but 
unprovided with cannon, an4 the works are 
ihouldering rapidly into decay. The. streets 
are narrow, yet the houses are of a good 
stile, and have a pleasing air of cleanliness. 

There are two bridges over the Xerte, one 
of seven handsome arches. Water is con- 
veyed into the city by an aqueduct of . very 
ancient construction. 



Digitized by 



Google 



7^ 

A striking difference is already perceived/ 
betwixt the personal appearance and manners 
of the Portuguese and Spaniards^ clearly in 
favour of the lattery wha seem af a more 
manly character. 

Provisions are tolerably plentiful^ and 
vegetables in abundance. Indeed the dis*- 
trict of Placentia is considered one of the 
most luxuriant in Spain. Wine is brought 
into the camp daily in great quantities, but 
of an inferior quality.— By a wise regulation 
the price of every article is settled by the 
Alcadesj and affixed in the market place to 
prevent imposition. 

^ Ice is procured from the mountains,~at the 
foot of which the troops were encamped^.. 
Even at this advanced season their tops are 
covered with snow. 

In a valley not far from the city, stands 
the celebrated Jeromite convent of St. Juste» 
into which Cbarles V. after alarming all 
Eurcfpe for upwards of a century, by the 
terror of his arms, retired with a few do- 
mestics to end his days in penitence and 
{irayen 
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This day the 1st battalion of the 48th 
regiment, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Donelan, marched into camp in 18 days 
from Lisbon^ leaving only four men sick on 
the road. 
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LKTTEIt XV. 

The British forma. Juncture wHhCuMta'sAimj^ and anjv« af 
Talavera dc la Reyna.^-PositioH of the French, and Plan of 
the intended Attack. * . . i 

Talavera dc h Rtynar 22d Jufy, 1B09« 

An hour before day-light, on the 17th of 
Jiilj, the British quitted Plaeentia, and after 
a march of two leagues, the infantry halted 
near Malpartida de Plaeentia, on a plain, 
where was not a single bush to shelter the 
troops from the scorching heat of the sun* 
Water was very scarce and bad'. 

Brigadier General Fane,^^ with the brigade 
of heavy cavalry, was advanced 2 leagues in 
front, 

July the 18th, the amiy moved from their 
ground at half-past 3 in the morning, and in 
four hours reached the Tietar, which was 
crossed by a temporary bridge ; the one of 
boats being rendered unserviceable by the 
Spanish peasantry, on the appearanfce of the 
French. At 2 P. M. the troops halted, and 
hutted close to the river. The commander of 
the forces, with lus staff, passed the columns 
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to Mayadas, a small viUage about a mile be- 
yopd. General Cueata's army crossed the 
Tagus ttiis morning at. AlmaraZ) according to 
the place of operations concerted betM^xt 
him and Sir Arthur Wellesley. And Sir 
Robert Wilson, whose corps had hitherto 
preceded the advance of the British^ moved 
by a ro»d to the left, after passing the 
Tietar. 

A little wine was this day brought into ^ 
camp by the peasantry, but nothing besides* 

July the 19th, the army was agaiti in mo^ 
tion before day^light^ and proceeded u&til 
noon along the banks of the Tietar, 10 a Ime 
parallel with the march of the Spanish army* 
The heat of the sun had been extremely op-* 
pressive for these three days past. After a 
march of twelve hours, the troops halted itt 
a beautiful wood, near the village..of Centi-* 
mtig). It waa generally understood, that the 
French out-poats were at the distance of 
only 5 leagues from the advance of the Bri« 
tish under Major' General Macken^ie^ who^ 
supported by Gaoieral Fane's brigade of heavy 
cavalry, was about three miles in fit>ut of the 
^tam bod}'.. ^ , , 
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By the latest* information received of the' 
enemy, it appeared th^t Victor had made the 
following . disposition of his forces, amount- 
ing> according to report, to about 30,000 
men. 

His advanced guard of cavalry occupied 
the city of Talavera de la Reyna. 

His right flanked by a rising ground, and 
secured by heavy artillery, rested upon the 
Alberche, which protected his front, the line 
being extended along the banks of that river 
to the Tagus, and eastward in the direction of 
Toledo ; in the neighbourhood of which city, 
Venegas, who had been detached by Cuesta, 
with 18,000 men. Was directed to arrive on 
the 24th instant. 

The intended plan of attack was formed on 
this information. 

General Cuesta*s army supported by the 
British cavalry, was to force the bridge over 
the Alberche, and attack the left of the enemy 
whilst the British infantry forded the river in 
front, and endeavoured to turn his right. ^ 

Venegas, after gaining possession' df Toledo, 
in which the enemy was supposed to have 
left a very inconsiderable force, was to pass 
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the Tagus, and place himself betwixt Madrid 
and the rear of the French army, co-operating 
if possible, with Sir Robert Wilson, who had 
been for some days at Escalona, with the Lusi^ 
tariian legion, consisting of 2000 infantry, 
500 cavalry, and a few field pieces. Sir Ro- 
bert had succeeded in opening a communica-* 
tion with the capital. 

July the 20th, the army moved forward at 
3 in the morning ; and on leaving the wood, 
entered a long extensive plain, which reached 
to Oropesa, 6 leagues distant. About 4 
o'clock the column halted a mile beyond 
the town, after a most fatiguing march. . A 
strong piquet of French' cavalry had been 
here on the preceding evening ; and at their 
departure this morning, they plundered the 
town, and carried off all the bread and wine 
they could find. 

In the course of this afternoon, Cuesta's 
advanced guard entered Oropesa, and the 
junction of the two armies was effected. 

July the 21st, the generale beat at the 
usual early hour, but after the troops were 
under arms, the march was suspended to 
give time for the Spanish army to take a 
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pomtioti in front of the British* About 
half-past 10 o^^clock the army of Estrema- 
vdtira halted to refresh, at the distance of 
half a league, in number S5jO00^ including 
70OO cavalry. The infantry appeared strong 
able bodied men,, but deficient in discipline. 
They are the same troops Vho behaved so 
well at the battle of Medellin, on which oc-- 
casion the conduct of the infantry was cool 
and resolute, and they positively turned the 
left vring of Victor's army ; but the cavalry 
gave way when their services were most 
wanted. 

At 4 in the afternoon the whole of the 
troops were, drawil out, and General Cuesta, 
with his adjutant-general 0-Donaghue, ac- 
companied by Sir Arthur Wellesley and his 
staff, reviewed the British line* 

The Spanish leader appeared an infirm old 
man, so much so that he is obliged to be 
lifted into his saddle ; and as he cannot re- 
main long at a time on horseback, an ancient 
family coach drawn by 6 mules, is in con- 
stant attendance. - 

Greneral Cuesta is said to possess the efl- 
ttre confidence of his troops, and this may 
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be. the reason why he has been seFected to 
command an army of patriots^ which ought 
to have an officer of youth, vigour, and 
talent at its head^ The DuJce of Albuquerque 
who commands the cavalry, is esteemed an 
active officer, zealous in the cause of his 
country. Report speaks highly of the mili- 
tary talents of General O'Dotoaghue. 

This morning the combined army was iq 
motion before day^break, and advanced 
along the extensive plain towards Talavera* * 
Few olScers had ever previously seen so large 
a body acting as if by one impulse, and 
marching in one direction. It was in truth a 
sublime and magnificent spectacle^ and thet 
occasion was calculated to eiKcite the most 
exalted ideats in a soldier's bosom,, , ' . 

About 6 o^clock a heavy cannonade com- 
menced in front, and continued at intervals 
until 3 in the afternoon ; & little before which 
the combined nrmy bivouaeed within a mile 
«nd ft half of Talaverai whence the eqemy 
wajs dislodged in the course of the morning, 
by the advance of the British smd Spaniards, 
The French caiyalry retreated over the AU 
ijerche dosely pursued. . ^ 
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LETTER XVI. 

lPfc« Combined Army moves from the Wood of Olives, to the 
: Banks of the Albearche.— R^tteat of Marshal Victor.— Biitisli 
. Out-post9 at C^elegas.— The Spaniards occupy Santa Oialia. 

^ Talavera A h Riyna, 2Qth Jufy, 1809. 

Exactly at 4 in the morning of the 23d 
instant, the several divisions of the army 
moved out of the wood in which they had 
reposed the pi?eceding night, and were 
halted almost immediately afterwards. At 
8 o'clock the troops again advanced, and 
about noon, arrived near the ruins of an 
old convent, within 2 miles of the Alberche, 
on the opposite bank of which the enemy 
was posted in force, when an order was 
given for the British to return to their former 
ground. This unexpected movement occa- 
sioned a variety of reports and surmises. 
By some it was said, that Sir Arthur Wel- 
lesley and Cuesta had disagreed, and the 
Spaniards were averse to engage on a Sun- 
day; others asserted that the preparations 
of the latter, were not complete, and that 
he waited for ammunition : however, it was 
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generally utiderstood, that the position of 
the French was to be attacked on the* fol-^ 
lowing, morning. 

An hour after midnight, on the 24th of 
July, the army assembled without beat of 
drum, and advanced left in front, in silence 
and with the most perfect regularity to the 
expected attack. .About 6 the guards 
arrived within sight of the Alberche, 'when 
they perceived with surprise, that the enemy 
had abandoned; his position, and was in. full 
retreat- . The commander of the forces, and 
Lieutenant General Sherbrooke had passed 
the Alberche with a considerable body of 
cavalry, and Major General Mackenzie's 
division of infantry, and hung on thereai: of 
the enemy^s retiring columns. The advance 
of the British halted at the village . of Case- 
legasi 1; league beyond the Alberche. Cuesta 
pujjhed forward his out-posts, 2 leagues fur- 
ther to Santa Olalla, late the headrquarters of 
Marshal Victor. .. 
\ jLfter halting for orders until noon, during 
which interval, the oflBcers crossed therear 
to see the French huts, which .were remark- 
able for the ir neatness and regularity ; the 
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troops returned to their former' pQsiti(>n» o» 
the Wood of Olives. It was now a subjecft 
of general regret that the French h^d not 
been stacked on the preceding day, eten 
without the conoperation of the Spaniards. 
Whatever was the, real cause of this retro- 
gade movement, the disappointment of the 
troc^s at hot being led against the enemy^ 
whom they had made so many harassing 
marches to come up with, was very appa- 
rent. An advance however, at the present 
moment, was doubtless rendered either unne- 
cessary or impracticable i>om circumstances, 
which Were known only to the commander 
of the forces. Indeed the difficulty of pro-* 
icuring supplies for so large an army might 
liave prove<l an insuperable obstacle. Sd 
far hitherto^ had success attended the move- 
ments of the allies, that the enemy found 
himself compelled to quit his position on the 
Alberche, which the appearance of Cuesta^s 
force alone would never have/e£6ected. 

In the course of this day, the conduct of 
the Spanish leader was very generally com- 
mented upon. He was cohsidered a man of 
strict honour^ and to possess an invincible 
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l^rttred to the French; .but his dilatory «i*id 
half digested ni(efcsui*e8. did not Beem calciu*^ 
lttt«d td bo of much service to hi* coutttry* 

I'aluverft de la Reyna is a krg6 town with- 
several handsome strefets^ bat ah air of deso^*- 
lation and ruin reigned throughout; niafty of 
the homes weh; desertedj a^d the Apfjfcarafece 
<Jf the Whole pla<?e presehted a sad ^ieture 6t 
th« lavages of wfer^ wlileh feeemed 16 have* 
befett Ifi a peculiai' ittatitieJ: inflicted bi\ thi* 
devoted tttWtt. The French troop* during 
their lit Ay, had been guiky of the gteatefet^sji*- 
cei^s ; a tiumber of hou^ei^ were completely 
destroyed^ ftttd the f*ui^rtitute burnt fof fueL 
In every quarter were to be seen marks of 
the devastation they had committed, which 
must have imprinted a lasting hatred in the 
minds of the unfortunate inhabitants* Even 
the satisfaction felt by those who remained in 
the town at being delivered from an enemy 
who had caused them so much misery and 
vexation, could not prevent an air of melan- 
choly from appearing in their countenances 
on viewing the destruction of property and 
the havoc 'made on all sides. The Pla^a de 
TToros, where the bull-fights and other exhi^ 
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bitions were held, was now a scfcne df tlitf 
greatest desolation. In contemplating the spot 
where the Spaniards enjoyed their national 
amusements, it was impossible not to feel 
regret at the sad change that had takee^ 
place. 

The cathedral, a handsome modern build* 
ing, remained uninjured; the French being 
contented with carrying off the splendid orna- 
ments used in their ceremonies of religion. 
A very fine altar-piece by Murillo, excited 
universal admiration. In the church of St* 
Antonio, the enemy destroyed every things 
and converted it into a barrack for infantry^ 
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LETTER XVII. 

Battle of Talavcni.*— Positions of Ihe Reispective Armies.— TItf). 

, Enemy foiled in his repeated Attempts to turn the left of the 
British make.s a Grand Attack upon the right and centre.— 
General Sherbrooke's Division advances to the charge with 
bayonets. — The Brigade of Guards having advanced too far 
under a heavy fire, sustain a considerable loss, and retire, covered 
by.the first battalion of the 48th Regunent. The French retreat 
during the night. — On the following morning General Robert 

, Crawford's Brigade of Light Infantry arrived. 

*Talavera delaReyna, 2QthJuljf,lSQ9^ 

O IT the 26th instant, a heavy cannonade, 
commenced soop after day-light, and con*- 
tinued until 4 in the afternoon, when the 
commander of the forces, who had rode otit 
a,t an early hour, returned from the field in 
high spirits. The action was betwixt the adr 
vance of the French and the Spanish out^posts, 
which fell back upon the position heretofore- 
occupied by the ejiemy on the Alberche, 
The Spaniards lost from 3 to 400 in kil- 
led and wounded; several of the latter werei 
brought into Talavera in the course of the 
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The cannonade was renewed next morn^ 
kig, the 27th; and the Spaniards, covered^ ' 
by the British cavalry and Major-General 
Mackenzie's division of ftifeintry, continued 
to^ retire npon ttie town. As the day a^l-'* 
vanced, the intention of tlie ensetny to try 
the issue of a general engagecaent beca,ai^ 
m& longer doubtfol ; and about 5 P. Mr his 
columns, which moved forward after crossing, 
the Alberche witk great Rapidity, having, 
approached withki 2 leagues of Talavera, 
the several divisions of the British arrays 
viefe placed in the positions -previously cho- 
sen, where they remained awaitmg the at- 
tack. 

Brigadier-General Alexander Campbell^ 
with two brigades of infii»try,: was posted 
on the right, near an unfini^ied redoubt ^ 
the Guards, General Cameron & . brigade^ 
aad the King's Gerasiaft Legio»,^ formed the 
ceirtne, under Lievitenant-Geoeral Sber- 
brooke, and Major-Genend Hill'^s division, 
e^fttepded along the rising grounds on the 
left, flaftked by a heavy batttry. Major- 
G^tteritl Mackenzie, who commanded . th6 
advance, had previously witlidpftWB bi«^ 
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troops after the whole of the Spaniai'd« ttr 
crossed »the Alberche; and this moveineat 
was executed with the utmost judgment and 
ability by that ^Uant oJEcer/ His divisipD 
formed a second line m rear oif the centre* 

The cavalry w«as tiomraanded by Lieu^ 
tenant-General Payne^ Major-General Cofe- 
ton & light brigade^ supported the irigbt and 
centre, Brigadier-General AnsonV and tlm 
lieavy brigade under General Fane, were oa 
the left. 

Brigadder-GFcneial Howarth commanded 
the royal artillery^ and the several hatteyieis? 
were under the superintendance of Lieu- 
teiiaiit*«Col(»elsEobe a^nd Fraili^lingbam. 

The ground in front of the British watg 
fMrindpaUy a^pen^ but intersected with road^ 
leading to the town, and tlie bed of a' 
H^mall river, which bad beea formed by the 
winter torrents^ and was at pd^etent diy. 

The Spanish infantry formed in Iwo lines;> 
and supported by the kinged jregiment orf ca-« 
vfdiy, were posted beliiad the mud enfCloK 
»ar€» of the olive ^oi|£Mb and vineyards^ 
extending fromi ike right of General Akx> 
^nder Carapbeirs positiorn tor the t^lpwrter 
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and town of Talavera, which they also oc^ 
cupied, having their right flanked by the 
Tagus, 

' The Duke of Albuquerque was in rear 
of the left of the whole line, with the main 
body of the Spanish cavalry, and Lieutenant- 
General Don Luis Bassecourt was subse- 
quently placed with about 3,000 light troops 
in the valley below the left of the British, 
to keep in check, a body of the enemy who 
appeared in the mountains beyond, which 
were, however, at too great a distance to 
have any effect upon the impending con- 
test. 

The Spanish army was commanded by 
Cuesta, General in chief, and the several 
divisions of infantry were under the orders 
of Lieutenant-Generals Don Francisco de 
Eguia, second in command, the Marquis 
del Partago, Don Rafael Maglano, and Don 
Juan de Henestrosa. 

The French army,* in number nearly 50,000 
strong, was commanded by Marshal Victor, 
assisted by Marshal Jourdain and General 
Sebastiani, under the direction of Joseph 
Buonaparte, in person. 
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About half-past 6 o'clock, the eneiii^ 
appeared in considerable force on the heights 
opposite the centre of the British line^ and 
opened a heavy cannonade of shot and shells, 
which was instantanepusly returned from the 
principal battery placed on a commanding 
eminence in the rear of General Hill's divi- 
sion. At the same time, the French made 
a vigorous attack on the left, where after a 
most obstinate con&ict, they were completely 
repulsed at the point of the bayonet. The 
enemy also pushed forward several corps of 
infantry, supported by a strong division of 
cavalry on the right, with a view of carrying 
the town of Talavera, in which object he 
foiled, and was driven back by tlie fire from^ 
the Spanish batteries. The cannonade con** 
tinned on both sides until dusk. 

In the course of the night the enemy made 
a second assault upon the height; from^ 
whence, after gaining a momentary possession 
he was dislodged by Ger\eral Hill, with pro^ 
digipus slaughter. 

. At 2 in the morning the Spanisl> line .was 
farmed at all points^ by the approach of the 
pnemy's light troops, who were received with 
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# Tsm\i discliargo of «iu«quetrf , which ceased 
iaft^QUt 10 i«iauteH> when the silence of ni^fc 
Igwn prevailed on the field of bat del 
. A^ length d^j-»Ughfe broke upow the ccm»-» 
IftftdiBg^ra^i^^ who were dr^wa up opposite 
to esK^h other i« the positionsthey respectively 
Q0evipi0d »t the begiwjing of the aclioa an 
the preceding evening. About 6 the etn 
gageaieDt \i^ r«»ewed> »nd eontiaued witli-rt 
^t interwission, until U o'clock, when tlio 
fiiping ce^ed, «s if hy mutv^^l consent, he 
j>ea?lty thyee houis, duting iirhich interval, 
tj^e French appeared to be^ employed, m 
cooking., and the 3riti»h artoy repo&ed on 
the grounds, seemingly ^^^rdtess of the 
enemy's presence. It ^v«^ at Uus tiroe also 
the wQVK^ded were carried off to the rear» 
and while engaged in this painfttl duttyj the 
[British and French soldiers shook bands with 
€#<jh other, and espije^sed tlieir admiratioQ 
<vC i^ gallaa^try di&pWyed by the troops o£ 
hpth hfttion^, Tive prtj>cipal ellQrt& of tl« 
French throughout the morning were ageua 
^f«cl{f^ up©ft the left; bul M^joiNGcaeral 
Jim aH«fi«»o6iUji cepelied every attemdqpt to 
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turn his position, and obliged the eoeiny to 
retire with coR3iderable loss. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley with his staff, ob^ 
^eryed tl)e progreaa of the battle on a hisight 
to the left of the British line. From thw 
point he witnessed every movement that 
wa$i m^Cx and in the midst of the hottest 
fire issued the necessary orders with his 
cl>araeteristic coolness and judgment. Two 
of hi* Aides-de-Camp, Captains Bowverit 
and Burgh, were wonnded by his side* 

At I P. M. the enenay was observed bring-* 
ing up fresh troops and forming his coIttmns» 
apparently for tlie purpose of i^newing the 
action ; ^n^ in fact about 2 o'clock, the 
Erei^keh again advanced under a heavy cannocH 
ade, and naade a general attack upon the 
whole of the positk^n occupied by the 
British. 

The enemy's attaeking^ colttmns on the 
right had arrived within a short distance oi 
th^ u^mshed redoubt, when General Alex«« 
ander Ca»s^pbeU made a vigorous charge with 
hi3diYision5 stuppotted by turo battalions: of 
Spa^nsl^i infantry, and dstyve them back with 
the loss of their artillery. 
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The efFarts of the enemy on the left were 
equally unsuccessful as before, and a charge 
made by Brigadier-^General Anson with the 
23d light dragoons and German hussars, upon 
a solid column of infantry, although attended 
with a severe loss to the former regiment, had 
the effect of checking their further advance 
in that direction. 

Meanwhile the centre was warmly engaged; 
Exactly at 3 o'clock several heavy columns 
advanced upon this point, and deployed with 
the utmost precision into line as they entered 
the plain, which lay betwixt the heights 
occupied hy t\\e hostile armies. This wa» 
the grand attack, and on the first indication 
of the eneniy*s intention, General Sher- 
braoke gave directions that his division 
should prepare for the cliarge; * At this 
awful moment, all Was silent, except a few 
guns of tlie enemy, answered by the British 
artillery on the hill. The French came on 
over the rough and broken ground in the 
valley, in the most imposing nianner and 
wifh great resolution, and were met by the 
British with their usual undaunted firmness. 
As if with one accord the division advanced 
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«gainst the enemy, whose ranks were s^peedily 
broken, and thrown into confusion by a well 
directed volley. Thar impetuosity of the 
soldiers was not to be repressed ; and the 
brigade on the immediate left of the guards 
being halted, that flank from its advanced 
situation in the eagerness of pursuit, became 
exposed to the enemy, who had already 
given way, and deserted his guns on the 
hill in front, until observing this part of the 
line unsupported, the French rallied, andl 
returned with increased numbers to their 
attack upon the centre. 

Brigadier-General Harry Campbell now 
gave orders for the guards to retire to tbeir 
original position in line, and the 1st battalion 
of the 48th regiment was directed to cover 
this movement by the Commander oif the 
Forces, who saw and provided for every 
emergency during the tren>endous^ conflict* 
Foiled at all points, the French withdrew the 
remains of the columns which had been uh«- 
successfully opposed to the centre ; they 
however continued the fire of their artillery, 
jand the engagement which had been renewed 
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Uii$ loorning with the rismg of the 8uti» ceased 
only with its settiog^ 

About 6 in the evening, the long dry grass 
Ij^ying caught fire, the Qames spread ra{iH;<lly 
pver the field of action, and consuoted in 
their fatftl progress numbers of the dciad and 
wounded. 

A dim and eheerless moon threw a feint 
lustre over the $<iu rounding object* after the 
close of day. Snaall parties were s(^nt out 
to bring in the wounded; the emtskj was 
en^ployed in a similar manner, and had made 
large fires along the whole front of his ex* 
tensive line. 

The troops lay upon their arms this second 
nighty without provisions of any kind— rwatef 
even was scarce. It was fully expected that 
the French would renew the attack in the 
mornings butt they retijred under cover of the 
night, leaving in the hands of the liritish 
SO pieces; of ariillery, and soHie prisonersi. 
Their rear g^ayd,; consisting of cavalry, alone 
irenaained oiv tlie liglit bank c^ the Alberche 
at day-*bfeak« Thie retteat wa8> eeztajdaJy 
conducted with ability^ and was not generally 
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known in the British army until long after 
the enemy had abandotied his position. 

This brilliant victory, over an enemy so 
iaikiitely superioj; in nunibers, has not been 
achieved withotft a considerable loss both of 
valuable officers and meii. That of the 
eiiejijy^ however, to judgp from the appear- 
ance of the field, must be immense. 

Soon after 8 o'clock, the British quitted 
their positions in the fielcJ, and agahi hutted . 
in the Wood of Olivesi. About 9 the light 
brigade under General Robert Crawford arr 
rived, having marched 1 2 Spanish leagues in 
the preceding 24 hours. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Infonnation received from a French Officer taken prisoner.**** 
Beport of Marshal Soult advancing on Plac^ntia. 

Talavera de la Reyna, 1st August ^ 1809. 

Motives of curiosity induced several 
oflScers to visit Talavera on the afternoon 
of the 29th of July. The town appeared 
almost deserted ; here and there a few 
soldiers were walking about, looking for the 
quarters of their wounded comrades. The 
houses were for the greater part shut up ; 
the inhabitants previous to the engagement, 
had fled across the Tagus with their most 
valuable effects, and were not yet returned. 

The French are said to be continuing their 
retreat. From an officer who was taken 
prisoner on the banks of the Tagus, the foU 
lowing information has been obtained : 

When the combined army arrived in front 
of Talavera on the 22d of July, 
Marshal Victor*s force amounted to 28,000 
Joined him from Toledo , . 8,000 



Carried forward J 6,000 
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Brought forward . • . S6,00a 

On the 25th two regiments of cavalry, 

the Uth and 26th infantry , 3,00a 
Joseph Buonaparte -arrived on the . 
afternoon of the 27th, with the 
guards from Madrid . . 8,Q(X)' 

'f otal number of the enemy engaged 47,000 

Joseph retreated on the evening of the 
28th, and slept at Caselegas. 

On the 29th his guards moved forward 

to Santa Olalla, when they halted for the 

riiffht . . . :. • 8,000 
Late on that day a division was sent 

off towards Toledo of • . 9.000 
Killed and wounded on the 27th and 

28th, fully . . . ♦8,000 

Remains with Victor . . • 22,000 

The above facts stated by this officer accord 
with the' information received from two dra- 
goons taken with him, examined separately, 
and also with the intelligence obtained from 
tlie Alcalde at Cebolla, who is known by the 

* It is certain the loM of the French in killed and wouaded 
at least 14,000. 
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mftgistrites to be a true patriot ; to a dtr^ 
tainty Joseph is off, but whether to Madrid 
or Toledo this officer does not know. It is 
equally certain that a strong divisioh was 
sent oflf on the evening of the 29th, to sustain 
Toledo. • 

jSebastiani. had a command in the battle, 
and Marshal Jourdain remained with Joseph 
Buonaparte until he quitted the field, Victor 
commanded under the immediate direction of 
Joseph. , 

The Frendi array is in the greatest distress 
for provisions, and the troops have had little 
bread from the day they were first driven out 
of Talavera, and none from the 27th until 
the Slst, when four thousand pounds of bis* 
cult arrived from Madrid, and a farther sup- 
ply was expected, but is supposed to have 
been taken. Tlie whole of' the French from 
Victor down to the lowest soldier, are dis- 
contented with Jtlie war in Spain^ and all wish 
to return to their own cpuntry. 

On the arrival of Joseph ou the 27tb, be 
publicly reproached Victor for not having 
beate<i or t£iken the British and Spanish armies 
alreiady, and assured the army that this 
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fthblild be done on tlie 28th. He 'wSte seen 
on the evening of that day retiring from the 
field, the picture of melancholy and disap- 
pointment. 

This prisoner heard Victor say, on the 
afternoon of the 28th, that he felt himself 
abandoned by Soult. On the 30th it was 
known in the French army that the latter 
was coming round by Placentia with 12,000 
men. 

When the troops came from Toledo to join 
Victor, there vera only 1500 left in that 
city, and Joseph withdrew the whole of the 
garrison from Madrid, except about 3000 
men,* of whom a part were stationed in the 
jfort of El Retiro, 

It caused'much consternation in the French 
army to hear, during the engagement, that 
Toledo was bombarded by V^negas, (whose 
operations were restrained by an order of • 
the Junta,) and that the British had been 
reinforced by General Crawford's division. 

General Morlot was killed, and Lapige 
received a mortal wound on the ^tb, ^f 
which he died the next day. An ittimense 
number of Colonels and Field Qfficers^ were 
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skilled and t^ouo4^ ; m^ the oldesfi soldl^^ 
ip the French array declared the day after^ 
the syctioii that they had nevei? seen more de*» 
termined fighting ; and all agreed that in the 
war with Sj^^in thi^ was the first time they 
had rapt with soldiers. They wondered 
where the Spaniards were ; as their positioft 
was covered with woodr 9^^ allies we^e. no* 
seea by the^FFeneb. 

The sick and wounded of the army are icb 
a shocking state; and this prisoner thinKathe 
retreat 4s suspended to. give ^» much tiflae as 
possible ,t;o send away the wounded, which ia 
almost impracticable,, as. they have ^c^eely: 
aiiy means of gonveyance^ 
^ All letters from France are opened by 
Qrdeif oi Joseph Buonaparte, a«d those 
burned whidi contain bad niews- f .he French 
army, however, has heard of ]^apQleo]|% 
defeat in Austria. 

The yepQrt of., this day is^ thaf; Mac&hal 
Soultis advancing. with 12 oc 15,000 n^en oa 
PlaceQtiaj, from which he wa^ onJy JO kftgyes- 
4i>t^t on the S^tii .ultiina. ^ : 
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. LETTER XIX. 

Re tfieat iof tiyr CtoibiMd Amy, to tli^ Souti Bstikof tlie l^tts.-^ 
. Paiticulari of the Maroh.-^u^ta resigns h» €oiinnai|d.^T1>Ci 
British PrLraners of War treate(l with great humapity by 
' Marshal Mortien - 

It is now necessary to turn from a coii^ 
siderAtion of the spl«idid victory obtaiaed 
over the tr&ops of France, on the plains of 
Talavera, to a relation of the cyetits which 
f^auaed^a galiant and successful British ariDy 
to retire precipitately, from the sceae of their 
late triuiiiphS) ai^d act upon the defensive. 

During the stay of the army at Talavera^ 
both before and after the action^ the >sup|ili^ 
gf^vety Jj^md bad been very insufficletif, and 
tim iahabitants of that towt9i «vineed n« 
^isposttien to reliiivetfa^tvaiitsof the British, 
and ito asrcommodata the sit:k and wound^. 
Thfiir ttoaaornl fmiu Tiila*WA ^ thewiftiif e, 
was become an object of t&0 much inletj^^ 
^ be . any longer, driajned, particiilarly, ba 
by Marshal SouIt*s arrival at Placentia, 
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the provisions expected from that quarter, 
and for which arrangements were made by 
the commissariat", had fallen into the enemy's 
hands* 

On the morning of the M of August, the 
Btrtish army moved from Talavera ; but for 
im hour after the troops were under arnis, 
they remained uncertain, whether it was 
Sir Arthur Wellesley's intention to advance 
tiponr Madrid, or proceed against Marshal 
Soult, jn the contrary dir^tibn. Their 
doubts, however, were soon at an end, for 
on leaving the Wood of Olives, the army 
began to retrace its former steps, and about 
2 in the afternoon again halted near the town 
of Oropesa. Although by this retrpgade 
movement, the British were of necessity 
compelled to leave behind a considerable 
number of their sick and wounded, yet less 
anxiety was felt on this account, as^ they 
relied on the Spaniards keeping Victor in 
* check,, should he^ on being informed of Sir 
ArthurWellesley's depajrtiire,ag^in attempt to 
advance : besidear, uiider any circumstan^esi 
[\% would .not h^ve been consistent with 
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humanityi tot have attempted the removal 
of more of the sick and wounded than w*ere 
really brdught off* ' v 

i* Guesta, whose force remained nearly entire, 
having taken little share in the action, 
promised to maintain the position which the 
British had so successfully defended, but 
in a few hours after their march, the Spanish 
leader abandoned hi« post, and, with . the 
whole of his army, followed the rpute of the 
British. 

This conduct of General Cuesta, increased 
the embarrasments of the situation in which 
the British army was already placed by 
Marshal Soult's arrival at Placentia, and all 
hopes of any effectual co-operation being 
now at am end, the commander of the forces 
determined to withdraw liis troops over the* 
bridge of Arzobispo, with a view of covering 
Saville and the South of Spain, and at the 
same time, to preserve the communication 
open with Lisbon. 

, In pursuance of these objects,: on the 
following morning the march was resumed,' 
afld after having experienced considerable 
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British army Arrived io the vallejr Atateied 
by the Elmonte, on the llth in4taiit. 

Although them caa be do pl^aitaro in 
d^liftg on the parti«ulacr& of a march p«t^^ 
fbnncd mflder inch circuiiistai^cfts^ yet, pet- 
ba^p6, a det^l of the daily progress made by 
the Britiiili troops, through these it^hospitabld 
motintaiDs, may pfove i$omewhat i^t^etting^ 

At day*brteak on the 4th instant, the troop» 
were under arms, but did not move ftotn 
^0 grmind on which they Sivauaeed iUrtil 
9 o'ctecfc. A vety small quafttity of bread 
tfras issued to the anny, which the«i marched- 
down 2 leagues to the bridge of Ar^sobispo, 
avd crossing the Tagus, halted for the itigbt^ 
o» the opposite badK:. II wa/S' ^^port^d^ 
t^t the Spaniards on the approach of the' 
eMOiy, had femoved the btidge o^ Akttai'az, 
and l»any expected the me at this plobe 
would h*te btten d^stroy^, |h^. mate e^ti^ 
ually to secure the rear. 

August the dth. The troops advaisfced 6 
leagMs ovd¥ a difficult eouutry, and about 
4- m th^ aftem6«)H bmuac^ ott a hill n^ 
the village of Valdela Cosa. 
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August the 6th. l^his day's march 3 
leagues only was through A mountainous 
district. About noon, the column halted 
in a foraantic spot, n^ar the small river 
Dlbor. Several working parties ivere em- 
ployed in dragging the artillery «p th^ 
heights until a late hour. 

August the 7th. The country, this day^ 
was even more mountainous and tugged than 
that through which the army passed yes- 
terday, consequently little progress ivas 
made. The heat was excessive, and thd 
troopis begah to sink u^der their Fatigues. 
The army had been without bread oti xh6 
5th aiid 6th. A small quantity df flour \vaii 
received yesterday, but no wine could b^ 
procured to raise the drooping spirit* and 
recruit the exhausted fetrfcn^th of tile sdldiers.' 
Among other reports of thfc day; it was saicifj 
that an officer had efosSed the Tagusi aiid 
observed the march of the i'reiich over Hh^ 
plaiti, in the direction of Ar^bispo^ 

August the Stfi. Although the troojp^ 
assembled at 4 ift the liiortiitig; yet the marcli 
wa^ deferred aearly 5 hburs^ to give the 
artillery time to ascenfd the heights .-^Abbut 



Digitized by 



L^oogle 



104 ' : 

noon, belted on the banks of a small stream, 
a league fro^i Deleytosa. The villages 
through which the British had passed, since 
leaving Arzobispo, were nearly deserted and 
ruinous.-— -Not one article of the necessaries 
of life could be procured in any of thenir 

August the 9th, At 5 the troops were in 
inotion.«i— About 8 o'clock passed t}ie town 
of Deleytosa, and halted 2 miles beyond, 
in a wood on the left of the town of Truxillo^ 
situated on a hill, apparently at the distance 
of61eague3r 

A very inadequate proportion of flour and 
biscuit was issued yesterday, but the troops 
received a tolerable supply of the latter this 
morning. 

Marshal Soult, after making an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to force the bridge of 
Arzobispd, passed the Tagus with a body of 
cavalry, at a ford about 2 miles above, and 
surprised the Spaniards in their position. 
. The latter retreated, after a slight resistance, 
pursued by the French. It was feared, the 
whole of their artillery would fall into the 
enemy's hands. The Duke of Albuquerque, 
had arrived at head quarters* 
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In the general Orders of this day, the armj. 
was informed) that the charge of three-pence 
per diem only would be made to those troops 
who had not received their rations regularly, 
^inee the 22d of July, During the march, 
a number of bullocks, sheep and goats were 
driven forward for the daily consumption of 
the army.. The provisions were cooked over- 
night for the following day, and being divided 
into messes, each man carried his dinner in 
his tin. This was ip; general the arrange- 
ment throughout the campaigu. 

August the IQth.* This day the troops 
halted, but were kept in readiness to move at 
a moment's notice. It was asserted, that the 
Frepch were jftiarching to'' the South, by the 
way of Guadaloupe. 

J August, the 1 1 th* Yesterday's halt proved 
extremely serviceable, from the repose it 
afi^rded to the troops and to the horses of the 
artillery, whose labours had been very severe 
for some days past,— The Spaniards indeed 
declared, that the road by which the army 
Qiarched over the mountains, was imprac- 
ticable, but, contrary to their opinion, the 
whole of the artillery and stores were ultimately 
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brought forward. Maay horses di^d fr6m 
fiitigue, and tite troops, in several places, were? 
obHged to drag the guns and ammunition 
waggons tip tli€ heights. 

The tfoopiS moved off their ground at dfty-^ 
light, and about eight o clock, came upon thfe 
high rofed from Madrid to Cadiz, one of the 
best in Europe ; shortly afterwards passed the 
ruined village of larac^jo, where are the 
femains of a Moorish castle, and halted aboul} 
mid-^day ort the binks of the Elmofafe. — ^Head- 
quarters at laracejo^ ^ 

Marshal Soult is again iil Placeritia, find 
his out-posts at Cbria^ Some Bdtish soldiers, 
who Were left sick in that city, fell into his 
hands, but have since made their escape, ind 
arrived at Zarza Major, where Marshal 
Beresford i» At present, with the two brigades 
of infantty, under the command of Generals' 
Ligiitburne> tod Cattifi Ci-awford. Sir 
R. Wilson has tetired into J^ortugali after a 
severe aetioft with part of Ney*s corps, near 
the Pas& of Banos. The French have tlieir 
piqqets on the right bank of the Tagus, Oppo- 
site t©' AIntarazf, wbefe General Robert Craw- 
ford is stationed with a division in advance. 
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His men bathe in the riyer, and exchange 
civilities with the enemy, without receiving 
the smallest molestation. 

Cuesta has thought proper to resign the 
command of his army, and is succeeded by 
Gtofiei'ai Egtiia. 

By the courttsy oi M^shal Mortier, whv 
commands at TaJavera, accounts hare been 
reeeivid of the w<>tiAded. He has placed 
sentspies 6ver the qtaart«rs of the cfficerst and 
hospitals, to p^erent a^y of thdr pmperty 
being pillaged, and has adtanced money to 
some out of his own pocket. 
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LETTER XX. 

Tnuillo.— Tomb of Pizarro, &c. * 

Truxilh, 20f A of Augu^, 1809. , 

This morning, soon Rafter day-break, the 
1st and 4th divisions of the army quitted the 
valley d'Elmonte, in whicU they had halted 
since the 11th instant, and after a march of 
4 leagues, reached Truxillo, close to which, 
the troops Mvouaced for the night.. 

Truxillo was formerly a town of some note, 
but is now only famous for having been the 
birth-place of Pizarro, at whose house, in 
the square, the commander of the forces 
fixed his head-quarters. In the church of 
Santa Anna stood the monument erected to 
his memory, which was entirely demolished 
by the French. Small pieces of agate, of 
which the warrior*s tomb ' had been con- 
structed, lay scattered about. Adjoining to 
the church is a deserted nunnery, and a little 
beyond, the ancient Moorish castle, now a 
heap of ruins. ' 

Mr. Dillon of the Commissariat, who 
WB5 taken prisoner by the French on the 
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27tb ult. at Casalegas, and subsequently 
effected his exchange, arrived this day from 
Talayera. This' gentleman brings pleasing 
accounts of the wounded, who receive the 
most humane treatment from the enemy. 
The British prisoners are allowed to have the 
first choice of all articles brought into the 
market; and in every possible way, their 
comfort and accommodation has been in-* 
variably attendfsd to. 
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LETTER XXi; 

Roi4e pf At Britifb to ]Vlaid9.--<^ort fvcoount of Oiq Romvi 
Antiquities ia that City.. 

On the 2l8t instaBt, the divisian marcbed 
^leagues ta the viJiagc of Casas del Euci:to 
d^ Santa Cruz. 

August the 22d, to Mayadas^ 4> leagues^ 
sub Jove as usual. — On the following morn- 
ing, the division arrived about noon oa the 
banks of the Guadiana, and halted opposite 
Medellin^ at the foot of a handsome bridge 
of twenty arches. This day's march was 
nearly 4 leagues. Two miles from the town 
is the field where a severe engagement was 
fought, in April last, betwixt the French 
army, under Marshal Victor, and the army 
of Estjremadura, commanded by General 
Cuesta ; in which, the latter sustained a 
signal defeat. 

Medellin is a small town, with a fine 
Moorish ^castle on an eminence, rising ab- 
ruptly from the banks of the river. TJie 
whole face of the country, from the valley 
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4'Elt»Qnte, was without wood, and the 
greater part uncultivated, so that it h dif* 
icult to conceive whence the ©umerouf 
towns aad villages in this district, drew their 
fuel and sob&ii^tence. But th,e saoiae obser-* 
vation equally applies to the whole of Spain 
through which the arn>y marched, very dif- 
iferent in appearance from the fertile valUes, 
the rich corn fields, and vineyard* of Portu-- 
gal. The residence of a gentleman was no 
iRrhei^ to be seen, but in the town*: veiy 
few farm-houses, and here arid there, only 
the soUtfti'y hut of a goatherd. 

Oa the 24th, after a most fetigieung nmr eb 
of 6 leagues, under a burning «un, the 
division, arrived in the city of Merida, an4 
caros$ittg the ancient Roman bridge of sixty 
arches, which was constructed by Augurtust 
C»sar, 28 years before Christ, the trQop» 
halted on the south bank of the GuadiaUa. 

Merida was once a considerable Rgmanr 
»tat^on, and there still e:mt many noble 
Eeliques of antiquity, in tolerable preserva-r 
tdoE» Thegate of the temple af Marst, one 
^f the first edifices to which the curiosity o€ 
a stranger, particularly if a military man, i* 
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directedi alotie remains entire, atid forms 
the entrance to a modern church. Und6|* 
the inscription Marti sacrum Vitella paculi^ is 
another^ illustrative of its present designa- 
tion.-— ^nm non Marti sacrum $ed Jesu Christ^ 
consecrattcm. 

- At a short distance from the.scite of the 
temple, three antique Roman altars, which 
were dug up about a century ago, are placed 
one above another, and form a handsome 
pedestal, surmounted by the statue of a 
Spanish king/ 

The area of the temple of Diana is now 
filled by a modern building; but the co-> 
lumns, with most of their capitals, remai{i> 
in a perfect state, and are built into the walls 
of the house, still, however, in such a way, 
as to leave them fully exposed to view. One 
window of exquisite beauty, has been care- 
fully preserved* 

l^he superb aqueduct, built by the Ro* 
mans, is now in ruins; but several, arches- 
are still standing, and convey to the mind 
of a spectator, a tolerably just conception 
of its former magnificence* .. 
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Beyond the present extent of Merita, are 
two amphitheatres ; the largest of which i* 
supposed to have beeiKthe Nftumachia. It 
seems tnore ptobable, however^ that fclie 
exhibition of sea fights must have takeh 
place ott an island near the bridge, where 
are the remains oY some considerable works.- 
The lesser amphitheatre has been converted 
by the Spaniards, into a PlMa de TotM^ for 
which purpose, the arena is how enclosed. 

In front of the Corregidor's house, in the 
s<iuare^ are seven beautiful columns of white 
marble, supposed to have belongeid .to a 
Roman temple* In a street, a little beyond, 
i& an arch of prodigious magnitude, which' 
originall}' foj'med one of the entrances of 
the city, and was^ probablyj a memoriai of 
some great victory. Aitiongst the ruins o^ 
an old house, prostrate on the ground, arid 
neglected, lay a colossal statue of Dian&, as 
a. vestal : the bead and arms were gone, bufi 
the drapery of the figure- Wa» r^markably^ 
fine, and bespoke the merit of the artist; 
In the principal court of the ancient Moor<^ 
ish cattle, is the blth of Diana, to which thef 
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descent* is by a passage of ,50 steps, A most 
beautiful pilastre of the composite order, wasr 
placed at the entrance. 

A little beyond the castle, are the remains 
of some buildings, which, from their situation 
and appearance, are conjectured to have been 
the public baths of the Romans. 

About: a mile from the city and near to the 
modern aqueduct, is the circus where the 
chariot races were held. By the situation of 
the Roman gate, under which, the high road 
from Madrid passes, and the ruins of the 
walls, an idea may be formed of the ancient 
boundaries of this city, which piust have been 
of great extent. Indeed, tradition says, - that 
Merida contained 150,000 inhabitants. 

, After the battle of Medellin, a smalLFrench 
force had possession of the castle for some 
weeks, and barricaded the bridge, to prevent 
the. passage of a Spanish corps which was 
jjosted on the opposite bank of the Guadiana. 
At length, the Spaniards ' forced ^ their -way 
Tinder the fire of a few guns which the enemy 
iad mounted, and passed through the city to 
a height, commanding the castle :wbicb they 
were preparing to caqnonade, when a Consi* 
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derable bo^y of Frepch cavalry made tbeir 
appearance. The Spaniards conceiving them 
to be the advance of Victor^s army, retired 
with precipitation, which gave the garrison 
an opportunity to make good their retreat 
unmolested, being covered by the cavalry. 
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LETTER XXII. 

yi^ Ift 4tvwo]i of. tbe British encamp on tlie Bank^ of thi^ 

Oi^dUna. — Positions of the French. 

, ..-k . . • . •■,•-. . - ...',... .-^ 

Tri(t900 4eReal,%ltkSepf€mkr,lBQQ. , 

At day-break, on the 2d instant, General 
Sherbrooke*s division moved off. on the road 
to Badajbs, and about 11 o^clock, halted 
within 2 miles of the village of Lobon. 

Next day the troops advanced at the same 
early hour, and after a march of 2 leagues, 
constructed huts, on a plain watered by the 
Guadiana, about half a league from the in- 
considerable town of Talavera la Real, and 
4 from Badajos, where head-quarters were 
established. 

The following are understood to be the 
present positions of the French corps :— • 

Victor^s division is betwixt Talavera de la 
Reyna and La Mancha ; Sebastiani, who 
was wounded on the 28th of July, is in La 
. Mancha; Mortiex at Oropesa; Arzobispo, 
and Naval Moral, and Marshal Ney, after 
his engagement with Sir Robert Wilson, rer 
turned to Salamanca. 
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Oil khe J3tb, Lor^Blant^re arrived with 
the 2d bslttalion of th^ 42d Fegiitieiit^ to join 
Gveneral CaHiecdn's brigade ; and on the fol^ 
louring day/GeBelralCatlin Crawford'^* brn 
gade, cosrsisriing of the 3d battalions Jo£ the 
28th, Honorable Lieutenant-Colonei Abef-* 
erbmbi^ j 34th^ Lieutefiant-Colonel Mai$ter» 
and 39^> Lieutenant-Colonel Wil9on> larded 
the river -at thia place, on their rottte to join 
lientenaat-General Hill-s. division at Moa* 
teja, P4iebla Nova and Torreiiaayoi. 

This morniiig a troop of horse artiltery 
xwrched to relieve Captain Ross's t^oop aA 
Merida ; the la^er having Igst a great mm^ 
l»r of horses in the retreat fromi Talavem< 

Preparations are now making ^for the 
removal of the guards into Badajos^ which 
the brigade anticipate with much satisfaction, 
having been constantly in the 6eld since the 
latter end of June. 

The army has become very sickly. ^J his is 
considered the most unhealthy time of the 
year, but the approaching ^rainy i|eason. is 
expected to clear the air and dispel the pes- 
tilential fever, so fatal to the troops. The 
Guadiana, at this period, is reckoned so 
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unwholesoiiie,- that the Spaniards Will not 
use the water, or eat of the fish taken in it; 
Another reason assigned for this repugnance; 
is, that after the battle of Medellin, a con- 
siderable number of the slain were thrown 
into the river. 

The Marquis of Romana having taken his 
seat at Seville, as one of the supreme Juntay 
is succeeded by the Duke del Parque in the 
command of hi» airmy. Head-quarters at 
Ciudad Rodrigo, The Duke of Albuquerque, 
with about 10,000 men, is stationed in front, 
beyond Merida; and General Eguia has pro- 
ceeded to join Venegas in LaMancha, with 
the remainder of Cuesta's army, upwards of 
20,000 men. 
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LETTJLR XXm., 

The Guards go into Cantonments io Badajos. — Lieutenant-General 
Sherbrooke receives the Order of thfe Bath.^-Viscouht Wel- 
• liiigton's Gala.- 

• Sadqjb.% Ibth October, 1809.. . 

The Guards quitted their encampment of 
huts on the 9th of October, and marched 
into quarters at TaTavera la Real. At the 
sanie time. General Cameron's brigade took 
the road to Lobon. Next morning, , the 
guards resumed their march, aiid about noon, 
arrived in the city of Badajos, the-capitial of 
the province of Estremadura. The Officers 
were quartered upon the inhabitants, and the 
men in convents. 

Badajos contains 6 monasteries, the same 
number of nunneries, and a population of 7 
to 8000. The fortifications are partly an- 
* cient, partly modern : the fine Roman bridge 
over the Guadiana, is defended by a tete de 
polity on which, a few guns are mounted. 
On the right bank of the river, stands the 
fort df St. Christoval, which commands the 
city. Badajos was twice besieged by the 
Portuguese^ but never taken. 
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On the 7th instant, the commander of the 
forces gave an entertainitient upon the occa-- . 
sion of Lieutenant-General Sherbrooke being 
invested with the insignia of the Bath. Im* 
mediately aftet the ceremony, a royal salute 
was fired. About 8 o'clock the nobility and 
principal inhabitants of Badajos began to 
assemble at Lord Wellington's, and after a 
few songs from the ladies, the ball was opened 
yith an English country dance, by a General 
Officer and Donna Anna Fortunata, of Elvas. 
The dancing continued until micbiight, when 
supper was announced. The party brcjce 
up about 2 o'clock. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

Bistli-Day of FerdiDand VIL^ltitt Public PMmtMide of Bad^ 
Tenid^r— lUiiiark9.r-$ituati«Q of ^t^^ - 

Badeffos^^th October, ldQ9. 

. THE,14tb instant being the birth-day of 
Ferdinand, a royal sstlute; was fired from the: 
Kamparts. x 

In the afternoon there was a numeroua 
assernbtage on the Almada, the public pro^ 
igienade, or prado of this^ city, near tl^ river^ 
where the inhabitants, Qf all ranks^ are acr 
i;u5tomed to take the air* Several beautiful 
women were present, who attracted attentiQa^ 
by their engaging, yet not iiumodest looks, 
ajad the graceful ease of their carria^e« The, 
veil, which is universally wore,, no longer, 
serves to conceal their faces, and the tauic 
_ ensemble of their ^.ijtuple and elegant dress, 
is admirably adapted to display a ^fine form 
to the best advantage. 

A shott religious ceremony, peculiar to 
this nation, is desetving of notice. At sua-^ 
set, every evening, tJbebeU* of the convents 
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and churches are tolled for a few momentSd 
On hearing this signal, the people cease con- 
versing with each other and quit their occu- 
pation, and all in silence, address a short 
prayer to the protecting power, which has 
brought them in safety to the close of another 
day. 

There are no public places of amusertient 
in Badajos ; but one Lady Donna Payna/ 
opens her house every night to the best 
society and the 'British Oflficers, who are . 
received with the utmost politeness; Con- 
verisation, cards, the song and dance, suc- 
ceed each other, and form what is called (he 
tertullia^ similar in most respects to a London* 
route- 
On the above evening, the tertulKa wag 
particularly well attended. The young and 
lovely Marchioness p* Almeida and the hand- 
some widow Donna Manuelaj^ were the ad- 
mired and principal ornaments of thfc assera- 
biy. There were several other ladies present, 
who maintained the reputation of their 
country for the beauty of its women. In 
general, the Spanish ladies are elegantly^ 
formed,' and spare no pains in the decoration 
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of their persons/ They are remarkably mild ^ 
and en^ging in their manner and address! 
but few of them speak any language except 
their own/ and the education of all is ex- 
tremely confined. A Spanish lover is certain 
of seeing his mistress, at least, once a day^ 
as nothing but indisposition prevents all 
classes from attending church- The Duenna 
still forms part of the establishment of a 
Spanish household, but ^vithout her former 
authority and privileges. Ladies#6f ' a certain 
rank, never stir abroad without a female 
attendant, who, if they are young, is about 
their' own age, and more a companion dis- 
posed to promote their wishes, than a rigid 
observer of their actions. 

Abdut 10 o'clock, the comniander of the 
forces and part of his staff arrived. The 
widow Donna Manuela, accompanied on the 
guitar by Senhor Fuehtes, sung a Spanish'^ 
ballad in a pleasing style, and with much 
taste-- A country dance was afterwards 
formed; at the end of which. Donna Josepha 
Basquez- danced a bolera, playing the casta- 
nets at the same time, in a most graceful 
manner.; The same young lady arid Donna 
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l^yna,; ia the cottr&e of the evOTieg, c»te?r- 
fftiGked the company with tl^ir fstvouritie 
inational daBce,. the FandajDgo. 
. The Spanish gentLemen have a natuiral 
preserve) and an appeamnce of Mutevr aibo^ut 
IheiHs which^ at first sight, is calculated Uf 
displease^ They have foy soi?je years fm%$ 
adopted the. French mode of dress, and jtb« 
Portuguese liav^i followed their exaniple m 
this respect. They are remarkably temperate 
in their mapner of living, ailthough, op par^ 
ticular occasions, they indulge in drinking 
Iiot-spiced wines to excras- It is the la&hio^ 
to dine at an early hour^ and all raisk^ after^ 
wards take the siesta^ at which time^ the 
houses and shops are shiit i^, and ih^ msolt 
populous cit:y, during this part of the after- 
noon, appears to be quite deserted and wrapt 
in tlie silence of the grave. This is one 
reason, perhaps, why the British have not 
been admitted to their tables^ as they may 
not chuse, out of compliment to any foreign- 
ers, to forego their national customs. 
; On the 21st, 2 privates of the guards 
arrived, who made their escape from Madrid 
on the 16th ult. They report, that above 20 
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British Officers, taken at Talavera^ marched 
on the 10th for Franrce* The prisojiers uni- 
formly receive the most humane treatment 
from tlie enemy • 

On the 1st of Sieptember, Marshal Ney 
Was at Salamanca, with 14,000 men ; Soult 
at Placentia, Zarza Major, and Coria, witH 
8000; Victor's head^quariers at Orope^ 
and 4000; Marshal Mortier at Talavera^ 
with 10,000 men, and Geneial Sebasttani is 
9aid to be in motion to the South, mth a 
division of nearly the same strength* 
• The Honourable Captain Alexander Oor-r 
don, who went with a flag of truce to the 
French out-posts, has brought intelligeiicd 
of Austria having made peace with France* r 

Beside the brigade of Guards, thelst bat^ 
talion of the ^th, and Sd of the 27tii 
regiments, are qttartered iq Badajos. The 
duties of ^fortress are taken by the Spanish 
troops^ 
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LETTER XXV; 

Escape of two British Officers from Madrid^ &i?. 

i Two oflScers of the 61st: regiment/- who 
had been wounded and taken prisoners at 
JTalavera, arrived here on the 9th instant^ 
having escaped from the convent in which 
they were confined at Madrid. They^ re- 
mained .concealed in tiiat city. for 8 days, 
and on their way hither, pa^ed through the 
Spanish army- in La.; Mancha. General 
Atiezaga had his head^quarters at^Damiel ; 
Colonel. Roche and ^ Lord Macduff^ were 
with him. ;. From' the proximity* . of the 
enemy, a battle may be./ expected' soon to 
take place,, but the Spanish:-leader has.it: in 
his power to avoid an rengagement. . 
i\ On the:12th instant thefCommander of the 
forces returned .from Cadiz, where the 
' Marquis Wpllesley has embarked on his re- 
turn to England. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Stapleton Cotton 
remains at Merida, with the ^principal part 
of the British cavalry. General HilFs divi^ 
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sion of infantry at Montego, Puebla, 8cct 
The light infantry under Brigadier-General 
Robert Crawford at Carapo Mayor, Major* 
General Cole at Olivenza, and Brigadier-Ge** 
iieral Cameron at Lobon and Almondarelehy* 
The Spaniards under Lieutenant-General 
Don Lijis Bassecourt, occupy a line betwixt 
TVIerida 9.nd tjie Tagus. Head- quarters at 
Truxillo, 
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LEtTER XXVL 

Remarks on some of the leading features of the Campaign. — ^Ib 

* ictrasbquence of the Arrfiy of La Mancha under General AriezagH 

/ hMg d^eated, tiie:BritisIi break up from 3pain.>-Rout6 of the 

first division.-^The Guards at the head of tlie column reach 

AbranteSy passing through the following places on their march,— 

' ElV^s, — Barbacena.— Moj^tforte. — ,Portalegre.-i-Gaf€te iand 

Gavio.-^Sick l^ft at Abrantes. ^. ...-: . . ^ 

Abrantes, ISth December, 1809. 

The events which followed the ever memo- 
rable battle of 'J alavera, so glorious to the 
British arms, and which at first seemed to 
promise the greatest advantages to the cause 
of the peninsula, have been already detailed 
in the preceding letters. 

In reviewing these events, a variety of re* 
flections naturally present themselves, and 
the mind sickens at the melancholy conse- 
quences of the imbecility of those chiefs, to * 
whose guidance the Spanish armies were en* 
trus^ted ; who by their futile plans conceived 
.without judgment, and attempted to be car- 
ried into execution without ability, disap- 
pointed alike the hopes of their country and 
the British leader, who in vain looked forward 
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to any co-operation which might produce a 
beneficial result to the general cause. 

On Sir Arthur Wellesley marching from 
Talavera with the avowed intention of attack- 
iflg Marshal Soult at Placentia, Cuesta ought 
trf have moved forward with his army, and 
taken post on the right bank of the Alberche, 
with one corps passed over that river, and 
strong piquets of cavalry to watch the enemy. 
The effect > of this movement on the opera- 
tions of the British must be obvious ; arid it 
will not be doubted by military men, that 
had Cuesta assumed this attitude, which 
would have ^enabled him to intercept all com- 
munication betwixt the French armies,' and 
maintained his position, as agreed upon, the 
Commander. of the forces would have been 
again successful in a rencontre with the French 
who had arrived at Placentia, although their 
number was upwards of 30,000, composed of 
tjjie remaiiis of Marshal Soult 's division which 
had e&caped from Oporto, with those of 
^ey and Mor tier . The British troops were 
flushed with victory^ they placed an entire 
<;onfidence in their, general, and were to 
be ppposed to the corps of the same enemy 
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, whom they had recently defeated in thte 
most signal manner. There were other cir-. 
cumstances^^ also highly favourable to the 
Sritish continuing to act on a system of 
offensive warfare; the army had been rein*' 
forced by the addition of General Robert 
Crawford's fine brigade of light infantry, and 
a troop of horse artillery. Marshal Beresford 
was on the frontier, threatening the enemyV 
rear, whilst that active and enterprising officer^ 
Sir Robert Wilson, made a rapid march across 
the mountains and alarmed his left. 

This was the state of affairs^ when the 
British army, by the unexpected march of 
GeBeral Cuesta from Talavera, was compelled 
to retire to the left bank of the Tagus, foW 
lowed by the Spanish troops. A considerable 
number of the latter withdrew into the moun-* 
tains of La Mancha^ where, if unable to offer 
any obstacle to the progress af the Frenchy 
they were at least, in a state of immediate 
security and daily acquiring numbers.. Mean-^ 
while, the British fell back upon the frontier^ 
and occupied the line of the Guadiana^ the 
advaace being at Merida. At the same time,.^ 
that ti>e troops werse easily subsisted in tMs^ 
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|>Qsiti:)n, the Sfi'fety of the province of Anda^ 
luaia vras ensured, 4s the enemy could not 
attempt to penetrate into the Siejrra Morena, 
with the British army on his right ^ank. Iq 
other respects., Jipwever, the position was pot 
an eligible one> and it may be fairly presumed, 
that the Commander pf the forces wpnt into 
tantocrments on. the Guadi^na^ for the pur- 
poses of giving cpnfidence to the army of La 
Maacha, and of encouraging the people to 
peirsevere in the cause, but more particularly 
to aiibrd the Spanish natioi;! an opportunity 
of reforming its government, and of choosing 
new men to direct their measures in the 
cabinet, and conduct their armies in the i&eld. 
The arrival of the Marquis Wellesley, whose 
abilities aad experience might naturally be 
expected, not only to aid such a reform, but 
topoint out to the Spaniards, those measures 
which ought to be adopted, to call forth the 
military and financial resources of the country^ 
to administer them with judgment and pru- 
dence, was another circumstance which might 
have had considerable weight in deciding on 
the necessity of remaining in Spain^ until 
the government of England should be ac- 

K 2 ' 
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qaainted with his opinion of the real senti^ 
ments of the people, the capacity of their 
rulers, and the numbers and discipline of their 
armies- 

By such or similar motives, the Commander 
of the forces appears to have been actuated. 
The low flat plains of Spanish Estramadura, 
and nearly the whole of the country watered 
by the Guadiana, have been noticed by dif-* 
ferent writers as the most' unhealthy part of 
the peninsula. The British troops were^ lan* 
happily, destined to prove- the truth of this 
remark, and numbers of the brave fellows^ 
whose constitutions had borne up against all 
tlie fatigues and privations of the campaign, 
sunk under the baneful influence of this do* 
structive climate. The state of inaction, in 
which the troops now remained, proved too 
sudden a change after their extraordinary 
exertions, during the retreat from Talavera, 
and was, doubtless, another cause of the 
sickness which spread rapidly throughout 
the army, to counteract which, orders were 
given, that they should be frequently exercised 
in short marches, whenever tlie weather per- 
mitted. The end of autumn, and the lattar 
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part of a campaign, produce the same effects 
in all armies; besides, it was observed^ that the 
prevalence of malignant fevers was, greater at 
this period, both in Spain and Portugal, 
tJban had been known for several preceding 
y.ear5. j ' 

The communication with Lisbon, by either 
l3ank of the Tagus, continued uninterrupted; 
indeed, the enemy evinced no disposition to 
make any movement towards the quarter, in 
>vbich the British army was stationed. 

The Marquis of Romana was at Seville, 
where he had taken his seat as one of the 
Supreme Junta, but even the accession of his 
councils, dictated (9.S they were by talent and 
undoubted patriotism, failed to inspire a con- 
fidence of this government in the minds of the 
people, and those measures, which were alone 
calculated to rouse the energies of the 
Spaniards in the cause of. liberty, and direct 
their efforts with the happiest effect^ gtiH 
^;emained untried. 

A sudden and fatal blow was now about tq 
be struck, and the genius of freedom seemed 
overwhelmed by the dire calamity. 
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^The army of La Mancha, to the cjiief com- 
mand of which. Lieutenant general Don 
Juan de Ariesaga had been appointed, was 
highiy respectable, both in numbers and the 
component parts of which it was formed. A 
plan of operations was said to have been drawn 
up and submited to this general by the Baron 
de Ciroiisard, an intelligent officer and Com- 
Aiiaisioner from the Emperor of Austria to 
the Spanish armies. Whether this plan, 
which had for its object to drive the French 
,outof Madrid, and beyond the Bank^ of the 
Ebro, by a series of mancfeuvres, without 
risking a battle, would have been successful 
or not, it is impossible to say, as the Spanish 
chief did not think proper to adopt it ; but 
contrary to the wishes and opinion of all 
around him, and to every principle of pra* 
dence or of military tactics. General Ariesaga, 
in an unhappy moment, blindly resolved to 
quit thfe jodountains, and descending into the 
plains to commit himself with new foi'med 
levies against the veteran troops of France. 
I^he whole South of Spain, by the dispersion 
of Ariesagas* army after the unfortunate battle 
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^f Ocajja, lay open to the incursions of tlie 
senemy, and it became no longer necessary or 
^desirable in a military point of viei^, to 
fetain the British army on the borders of 
Estramadura. At 8 on the na^rning of the 
JBth inistant, the guards marched from Ban 
dajos with a brigade of heavy s^ix^poun- 
iders, under th^ command of Captain Laiv-- 
3on, followed on successive days by the 
King's German legion and General Came^ 
ron's brigade. 

The preceding day was the festival of the 
Virgin, which is always kept with much re^ 
ligious pomp and ceremony by the Spaniards. 
High mass was celebrated in the cathedral, 
which is of Moorish' architecture, tte interior 
hung entirely with crimson velvet and gold. 
The ceremony/ at all times solemn and im- 
pressive, was interrupted by the sudden 
fainting of one of the officiating canons, a 
venerable priest, 85 years of age. -On 
being carried into the open air, he reco- 
yered.r— Several salutes in honor of the saint 
were fired from the ramparts, and in the 
<evening the principal inhabitants assembled 
in their best attire on tlie Almada, 
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At the distance of a leagae from Badajos, 
on the road to Elvas, the brigade forded a 
small river, the Caya, which in its course to 
the Guadiatia, forms the boundary of the 
two kingdoms, and re-entered Portugal after 
an'absence of five months. A little after 
mid-day the guards reached Elvas, which at 
the time was the principal dep6t of the sick 
and wounded. This city, seated on a hill, 
is one of the strongest places in Porta gaL 
On an eminence stands the celebrated fort 
built by General Count la Lippe, and called 
after his name, A very noble aqueduct sup- 
plies Elvas with water. 

On the 10th, to Barbacena, two long 
leagues over a heath, cloathed with gum 
schistus, myrtle and 'rosemary, and here and 
there a clump of olive trees.— The day re- 
markably cold, with a thick haze. At 1 the 
3d guards arrived in the village. 

On the nth to Moritforte, the same dis- 
tance as yesterday ; the country through 
which the road lay w^ extremely picturesque 
and well wooded. Montforte is a town of 
some note, with an ancient castle now in 
ruins. Here is a monastery- and nunnery. 
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the latter dedicated to Santa Francisca. Th«i 
nuns who appeared at the grate were more 
agreeable and lively in their manners than is 
usually found in the recluse inhabitants of a 
convent. . . . 

December the 12th, to Portalegre 20 miles ; 
the face of the country extremely beautiful^ 
the greater part a forest of fine oak, cork 
and pine trees. This city is the see of a 
bishop, and contains two monasteries, three 
nunneries, and about 5000 inhabitants; it 
is romantically situated on a hill, and the 
surrounding country appears well cultivated^ 
Here the brigade re-united, the Coldstream 
having proceeded from Elyas by a different 
route, through the towns of San Olaia and 
A&sumar on the right. 

Halted on the 13th, which allowed the 
officers an opportunity of visiting the bishop's 
palace and cathedral ; the latter a v^ry noble 
modern pile. . , 

On the following day the brigade marched 
by Apalhao to €iafet65 16 miles. Soon after 
leaving the beautiful environs of Portalegre, 
the column entered ori a wild uncultivated 
district, and about 4 o'clock halted in this 
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miserable place. The road throughout was 
rugged, and the guns in front could only 
proceed slowly, which obstructed the march 
of the troops. There not being sufficient 
accommodation in Gafet6, the light infantry 
and artillery went forward to the small town 
of Toloza. 

Yesterday the guards reached Gavio, ^bout 
3 in the afternoon, . having marched 4 leagues 
through a country similar in appearance to 
that over which the troops had passed on the 
preceding day, until they approached the 
banks of the Tagus, when the scenery became 
at once bold and picturesque. 

The road this morning led the whole 
distance 18 miles, through a beautiful dis-^ 
trict, in a line with tlie course of the Tagus. 
The appearance of the castle of Abrantes 
from the south bank of the river had an 
imposing air of grandeur. About 3 P.M. 
the brigade crossed ^ the bridge of boats, 
and ascended the eminence on which the 
town stands, in the midst of a fertile 
country- 

During the whole of the march from 
Elvas, the troops were cheerfully supplied 
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by the inhabitants with whatever they had 
for sale, at a moderate rate ; they often 
expressed their fears that the British were 
upon the point of withdrawing from Por- 
tugal. Gdides were provided at each stage 
on the route. 



Digitized 



by Google 



140 



LETTER XXVII. 

}i?iTch of the Guards to Leyria, &c, 

Leyria^ 20<A December, 180&, 

On the 17th instant the brigade halted^iq 
Abrantes^ where the sick of the army were 
embarked on the Tagus.for Lisbon. 

The naturally strong situation of the tow^, 
(which must be considered the key of the 
Tagus,) is improving by works constructed 
under the direction of the royal engineers, 
A considerable magazine had been formed 
here during the time the British were in 
Spain. 

The stormy and boisterous night of the 
17th was succeeded by a lovely morning ; 
and the guards again bent their way to 
i?unhete, over the vale of Abrantfcs, which 
is esteemed the granary of Portugal. The 
orange-trees tinted with the yellow foliage 
of autumn, and bending beneath the weight 
of their golden fruit, gave a richness to the 
scenery which vied with the beauties of 
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summer. Soon after mid-day the brigade ar- 
rived in the village, and occupied their former 
cantonments. The inhabitants received them 
with kindness, and expressed their deep re- 
gret for the fate of those who had fallen in 
the battle of Talavera- 
. On the following day the guards continued 
their march, and about 2 o'clock in the afterr- 
noon reached Thomar, The brigade was 
again quartered in the convent of Christ. 

Mj^rshal Beresford has his head quarters 
in this city, and General Miranda is also 
here, with two brigades of infantry. 

Yesterday the guards arrived in Leyria 
about 3 in the afternoon, having halted on 
the preceding night at Ourem. The roads 
from Punhete were rendered very bad by 
the late rains. 

Brigadier-General Coleman commands the 
garrison, which consists of about 3000 Por- 
tuguese infantry. 
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L-ETTER XXVIil. 

The Guvck arrm^ at V}zeu.->Short Recount of that ancient Ciifi 

Vizm, 8l4f December, 1809, 

Yesterday the brigade of guards which 
led the column inuring the march of thef 
British army through Portugal, arrived in 
this city. . 

On the 22d^ instant the guards left Leyria;, 
iand passing through the towns of Pombal 
andCondiexa, entered Coimbra on Christmas 
Day. Their reception in that city was 
friendly and hospitable, although not distin- 
guished with the same lively expressions of 
gratitude as the inhabitants evinced on their 
first visits whe^ the British came to deliver 
them from an enemy whose approach they 
had for some time awaited with the utmost 
apprehension. 

Coimbra wore a more gay and busy 
appearance than formerly. A number of 
families who had fled from their homes were 
returned; the restoration of quiet by the 
expulsion of Marshal Soult^s army had 
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admitted of the University being re-opened; 
and the youth of Portugal were once more 
pursuing their studies. The academic dress 
was tmiform and simple, yet exti^emely be- 
coming. 

The gardens of Santa Cruz even at this 
advanced season of the year, were still 
delightful; the way to them was through 
the dormitory of the convent, from which 
a path led to the quintet or country house, 
seated in an orange grove, where the holy 
brethren of St. Augustine occasionally retired 
to relax their niinds from the severity of 
monastic duties. , The appearance of every 
thing aboyt the quinta bespoke wealth and 
comfort ; a suite of apartments terminating 
with a billiard-room, opened to a terrace 
from which there was a charming view over 
the extensive gardens. The cellars were 
filled with the produce of their own vine* 
yards.— *Du ring the first stay of the army in 
this city, a table was kept for the officers at. 
Santa Cruz, and a handsome entertainment 
daily provided. . - 

Next day, the 26th, being a festival, was . 
eeletw^jiled with miich splendor in the nun- 
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liery of St. Clare. On this occasion the 
magnificent tomb of the foundress Queen 
Isabella, was decorated with a profusion of 
jewels and flowers^ through which a small 
rill of water was seen to flow. At noon the 
Lady Superior, attired in the robes of the 
order, her train borne by the two eldest 
iiuns> entered the chapel, and passing with 
a slow and solemn step to a seat at the upper 
end, around which the nuns were gtlready 
ranged, a beautiful girl in the habit of a 
novice, who sat at the organ, commenced 
the symphony, after which the anthem was 
sung in full chorus by the sisterhood. The 
voice of Maria -————, the young and inte- 
resting votary of St. Clare, within whose holy 
walls she had fled for refuge on the first invasion 
of Portugal by the French, was distinguished 
above the rest by its sweetness and variety of 
tone. Charmed with the manners of its 
inhabitants, and the peaceful solitudes of a 

cloister, Maria , at the early age of 

17» after passing through a short noviciate, 
voluntarily embraced the veil. A bewitching 
gra^ e sat upon the fair and polished forehead 
of the young religieuse, and the mild yet 
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touching e:^frFe%io& of Her Ibvdy couhtenauctf 
httficaled tJre purity of her miijd. 

After high mass the Lady iibbeds' Ati<$ 
i6¥mk\ 6f the i^tttlis^ap^proafel^ed' tl<6 gmtg aoid 
#elcoWifed the officers again to" (Mmbra. • 

Oh «he S7th the brigafd* aidvstaced iS 
MaShcada, 13 mi]€ii send on the 28th ta 
- Mart^oft, 4 leAgifts. "l^e route l*y oter' 
€be itee^ a»d ru^d mountain' of Bttsatoy 
b»" ifhosft stfmmit th^ towers 6f a tonvetit of 
flieordeif of Laf '!Fra'f)pie, aippea-red torisfeou<J 
of ai Ibi^iiutiM wood. The extensive ground*" 
#ete inclosed- witMn a- Ibfty wall ; anii itf 
irf ses»ielly possible to" cdnOeive' ai rnott se- 
qwfetfeifed* spbt than- thie sttifce of tM» mo^ 

Bestteiidhii^ the icaiotnitaiia,- th6 troops en^- 
teeed A* w^ell-cultiVated' valley, and stbout 
3" <>'dock' arrii^e* in the village, whei^e the 
3d regi^ei^ w^ w4th' diffitnlty aeeomtno- 
dated* 1*66 Coldstream' proceed'ed' to a> 
Ibmieff, ^ league beyondi 

On the 29tti to Tondella, 4-ieagaes ; this^ 

Kttlfe town i* situttted'. in a beautiibl distTict. 

Jfeilf- day, aftier a matteh of- V5 miles, the 

^tmrdik r«aiched this citiy ; the Goldstream 
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. occupied the Bishop's Palace; the 3d guards 
the Convents of St. Antonio, and the Con- 
gregation of Oratory. • ; 
Vizeu situated in the centre of the province 

' of Beira, betwixt the Mondego and the^ 
Vouga, is an episcopal city, and- of great 
antiquity. The inhabitants indeed pretend 
that it \va& founded by the TurduU, a Gothic 
race, 500 years before Christ, and originally 
named Vacca ; but to support , this they> 
produce no satisfactory document. The 
account which is considered as most entitled 
to credit is, that this city was built in the 
time of S^rtorius by the pro-consul D. Brutus, 
who called it Vicontium. Two towers ad- 
joining the cathedral yet remain, of Roman 
construction, on which appear the eagle, and 
the names of Flaccus and Frontinius, who 
are supposed to have been the architects* 
Northward of the city is a Roman camp of 
considerable magnitude, in which the hitherto 
victorious legions of Rome were compelled 
to remainuinaictive before, the town, by the 
renowned Portuguese general Viriatus, whose 
memory is held in repute by his countryiiien 
to this day. ^A gmall village, Alvoka, in the 
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Sierra de Estrellaj is pointed out as the 
bii-th-place of this leader, who from being 
originalljr a captain of banditti, was chosen 
to command the Lusitanian army, and be- 
camethe terror of the Romans. 
• Vizeu contains two monasteries, a convent 
fornuns, and about 5000 inhabitants. There 
is a good weekly market, and the surrounding 
country is well cultivated. — The peasantry in 
this district are of. a more industrious cha- 
racter than those of the south. ' ; 
, The ,Benedietines seemed to partake in the 
general satisfaction excited .by the arrival of 
the British ; and refreshments were presented 
to the officers who visited the grate. AH the 
confectionary is made in the convents, and 
this forms one source of the revenue of these 
institutions. The nuns of Vizeu were more 
unreserved in their manners than one would 
expect from the secluded life they lead, and 
the nature of their establishment. They 
were sufficiently talkative, and old and young 
had a wonderful share of curiosity to know 
what was passing in the world. 

The bishop is 70 years of age, and resides 
principally at a quinta, a short distance 

L 2 
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firom the city. Some of the offieen ^^i to 
pay their respects, and feiiod him dining 
upon » single dish ; his chaplains seat^ at 
another table, were also partakii^ of a ^lety 
frugal repast-r-this was a little after ledd'-d^;. 
The bishop politely rose on their entrance* 
and ha&tened to espress his extxeme gttr* 
l^ification at seeing a British anny m hit 
diocese. . 

With the exception of the Isfe division* tib» 
whole of the army proceeded to the froftHor 
by the route of St. Combacko, after passing 
through Coimbra. 
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LETTER XXIX. 

The British Army itt Winter Quarters. — Marshal Ney smmnons 
Ciadaci ' Rodrigo, and Vidor OTannmiiig the Froviifce of 
Andalusia saddenly appears b^fare Cadit» 'to whieb 
place the Honourable General W. Stewart was dispatched 
from Lisbon, with a Brigade of In&ntry*—- l^rmisb at tha 
Out-posts, 

Ham, 2/»th Riruarg, 1810^ 

Early in Januaiy, tbe whole of the British 
army bad arrived in their new position, and 
the troops were quietly settled in winter 
quarters^* The Commander of the forces 
after a short visit to Lisbon, for the purpose 
of reconnoitreing the chain of works con- 
structing in its vicinity, had returned to this 
city, in front of which, the main body of his 
infantry was cantoned in the several towns 
aod villages on the road to the frontier, 
with the exception of the 2d division, and 
Ifajor-General Siade^s brigade of cavalry, 
which continued on the line of the Tagus, 
under the command of Lieutenant^General 
Hill 
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The out-posts were stationed on the Banks 
of the Coa, arid the duty taken by the light 
brigade, and 1st German hussars, under the 
orders of Brigadier-General Robert Crawford. 
The 3d division, Major-General Pictpn's, was 
the next in advance, supported by the 4th divi- 
siouj Major-General Cole's at Guarda, Ce- 
lerico, and the villages in the valley of the 
Mondego ; General Fane's brigade of heavy 
cavalry was in Coimbra, and the l6th light 
dragoons at St. Combadao. 

The first 6 weeks succeeding the return 
of the British to Portugal, w^ere passed in a 
state of comparative tranquillity ; but within 
the last, a considerable sensation has been 
excited by the movements and demonstra- 
tions of the enemy in various parts of the 
peninsula. 

On the 11th instant, the French, to the 
number of 9 or 10,000 approached Ciudad 
Hodrigo at 4 different points. At half-past 
7 in the morning, a flag of truce arrived, 
with a letter from Mars>hal Ney, requiring 
the surrender of this fortress. — The governor, 
Don Andr6 de Herrasti returned a spirited 
refusal. 
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On the following day the enemy bombarded 
the city for several hours, without making any 
impression. Disappointed in his hope of 
entering Ciudad Rodrigo without resistance. 
Marshal Ney pushed his corps down to the 
river Aqueda, which he crossed at the bridge 
of San Felices, but finding it impracticable to 
bring his artillery over this pass, he withdrew 
his troops^ and has cantoned them in the 
villages betwixt Ciudad Rodrigo and Sala-. 
inanca^ leaving a small corps of observation 
on the Aqueda, 

Victor has arrived at Port St Mary's, 
opposite Cadiz, and is in possession of Seville, 
and the immense magazines collected by the 
lp,te Junta in that city, which he entered 
without opposition, in the same manner as 
he did at Jaen, Cordova and Granada^ on his 
march to the south. Meanwhile, the remains 
of the array of Lia Mancha retired oq Algeziras> 
and the Duke of Albuquerque entered Cadiz, 
with about 10,0tK) men, only 12 hours before 
Victor appeared. General William Stewart, 
who had been detached from Lisbon with a 
brigade of infantry, has also reached Cadiz, 
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so <ti»t ao ffftTS ^are ii0w efitartatned for Ihe 
SS^etf ei that valuable pla^e. 

Joseph Buonaparte is witb ¥ictor^8 armijr^--^ 
The Frem^h lnauT'e prev^led oii ql iew of the 
prisoiief s 4;aketi at Ocana^ to me9^ allegiance 
to lum; and the discouraging aspect of afifatrs; 
induces ffiaiiy«of the armed peasantry to return 
to tbeir homes; but it is a war of parii^ns^ 
the peasant against the soldier^ anfi unless 
Joseph can keep a force in every town^ he 
will not^ for a long time, be enabled to wbdoe 
the spirit of the people. The mostdx^anchoiy? 
:CiBature in the cause of Spain is, that most of 
tpbe $oi4iers, when routed or dispersed, tfarpw 
away tfieir arms. 

Last month, a Erenph corps of 10/)00men, 
xd wiiich 2000 were cavalry, pas^ through 
Vittoria to Burgos, and then struck o& 
cm l^e r^ad to Madrid. The cavalry 
appeared g4xid troops, the infantry chiefly 
conscripts. 

A smart skirmish took place on the l€(li 
iostant at the out-posts. The enemy aftei 
dusk, having passed a body of €00 m^i 
c^i^er the Ao^eda, was opposed by 4 
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companies of the 95th regiment, tinder 
Lieutenant ColoJOfilBeckwith^ who compelled 
them to retire with a loss of 50 in killed, 
wounded and prisoners. — On the wde of th* 
British, Lieutenant Mercer and 12 men wexe 
kiHed. 
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LETTER XXX. 

Pescription of the Country round Vizca. — Festival of St, Josephine, 

Vizm, la March, 1810^ 

The weather, which was unusually severe 
during the months of January and February 
has now become extremely mild, and the 
face of the country in the neighbourhood of 
this city, appears to great advantage. In 
every direction are beautiful walks and 
rides. 

At the distance of a league is a remarkable 
hot spring on the banks of the Dao, a 
mountain torrent, which forces its way 
through rocks, in a valley of the most 
picturesque appearance. 

The garden at the bishop's country house 
is a delightful spot, but it yields in point of 
beauty to the quinta af Don Jose Ernesto, 
about a mile from Vizeu, The road to it 
leads thrpugh an avenue of cherry trees 
already in blossom, to the Val de Besteros 
or Valley of Cattle, at the head of which, the 
bouse and grounds are situated. At each 
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Step the scenery becomes more romantic^ 
and is uncommonly rich in all its features.. 
The vale is bounded by a chain of hills,, 
the Sierras de Caramula, whose summits 
at this moment are covered with snow, ^ 
, But the grate; of the Benedictine nunnery, 
possessed more charms for the . British 
ofiicers than all the beauties of the surround* 
ing district.— iA regard forthe eternal welfare 
of the nuns had induced the venerable bishop: 
to express his displeasure to the Lady Abbess 
at their frequent visits; but this interference: 
on the part of his reverence, was not attended 
with any visible eifect, > 

Yesterday the church of the convent was- 
filled at an, early hour, it being the festival. 
of their saint, whose image was adorned 
with jewels, a number of wax tapers burning 
before it, and the grand altar lighted up 
and embellished in a similar manner. The 
service of the day commenced, and all 
in silence listened to the sweet voices of the 
nuns, at times interrupted by the hollow 
tones of the officiating monks, who were 
celebrating high mass at the altar, — Again 
the harmony of the choir broke upon the ear. 
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iccompnmed by tbelcmd swdiof^e organ ; 
aad ai^r a short pause. Sister Jmwm 
Perjietum sung a solo in a itejsp and powerfii], 
yet melodioiw strain:— She was foUaired by 
Maria Benedifa^ who acquitted herself with 
much taste and execution in a difficult hymn. 
At this moment, a friar of the order of St, 
Francis entered the church, and kneeling on 
tibe steps of the altar, prayed for a short 
time ; after which, he ascended the pulpit 
mid deliv:ered a sermon eittempore. — When 
his dmcourse, which did not seem to make 
much impression upon the auditory, was 
ended, an anthem was ehaunteijl by the 
whole of the nuns in full chorus, — Donna 
Jkttoma MariUy the fair noYice of St Josephine, 
played on the organ with a masterly hand« 
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LETPER XXXI. 

Sltualioo ^f tii« Freocii Corfiv— Rmariif on tfae War in Um 
Pevinsttk.— -Oeneral R^wrt Crawford tbitws himself into Fort 
ConceptioD. 

Vim^ I4lh Mar A, 1810. 

Thb corps of the ene^my are g^thei-ing fosC 
around this kingdom, and form a cordon 
from Corunna to Cadiz. According to recent 
itifojm»tk>i)> Junot is at St. Jago (betw»e 
Corunoa and Vigo) and Marshal Ney con-> 
tinues on the right baak of the Aqueda, be- 
twi^Lt Ciiidad Bodrigo and the Widges of 
Zamora^ and Lede»ma> with his oiit-{K>sts at 
JSaa Fel^ice$> three leagues from the advance 
Qf liord WeUing:lon's ariny at Almeu^ 

On the oth^ ^ude of the Sierra de Erancia^ 
Mai^hal Soialt ia stationed, with hi^f h6ad«* 
lyuMten^ at Placeatia, securing mthbi^ rigM( 
the i«[ipQii?taBt pass o€ Bano». 
. Moctiar is at Tailaveiu la ReaU ^^ ^ corpa 
isroantpDed^ in th^fc town atid the nei^jbil^auring 
qvm, AlmG»ddrdehy„Zafca« Val^«d(fe and 
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The enemy are said to be strengthening 
Burgos, and there are o to 6000 men in that 
city, and about the same number in Val- 
ladolid. At Burgos, the French issued a 
proclamation, offering pardon to such armed 
peasants of the guerilla (sharpshooters) as 
should return to their homes. 

These detached corps of mounted peasants 
had cut off an escort near Vittoria, of 300 
French bullocks going to the army, and put 
all the party to death. There is also an armed 
force of this description which hovers round 
Madrid and annoys the enemy's convoys. 

There are occasional reports of large 
reinforcements to the French army passing 
through Bayorine, but every thing remains 
quiet upon the frontier, and the enemy has 
not renewed his attempt on Ciudad RodrigoJ 
This calm, however, may be the forerunner of 
a storm, for the designs of Buonaparte against 
the independence of the peninsula, are of a 
nature not fe) be doubted. TUe patriotism of 
the Spaniards, although chilled and repressed 
by the imbecility of their government and the 
gigantic effortit of Great Britain in defence of 
an injured and insulted nation have hitherto 
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foiled the plans, and blasted the hopes of the 
usurper ; but now that he can give his undi- 
vided attention to an object of so much im- 
portance as annexing the resources of this 
immense territory to the power of France, by 
placing the crown of Spain securely on his 
brother^s h&ad, it is impossible not to feel 
considerable anxiety for the ultimate result 
of this great contest. 

Within these few days, General Robert 
Crawford has passed the frontier, with the 
light division and a troop of horse artillery, 
and thrown himself into Fort Conception^ 
two miles beyond Almeida. — Deserters, 
chiefly Germans, frequently come over, but 
frorii them little information can be obtained. 
. The sick Of the army are sent every 
Monday to Fozdao, where tliey embark: on 
the Mondego for Figueira, and from thence 
proceed to Lisbon. 
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LETTER XXXIl. 

^fbt branch ir6 8iriliii$. Prepatstkw fer tlie Si^ tf Ghsdad 

0:Dr tl^ ^4 ultimo^ Moptkt 'is: hmd c^am^ 
ters were at Zafra, with 9900 iMfedy and Merl6 
at Meridia witli S to 4000, bavitig: hi^ 6ut-* 
pcxsts at Tarreraayor^ &g. The whole of tfed 
enero^/s force in Esrtramaduray does Koi 
exceed 15,000 nien. Homana h at Badajoi^ 
mid l^&sttro^y mth the right of his* aftwy 
at Ofivenza, where the , French weris for 
tiotfiietMiie; thel^ extends^ to Albuquei^u^; 
aad there are some troops in Campo Mayor. 
iThe nmm^ber of Spa^akl^ bearing armi» k 
about 1I^>000, and d» ni^y> more in tvaining; 
The French are supposed to hw^ Aot m&re 
than 25,000 men to the southward of the 
Sierra Morena. 

The 2d division of infantry is at present 
quartered in Portalegre. — Major-General 
Slade's brigade of cavalry at Apalhao *and 
Abrantes.— Lieutenant-General Hill is in 
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nunkation with Badajos^ and bis light 
troops are at Nisa and Villa Velha to observe 
the movements of the enemy, should Regnier 
attempt to push a corps along the left bank 
of theTagus; 

Brigadier-General Howarth, and another 
troop of horse artillery have arrived at Lisbon. 

The force under Marshal Ney is said to be 
increased from 15 to 25,000 men : with him 
are Generals Loison, Laborde and the younger 
Kellerman. Forty of Ney's body guaMs' 
deserted the other day, — ^Frequent s^kirmishes 
take place at the out-posts, in which the 
British are uniformly successfuK 

JDolonel Trant has proceeded from Oporto 
with 3000 men to defend the strong Pass of 
iSalamonde, should ■ Junot endeavour to 
penetrate into Portugal by that route. 

Head<*quarters moved on the 14th instant 
to Cea, a small town on the acclivity of the 
Estrella, the largest mountain in Portugal, at 
the distance of 6 leagues from Vizeu. Upon 
its summit are two lakes, from the greater^ 
two of the principal rivers in this kingdom, 
the Mondego and Zezere take their rise ; the 
Alva derives its source from the lesser. The 
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€puntry is highly beautiful ai^d romaaatic, and 
the green vail ies at the foot of the Oj^s^rella^^ 

fofip. a remarkable cpatrast with: its sxioiw 
covered sides. 

^ On the 19th instant Lewd Wellington 
returned to Vizeu. 

This morning> two Spanish dep^ijities arriye(| 
from Ciudad Rodrigo, to request the Com- 
mander of the forces would move up to the 
relief of that city, in the event of its beiog 
attacked, for which the French appeared to 
be making serious preparation. . 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

The British move up to the fronticrs.-^Head-quarters at Celerico^ 
—Marshal Beresford at Fomos.— Astorga surrenders to Junot* 
^— Massena arrives at Salamanca.— City of Guarda. 

Celerico, ^Mh May^ 1810. 

A»oOt 1 o'clock on the raornrng of the 
2l7tb instant, an order was issued for the 
guards to advance, each man carrying 3 days 
provisions, and biscuit for six days on 
miiii^y. Although this order wsis equally, sud- 
4^',aAd; Unei^pected^ yet the whole were in 
reaidiQe99 at the appointed hour, and marched 
from Vizeu, with the good wishes of the in- 
habitants, to Mongualde, 2 leagues, where 
the brigade arrived soon after mid-day. The 
country on thie right, was extremely beauti* 
ful and picturesque. The weather hazy, 
v?ith frequent showers; Sir Stapleton Cat- 
ton's head-quarters, were at the magnificent 
mansion of the Paez family.. General 
Cameron s brigade, under the command of 
i^ord Blantyre, marched from Mongualde 
this morning, And the whole of the army was 
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in motion, to take up a position nearer the 
frontier. The Commander of the forces 
passed through to Ceierico. The Cold- 
stream went 2 leagues further to Villacova. 

April the 2Sth,, to Fornos, 3 leagues over 
St very hilly road. In these 2 last towns, the 
troops were but indifferently accommodated. 
The day Wias remarkably warm, and the 
beautiful green fields every where carefully 
cultivated, formed a striking contrast with 
the barren summit of the neighbourmg 
Estrella. . > . 

Ohthe29th^ the guards arrived at Ceie- 
rico, ^hibh not affording sufficient' qtiartem 
for the brigade, the Coldstream proceeded 
to Lagiosa/ in the Val de Mondego, aftd 4 
companies of the 3d regiment to the village 
of Frontilhera^ ^ 

The Mondego, after rutming for some, 
leagues due north, makes abend round Cele* 
rico, and then pursues its course to the Atlan- 
tic, in a westerly direction. The antient 
name of this town, is said to have been Silio- 
brigum, and here are the remains of a Ro- 
man fort, but of its history, no certain infor* 
matidn can be obtained from i)\e inhabitants. 
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The clCTgy are almost the only class who pos- 
sess any learning, and even among them a great 
number are extremely ignorant, and know 
little of their country. In this respect they 
differ from their neighbours, the Spaniards, 
who take a pride in the traditions handed 
down by their ancestors, and dwell with a 
peculiar delight on a recital of those battles, 
which ended in the total expulsion of the 
Moors. It is only from foreign authors, that 
the Portuguese can derive a just knowledge 
of their country, as their own historians give 
such a colouring to facts, aa to leave little 
semblance to the truth. 

Astorga, a town without \ walls, and garri- 
soned by 3000 men, has surrendered to J unot 
after a months siege, during which the 
French lost about 6000 men. 

Ney has his position on the Tormes^ His^ 
advance on the Agueda. 

Regnier shewed himself before Badajoz, 
on the 12th inst. when he was fired at from 
the batteries. 

A French officer came in this morning, whd 
states^ that he deserted in consequence of 
an affront offered to him by his commandant, 
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up^n wlio,m he drew his swords He s^iys 
that Massena is at Salamanca, that the. 
French have been reinforqed, and are now 
80,000 strong betwixt that city and Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

Marshal Beresford's head-quarters are at 
Fornos, and several brigades of Portuguese 
infantry have arrived in this neighbour- 
hood. 

The advance under General R. Crawford,, 
has fallen back upon Almeida, but 4 com-, 
panics of the 45th regiment, and some Por- 
tuguese troops are in Fort Conception, and 
the cavalry patrole to the banks of the 
Agueda, close to which, and in sight oppo- 
site are the enemy's piquets, who as well as 
the British, try the fords daily. There is no. 
doubt entertained in this array, that Mas-? 
sena intends to commence active operations 
as soon as the weather will permit, but the. 
rains still continue. His force is staled, by 
all deserters, at not less than 70,000 ; this in-^ 
eludes Junot's corps of 20,000 men, lately ar- 
rived from the north. 

Regniei:. is still in Esttemadura, but is ex-^ 
peeted to combine with Massena, in the at- 
tack on Portugal. 
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The.Freiich gaiirno ground in the good will 
of the Spaniards^ and their influence does not 
extend beyond the range of their cannon. 
Buonaparte has lately issued a decree, direct- 
ing the Trench generals, who command in 
Spain .io levy contributions on the irihabl-* 
taiits, for the subsistence and payment of thdir 
armies, as. they must not expect anjr more 
inoney for this purpose. 

The ancient city of Guarda, at the distance 
of 2 leagues from hence, is situated on the 
northern extremity of the Estrella. After 
passing through the village of Lagiosa and the 
romantic scenery of the Val de Mondego, 
the road winds up a steep hill, from whence 
the city appears at the distance of a mile* 
Here are few objects worthy of notice. The 
cathedral, a rude gothic pile was built in the 
11th century. The castle of a later date, 
is now in ruins, what time had spared, hav- 
ing been demolished by the French. From 
the walls a remarkable fine view is obtained 
of the country to Ciudad Rodrigo, in front of 
a range of hills ten leagues distant. 

On the left appears Pinhel, and 3 leagues 
further, the fortress^ of Almeida, on the 
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Spanish side of the Goa, over which there is 
a stone brijlge, 2 miles from the town. 

The fine commanding plain of Guardana-^ 
turally points it out, as the station for a body 
of troops, to observe and check the incursion 
of a hostile force on this part of the fron- 
tier, and when pressed by superior numbers, 
it will 4)6 in the commander's option to fall 
back upon his reinforcements, by the roads 
on either side of the Estrella. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

Cx.udad Rodrigo be»eged and taken after i most gallant defence**- 
The British out-posts ^thdrawn to Val de Lamula, Sec. 

Celerico, 24/A July,, 1810. 

O.N. the 25th of June, the Commander 
of the forces and. the heads of militaiy de* 
partments, moved from Celerico to Almeida ; 
and on the 30th to Alverca, 3 leagues or 
midway betwixt this town and Almeida. 

On the 17th the French having completed 
their trenches before Ciudad Rodrigo, in- 
vested the place with a force of 30,00Q 
in£antry and 5000 cavalry. Deserters say 
that the troops have only a quarter ratioa 
of biscuit without meat, and no forage 
for their horses. 

On the night of the 25th of June the 
enemy opened his batteries against Ciudad 
Rodrigo, and after a njost gallant defence, 
during which about 700 of the inhabitants 
were killed by the bombardment, the Go- 
vernor, seeing no hopes of relief, and his 
provisions and ammunition being nearly. 
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exhausted, surrendered by capitulation on 
the evening of the 10th instant. 

The Marquis of Romana came from 
Badajos for the purpose it was said of re- 
questing Lord Wellington would advance 
to its relief, but departed, perfectly satisfied 
with the propriety of the British leaders 
reasons for declining to make a forward 
movement; which, by endangering the 
safety of his army, might ultimately compro- 
mise the general cause. 

On the 28th ultimo the enemy having dri- 
ven in the British out-posts to Alomeda, I 
league beyond Fort Conception hutted at 
Gallegos with his advanced guard, and on 
the ^th instant his force having increased on 
iMs side of the Agueda, Genei'al Crawford 
withdrew his piquets into Fort Conception, 
which he abandoned on the 21st and the Bri- 
tish out-posts retired to Val de Lamula. 
On that day a skirmish took place, in which 
Lieutenant-Colonel Talbot, of the 14th dra- 
goons, was killed ; the cavalry made 2 officers 
and 30 men prisoners, who declare that the 
French army is much straitened for provi * 
isiohs. 
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General Cameron's brigade moved forward 
to Minucal , Baraf al and . the adjacent 
villages, a league in front of Celerico, on 
the 20th ; and Colonel Archibald CampbelFs 
fine brigade the 6th and 18th regiments of 
Portuguese infantry, marched through this 
town on their route to the Val cie Mob* 
dego. ' 

On the following day Sir Brent Spencer, 
second in command, left this with his staff 
for Avelaiis de Riviera. 

Regnier is reported to have arriwd with 
his division at Zoxza, Mayor* 

Yesterday and thismommg it has lained 
violently, with thunder and Hghtning. 

For the last 6 weeks the officers have 
amused themselves with frequent horse-races 
in this neighboiirhood, and there was occa- 
sionally some good sport* 
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LETTER XXXV. 

' tttneral Crawford retires oyer the Coa, after a smart affair with a 
greatly superior force of the Enemy. — General Hiirs Division 
crosses the Tagus.— -Regnier arrives at Castel Branco. — Movt^ 
ments of the Britbh. — A party of Officers visit the Estrella. 

MmmeiUo ie Sierra, 12th August, 1810. 

. On the 25th qf July, at 3 A.M. the 
guards received orders to march ; and soon 
after 6 proceeded through the small town of 
Barapal to Mar^al de Chao, 2 leagues, 
where they arrived about 8 o'clock. The 
cause of this sudden movement was owing 
to the enemy having passed the Coa in 
considerable force, after a severely con- 
tested aifi^ir with General R. Crawford's 
division. 

During the whole of this day and the fol- 
lowing, the wounded officers and men were 
passing to the rear in cars. 

On the afternoon of the 26th, the enemy's 
advance appeared within a league of head- 
quarters, where preparations were made tdf 
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receive them, the divisions of Generals 
Picton and Crawford being turned out for 
that purpose. The 14th and l6th dragoons 
take the duty of the out-posts. 

Lieutenant-General Hiirs division of the 
combined British and Portuguese army 
broke up from the left bank of the Tagus 
an the IJth ultimo, and crossing the river 
at Villa Velha, the , head of the column 
reached Atalaya^ 5 leagues on this side of 
Castel Branco, on the 22d. 
• Before day-break, on the 28th of July, 
the guards, left in front, with the brigade of 
guns attached to the division, moved out of 
the town of Marpal de Chao, and halted, to 
allow General Cameron's brigade to take its 
place in the, column, which then retired 
through Barapal, Celerico, Cortifo, and 
Villa Corte25> to Sampayo, where General 
Cameron's brigade was left ; the guards pro- 
ceeded about a league beyond to Gouvea, a 
handsome town, on the side of the Estrella. 
This day's march was one of the longest 
made by the British in Portugal, being up- 
wards of 7 leagues. On the road passed 
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ttiie 4th dtagoofts, and Captain BuH*s ttoop 
of boTse artillery^ going to the advance. 

Next day the column was again in motion^ 
About 8 A.M, the guards halted in Vinho? 
General Cameron's brigade marched a league 
further to Penhanfos: At Vinho the arrival 
of the troops 'threw the inhabitants into 
the greatest consternation,; and a convent of 
nuns taking the alarm> the whole place 
became a scene of confusion- la the course 
of the day the friends of the poor Benedic- 
tines arrived from dijSerent parts of the 
country, and conveyed them away, to a 
place of refuge, with the furniture of the 
nunnery* There was not a dry eye in the 
village as the affecting cavalcade set out s 
the poor had experienced the kindness of 
the nuns in a thousand instances^ and la-* 
mented the hard necessity of their departure 
with unfeigned sorrow. 

General Spencer remains at the out*posts> 
Eraxedas 2 leagues, in front of Alverca, 
with the light cavalry and horse artillery ; 
head-quarteriJ and General Crawford's light 
division are in Celerico, excepting only two 
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companies of the 95th^ stationed on the 
right bank of the Mondego. 

General Pictorfs division is at Sampayo; 
General Cole*s at Linhares, Mello, &c. ; and 
the King's German legioh at Gouvea. 

Regnier has arrived at Castel Brancoy 
with the 2d corps of the array, arid Licii- 
tenjint-Grener&l HiU's division is watching 
his movements. Lieutenant-Colonel Wynd- 
ham of: the royal dragoons was surprised and 
taken prisoner on a reconnoitreing.party. 

On the 3d instant the 3d guards marched 
to Mpimento de Sierra/ a beautiful village^ 
2 miles from Vinho, at the foot of the 
Estrella. 

A party was ' formed to visit the highest 
point of the mountain, which is said to be 
7000 feet above the level of the sea. The 
pbject of. the officers was also to visit the 
lakes in that elevated situation. 

The party set out from Moimehto at ait 
early houFi^ and passing through the small 
town of Gea, where the Bishop of Guarda. 
has a palacJe, arrived about 9 o'clock at 
St. Romao, and procured a guide> who.feonr; 
ducted tl^em, by a good road to a chapel 
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close tio^ the river Alva, 3 miles and ^ half 
from the last town* The road'wound beau- 
tifully through a romantic country, under 
the rugged front of the Estrella, whence 
small streams were issuing in every direction^ 
on tlieir way to 'join the clear water? of the 
Alva. After this the road became a mere 
sheep-track, and so difficult that the party 
had to dismount and Ipad their mulea. 
With much exertipn they at last reached 
the furthest stage of the. Estrella, where 
some rye was growing, and a few peasants 
thrashing* On enquiry they learned that the 
lakes were at the distance of 2 leagues. . 
Every step the party advanced the scenery 
became more interesting, and the views more 
extensive ; at one spot where a natural 
amphitheatre was formed, encircled by rocks, 
"the sound was reverberated for a long period 
of time : here a large flock of goats were 
feeding. The road was now extremely in- 
tricate ; at length the party reached the 
summit, and obtained a fine view of the 
Tralos Montes to ^ the northward, and over 
an immense territory, bounded by the 
Atlantic in the west. The officers were 
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several times fenvdbped in cIoikIs, whidi ai 
length ilisper»itig, they }e£k th^ir m^}^ ai^ 
proceeded to the lakes ; the greater feiritiitig 
nefirlir a si^ltre of 6 by 7^ ^rardts; 'ivM 
fodunded on one ude by a ridge ai it$dk«, 
GO wbkh iwrere ikmm patches of boow ;• ihe 
leaser lake form$ a kind of oisck t& tha 
other. iSotBe parte are »or deep as laevfer t0 
heLvehesn iifithpihed ; faiit tiais may hfi ovtmg. 
to tjie Tfant of curi^mtj in the Poirtiigj*es^* 
Tbe^rty now retiiraetl, attd 54 die :end of 
5 hoars reached th^rxniiles. 
* There is j»»M Vegetation aod a good deal 
of rye .growing in the variiotts Sierra!^. 0» 
ti«e lights at tibie farthest exl3»mity, is *he 
ridge on which Guarda is situated, 'lie fet»r 
peasants wlwm the oflScers met with in this 
remote region of the air, informed them 
that wolves were numerous on different parts 
of the mountain i and here is to be found 
all the various genus of heath and plants: 
among others tlie dead plant is seen growing 
out of fissures in the rock, of a white colour, 
and appearing as if , scorched by lightning. 

The inhabitants of the villages situated in 
the' Estrella have in their history the leading 
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features of all mountain tribes ; fhey pay 
no taxes, but one-tenth of the produce of 
their lands is assigned for the maintenance 
of a modem noble^ and tliis tribute is col« 
lected half--yearly by his stewards. 

The enemy, after establishing himself on 
the left bank of the Coa, commenced hi* 
preparations for the siege of Almeida, in 
which he proceeds but slowly, owing to the 
rocky soil, and the necessity of bringing 
earth from some dbtance, to cover his ap« 
preaches. Marshal Ney a few days ago 
advanced with a considerable force for the 
purpose of making a reconnoissance^ which 
having completed^ he retired to his former 
position. 
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LETTJER XXVI. 

Almeida taken^ and Retreat of the Britisli. 

PUhadtm, ZUt of Augud, IQIO. 

At day-break on the Iptli instant, the 
guards were in motion, and advanced through 
the villages of Vinho, Sam pay o, and Villa 
Cortex, to Linhares, a small town, with an' 
ancient castle on the side of the Estrella ; 
and the next day marched through Corti^o, 
to Gelerico, 2 leagues .-^Reports are favour- 
able. Letters have been intercepted fronx 
some of the French generals, stating the 
misery and discontent of their troops,, from 
sickness, want of pay, and the harassing 
warfare carried on by the Spaniards in every 
quarter. 

On the 21st, hea,d-quarters returned to 
Alverca da Beira ; and on the 2Sd the guards 
again advanced to Marpal do Chao, and oc- 
cupied their former cantonments. 

Whether the exertions of the British wiH 
eventually secure the independence of these 
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kingdoms or not, time alone can discover? 
meanwhile the position they have maintained 
for so many months, in the face of the most 
formidable French army on this side of the 
Pyrenees, has occasioned a diversion favour- 
able to the Spaniards, by affording time to 
re-as^emble and re-oi'ganize their troops, 
iftten ^feated and dispersed by tte supotior 
military discipline and tactics of the enemy ; 
and it ibrms a fin^ trait in their national 
character, that ncitlier by threats or pro*^ 
mises have any numbers been induced to 
Abalidon the cause of their country, and etoroj 
themsehes under the standard of the oon-^ 
temptible usurper. 

The enemy having completed his work» 
faefore Almeida* opened his batteries o» 
the 26th intatant, in . the niorniag^ and com*** 
meiMied a furious bombardmelit from 70 
pieces of cannon, at the same moment The 
besieged returned a very brisk fire during the 
-whole of that day. 

A telegraph was erected at head-quarters 
to communicate with Almeida ; and it was 
said td be arranged, that the governor Colonel 
Cox^ was to give notice to tlie Commuider 
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of V the forces when he found a surrender 
unavoidable, on M'hich the whole of the 
combined army in this quarter was to advance 
against the enemy, and driving him beyond 
the Coa, to bring off the garrison* The 
weather being hazy on the 27th, no message 
could be received by the telegraph, but it 
was perceived from the out-posts that the 
firing had ceased, and that the Governor 
was in communication with the enemy. Ill 
the absence of all information, various sur* 
mises were formed, and reports circulated, 
but the real cause of the disaster which com- 
pelled Colonel Cox to enter into terms 
with the enemy, remained for the present 
ynknown. 

August the 28th, a sudden order was is- 
sued at 10 A.M. when the guards marched 
to Celerico. Soon after leaving Marpal de 
(Ilhao, ,a tremendous, thunder-^-storm came 
on, accompanied with heavy rain, A private 
of the Coldstream was killed by a *flash of 
lightning.— 29th, to Gouvea, 4 leagues ;-!««^ 
30th, to St. Romao, 2 leagues. The Cold? 
stream halted in Ceia. 
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This morning the 3d regiment anived 
her^, about Tialf a mile from Saragoce, on 
the high road to Coimbra. The Coldstream 
in quarters at T or ozello.-r— Distance from 
St..Romao> 1 league. 
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LETTER XXXVrf 



The combined Army takes up a position on the right Bsok of the 
Mondego.«— Battle of Busaco. 



Si. MarUnho do Bitpo, 30e& S^tcmber, 1810. \ 

On the morning of the 3d instant, the 
1st division marched upon the road to 
Coimbra, 5 leagues. General Cameron'* 
brigade and the 3d guards hutted ; the 
Coldstream was quartered in Moita, and 
the King's German legion in an adjoining 
village. 

Next day, the 3d guards marched to the 
village of Sanguinhada, and General Came* 
Ton's • brigade on the 5th, was cantoned in 
Cortifo. 

Head-quar Jfers were at Gouvea, and every 
thing remained quiet in front. The 24th 
Portuguese regiment, taken in Almeida and ' 
said to have volunteered into the French 
service, has every man escaped. 

At day-break on the 18th instant, the 
guards marched from Moita and Sanguin*- 
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hada; at the same time, the rest of the 
division was in motion, and the whole 
crossed the^Out^ d^Mnrcdla ^nd bivouaced 
2 leagues beyond, near the village of Foy 
di'Arouee^ on the banks of the river Ceira. 
Thunder and lightning with heavy rains, 
which continued, without intermission, the 
whole of the night and following morning. 
* JJefore day-brealt on the 19th» the division 
w^s agsiin on march, and enteired Coimbra 
soon after mid.*day. 

Head-quartefs were yesterday in Cosiipo, 
^i)d thjist morning Xord WeUington mth hi& 
fttaff> accompanied by Marshal Bereaford> 
crossed the Mondego. 

JDluring the night, several Portuguieise regi- 
ments came into Coimbra. 
^ At half-past 9 A- M* on the 2(M:h, the 
division advanced On the Oporto road and 
halted at Malheadai in which town, the 3d 
guards were quartered. The Coldstream 
Jvalted in a wop<l on the right. Colonel 
Packefthap's/ brigade, the 7th and 79th were 
in advance. Lord Illantyre (Cameron's) oo 
the left^ and the Kind's German legion half 
a mile in the rear. 
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September the 2Ut, before dawti, th« 
division was under arms* The 3^ guard* 
raored out of Malheada to join the Cold-^ 
Stream, when Colonel Packenham's brigade 
went into cantonrnenta. Several brigades of 
Portuguese infantry formed in the rear of the 
division on the Coimbra road. 

September the 22d the Coldstream went 
into quarters at Valcaljza, the 3d regiment 
in the villages of Travossa and Canedo. 

The fall of Almeida after a bombardment 
of only one day, but in reality, occasioned 
by the explosion of the grand magazine ; by 
which unfortunate event, one half of the 
town was destroyed, 50Q of the garrison, and 
a great number of the inhabitants killed, 
removed the principal remaining obstacle to 
th« entrance of Masscna's army into this 
kingdom, but they proceeded with great 
caution in their movements, owing to the 
difficulty of bringing forward their supplies, 
which ^yas absolutely necessary, as the enemy 
could not place any dependence on the 
resources of a country so long occupied by 
the British. The French appear to have 
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been completely foiled in their plans, by the 
prudent defensive system adopted by Lord 
Wellington^ as there can be lio dotibt that 
it was a principal object with Massena, in 
undertaking the sieges of Ciudad Rodrigo 
and Almeida, to draw the British from their 
strong hilly positions to the plains on which 
these towns are situated ; where, if at all, 
the superior number of his cavalry might be 
expected to give him the advantage. On a 
further advance from the frontier, that spe- 
cies of force could no longer be rendered 
useful in. the. same degree, but must prove 
extremely burdensome and embarrassing to 
his operations, from the very great scarcity 
of forage, which even the British experienced 
at times, although the harvest had been got 
in, and the whole grain in the country was 
in requisition for their supply. 

About a fortnight ago. Marshal Massena 
made a feint of coming down upon the left 
bank of the Mondego, and aptually pushed 
his reconnoitreing parties to Cortifo and Xiin- 
hares in that direction, but, apprehensive of 
meeting a check at the strong pass of the 
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Ponte de Maircella, he, on the 18th, 19th, 
and 20th of September crossed the river 
with his whole army at the bridge of Fornos^ 
below Celerico, advancing upon Coimbra 
by the way of Vizeu. This movement of the 
enemy was met by the Commander of the 
forces with his usual foresight, and the in- 
tentions of the French leader being now 
clearly, developed, the 2d division under 
General Hill was directed to join the main 
body by the route of Sobriera Formosa and 
Pedro-gao, when the whole of the combined 
irmy, with the e^^ception of General Fane's 
division of cavalry and some Portuguese in- 
lanti'y, was placed upon the right bank of 
the Mondego, with a celerity which set all 
ordinary calculation at defiance, 
' September the 22d, .skirmishing at the 
out-posts^ 

On the 23d, the bridge over the Criz be- 
yond Mortigao having been blown up by 
Brigadier-General Pack, the French occu- 
pied themselves in repairing it, and then 
passed over a column of infantry and ca- 
valry, who were opposed by the light division 
and General Pack's Portuguese brigade. 
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On; the 24th aud 25th the enemy con- 
tinued to advance, and it was evident ^he 
whole of his force was concentrating. In a, 
smart skirmish. Captain Iloey was severely 
and Mellish slightly wounded. 

Whilst the French continued their ap^ 
prpach upon Coimbra by the road leading 
over the Sierra of Busaco, the main body of 
the allied army remained in the adjoining 
villages, where the troops had been cantoned, 
that they might not suffer from the heq,vy 
dews at this season of the year. 

Before day-break on the 26th the . several 
divisions of British and Portuguese were in 
motion. The brigade of guards ^arrived in 
the village of huz^ about 8 o'clock, and 
soon after began to ascend the Sierra of 
Busaco, on whpse summit is situated, a 
convent of the austere order of L^ Trappe, 
Lord Wellington's head-*quarters. The route 
lay for nearly 2 miles through the gardens ; 
before leaving them, a cannonade cora-> 
menced, the brigade was ordered to load 
and then formed behind the brow of the 
hill, from whence, the whole of the enemy's 
force was distinctly discernedt They ajfc- 
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ptared m comsideraWe nuai-bers, the infaiitrjr 
supposed to be not less than 60,000, and a 
very large force in cavalry. . 

About 5 P, M. the French piqitets made 
ati attack upQfii. the Portuguese light troops, 
(casadores,) who reburhed their fire witii thSe 
utmost steadiness «nd resolution. 

The formation of the combined army nras 
as IblloTTs: — • 

Lieotfenant-General HiU's division, which 
had crossed the Mondego this nxorniag, was 
placed on the right of the whole liiae, hailing 
the diyistoins of Genefals Leith atid Pictori 
(m Im left. In tl^ centix*, the. lit division, 
of which the guards formed the right, uo-» 
d<6r the comraalid of Sir Brei^t Spencer^ 
beyond was the light division in the mo$t 
advanced part of the po3ition, o^^&ite the 
gardens of tlie monastery. Major^Gen^ral 
Cole's at the extrennity (m the left. 

Gettetal Fane's division of cavalry re- 
maiaed oa the left bank of the Mondego, to 
observe the mmxments of the eaemy in that 
direction : a few squadrons only were oh the 
heights^ tlje ground being unfavourable for 
that description of force; and the main 
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body under Sir Stapleton Cotton was formed 
in the plains in front of Malheada, and on 
the Oporto road. 

The brigades of Portuguese infantry and 
casadores were united with the British, and 
the result proved this to have been the 
best possible distribution of the troops of 
our ally. 

The line of the combined army thus 
posted, extended along the ridge of Busaco 
for nearly 2 leagues, but the whole of the 
intermediate space was not occupied, except 
by a chain of light troops, and formed the 
segment of a circle, whose extreme pointi^ 
embraced every part of the enemy's position. 
Not a movement could be made in the 
French lines without its being immediately 
observed from the Sierra, and this circum- 
stance contributed most materially to the 
success of the British* 

At dusk, the 1st division moved to the 
right, aud bivouaced close to the brow of the 
hill covered by the light infantry. The 
weather thick and foggy. 

September the 27th at dawn of day the 
enemy advanced 2 columns^ and at the same 
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mbment, threatened the right aiid centre of 
the allied army- The column on the right 
moved up the hill, under the fire of the light 
troops, with great intrepidity, and had 
gained the summit, when it was charged 
whilst deploying into line, in the most gal*- 
lant manner by Colonel Mackinrion's bri- 
gade, the 45th and 88th regiments, and the 
9th Portuguese under Lieutenant-Colond 
Sutton, supported on the right by part of 
General Leith*s corps, and on the left by 
Major-General Lightburne's brigade and the 
guards, which had moved to the right for 
that purpose, on the first indication of the 
tjnemy's intention. The French could not 
withstand the shock, but retreated down the 
hill with immense loss. One regiment, the 
1st Legere of R^gnier's Corps d'Armee was 
entirely cut to pieces. The enemy foiled iti 
this attack, made another more to the right,^ 
where he was again repulsed at the point of 
the bayonet. This second attack was sup- 
ported by some heavy artillery, and dish- 
mounted 2 guns ; but a shell having set fire 
to the ammunition tumbril which blew up, 
- the French abandoned their battery. 
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The CotnraatHieT of the ibrceB wai every 
where in person, giving directions and wiper^ 
intending th« different points of attack* 
Eariy in the morning, two of his tita^i 
Lieutenants-Colonel Campbell and LOid 
Fitzroy Sori^erset were wounded. 

Finding th^e attacks on the right vnsw:*- 
c^sful, the enemy directed his principal 
e&^rts against the left of the centre, aod 
in a charge made by the tSd and 52d regi- 
ments. General Simon was wounded aiad 
taken with his Aid-de-Carnp. A short time 
afterwards a young Spanish jady, in male 
attire, whom the General had .i;arried off 
from Madrid, and his ba^age, were wnt to 
the British head-quarter^s with a £iag of 
truce. 

About 8 o'clock a fog came on, which^ 
for a time, partially ob^^iired the posilionB 
of the respective aroiies. AVhen the day 
dearied up, it was discovered that the eneiiiy 
Jbad pkiced Jargfe bodks of light troops in 
the *oods and valley which skirted th^e ibotr 
torn <rf the Sierra. They were successfoily 
oppo^d by the light division, the casadores, 
the light infantry of the Ist division, and 
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Colonel Paken ham's brigade the 7thf and 
79ih regiments. The enemy's fire slackened 
about noon, but the light troops continued 
engaged until the evening. During the 
ajction, a number of deserters came over. 

On the following morning the light infantry- 
were again partially engaged on the Jeft of 
the line. At mid-day the enemy's cavalry 
and several columns of infantry were ob- 
served in motion to the rear. All quiet in 
camp. The French set fire to a small vil- 
lage on leaving it. 

At 10 P. M. the army quitted the position 
of Busaco. After halting for 2 hours near 
the monastery, the 1st division proceeded 
on the road to Coirabra. At day-light on 
the 29th, it was perceived that the enemy 
had withdrawn the whole of his troops from 
the ground he occupied during the engage-i- 
ment. 

An hour before sun-set. the division halted 
within a league of Coimbra, and this morning 
the troops were again under arms before day*- 
^reak. About 8 o'clock the guards ih the 
rear of the >:olumn forded the Mondego, 
and went into quarters jjn the village of St 

o 
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]^artin]io do Bkpo. Strong jncquets Trere 
ibrmed to {Mrot^ict the fords during the 
liight. 

A detachment of the guards joined thi& 
day from England, having come round bjr 
sea from lisbon to Figueiras. 



Digitized by 



Google 



195 



LETTER XXxyill. 

Tht Combined Anny retirat to iht oitiencbed Potitioiip ui the 
Yioiiiity of Liflbon, ^c* 

PorteHa de €asaes, 10th November, 1810. 

Thob manoeuvres of M$trshal Mas&ena, afteif 
the battle of Busaco, left the Commander of 
the forces, in no doubt of his intention to 
throw his whole army on the high road> from 
Oporto, and the ppsition being turned on the 
29th of September, . by the enemj's move- 
ment to the right, L9rd Wellington, in pur- 
suance of the defensive system, on which he 
bad hitherto acted, conSnenced his retreat to 
the fortified lines in the neighbourhood of 
the capitaL 

On the 1st of Octdber, Sir Br^t Spencer's 
division moved put of their cp-ntpuments 
before day-break, and, pas^ii^g through the 
town of Pericra and Sour6 bivouaced at dusk^ 
in a vineyard close to the latter. The roajd*^ , 
were crouded with people flying from their^ 
bouses to the mountains and sea coast, the 
monasteries and nunneries were deserted; 

o 2 
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numbers accompanied the march of the Bri-^ 
tish troops, and Jhjs -banks of the Mondegd 
^jBre lined with distressed groupes^ impa- 
tiently waiting to embark* , 

The advance of the €nemj on this morn- 
ing entered Coimbra, their cavalry having 
previously charged a troop of hosrse artillery, 
which retired without loss over the Mon* 
dego. 

October the 2nd, After a fatiguing march 
of 5 leagues, oh a road parallel with the one 
through:]E^ombar, by which the main body of 
the airmy was retiring, the 1st division halted 
on the banks of the Rio Maganche, within 
a league of Leyria, through which the troops 
marched next morning, arid bivouaced in a 
Vood, a league and a half beyond, near 
C^nvieza, until the 5tb, when the columns 
Hrere again in motion, and halted at the close 
of day, nfear the village of Condieras. 

On the 6th, through Riomayor to Alcoen- 
tre, 4 leagues, and on the 7th, to Aldea 
Galle^a, the isame distatice. The army feach 
day in bivouac, ^ 

Heavy rains set in on the following morn- 
ing, and the roads were in a dreadful state. 
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The 1st division passed through Sobral, 
about nQon, and the battalions were can- 
toned in the adjoining villages. The guards 
at San Quintino, within a short distance of 
the works. 

The cavalry under Sir Stapleton Cotton, 
covered the retreat of the array, during the 
\fhole' of ^the march, from Busabo, and on 
several occasions, particularly at Leyria, on 
the 5th instant proved its decided superiority 
over that of the enemy. 

October the 9th, heavy rains. The troops 
remained in their quarters. The state of the 
roads necessarily retarded the enemy's ad- 
vance to the position. 

OctobCT the 10th, the whole division in 
SobraiL The commander of the forces, and 
Marshal Beresford, arrived at SanQuintino. 
Next day the troops marched from Sobral, 
at 2 in the afternoon, and remained until 
dusk, on the brow of a hill, in front of the 
grand batteries. Afterwards the , guards 
moved into the village of Sobriera. Heavy 
rains, with thunder and lightning, but the 
^nemy <^ontinued to advance, notwithstand- 
ing the severity of the weather. 
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October the 12tli, all quiet. The troop» 
were kept in readiness to torn out at a mo- 
ment's notice. 

On the 13th, a strong column of the enemy 
was observed on the height, beyond Sobral); 
apparently moving towardis this left. The 
gun boats, under the command of Lieute^ 
nant Berkeley, steitioned in the Tftgu^^ 
abreast of Villa Franca, opened s^hciTjr fire 
this morning upon the tQ\^n, in whieh t^ete 
was a French force of 1-200 men, wfeo vtete 
driven out, with considerable loss. Genei^l 
Lacroix was cut in« two by a cannon shot. 

Working parlies were employed m com* 
pleting the works on Sbbriera Hill, and m 
mending the road to Bucdlas. The high 
road to Mafra runs through this village* 
AH quiet during the night 

About ttoon on the l-tth^ the enemy 
opened a battery of four-poundert^ from 
behind tom^ casks, at the entrance of 
Sobral, upon the advance of the 1st division, 
consisting, of 1^ 71st regiment, under Colo- 
nel Cadogah, and part of Major-Gaieral 
Cameron^s brigade. After a severe conflict 
of an hour, the enemy's fire waa discontinued, 
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mnd eacli party carried off t%m wounded • 
la this affiiir the French lost IQO roeQ, Bri- 
tish, 40» in killed an4 wounded. A ff>w,prir 
soners wer^ taken^^ but no advantf^e gaine4 
on either sid^. The picquets Tenu^iped 
>at dusk within n short distapce of Sobral^ 
which was occupied by the enemy, whose 
force being increased towards the evenings 
by tlie arrival of the ^h corps, and part of 
.thjs 6thj Sir Bi'ent Spencer, in the course of 
4;h6 nightj withdrew his advanced posts. 

At 4ay-break the next morning, a recon- 
tH>itreing pairty of the enemy vas observed' 
oh the heights^ wher^ M^jor-General Came- 
ron's brigade was posted the day before* 
About 7 A* M* the light infantry of the 
.^ards, moved out of Cabedos, in which a 
company of the 60tk was left. S,ever?^ 
working parties employed in mining the 
r{pads for explosion. The Tepprt of Colonel 
Trant, having taken -500ft of the eiwrny's 
sick and wounded, in Coimbra, has reached 
the French army, and creatse a considerable 
sensation acnong the troopfib whom the offi- 
x:ers are eftdeavouriug to persuade that the 
news is unfounded. 
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Sf Msena aueiild^d by a large staff, was di^ 
tinctly seen reconhoitreing yesterday, for 
a considerable time. His army is in 3 divi- 
aionsy apd the riglit does not appear to be 
advanced beyond Sobral, his left, extended to 
the Tagus. The road to Torres Vedras, is 
tendered nearly impassable, by the rains, 
it^hich still continue, although not so violent 
as during the last week. It is generally be*- 
lieved that the Fi-ench are in a very awk- 
ward predicament, in consequence of their 
rapid advance* Massena has met with an 
opposition he certainly did not expect, and 
his difficulties are hourly increasing, from the 
want of provisions* ^ 

At '5 P. M. the guards moved out of So* 
briera to Portella de Gasaes, to make roorn 
for Major-General Sir W. Erskine's bri- 
gade. 

The following is the disposition of the 
combined army :-^ > 

£d division — 

Hill's, the right resting at Alhandra, 
on the Tjagus, and flanked by gun- 
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boats. The brigades of Generals 
Lumley and Hoghton^ at Bucellas. 

Light division, CrawfordVS • 
id. ditto, Leith's |»"<1"»»™- 

1st division — 

Sir B. Speneer, centre and left. 
The GeneraFs head-quarters in So- 
briera, 

3d division— - 

Picton^s, Torres Vedras. 

4th division — ^ 

Cole's, Dias Portas. 

6th division — 

A* Campbeirs> Ribaldiera.^ 

. ' ' • ■ 

Cavalry. — Head-quarters of Sir S. Cotton, 
JitMaira. 

<• . ■ 

The Portuguese brigades in the batteries, 
and intermixed with the British Brigadeir- 
General Pack commands in the fort, on the 
.most elevated point, and in the centre of 
the intrenched line. From this spot, which 
is immediately above the village of Portella 
de Casaes, there is a most beautiful and exten- 
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sivie View ; eompreheftding on the tight, the 
rich valley of the Tagus, atiid across that 
river into the province of Alentejo, apd on 
the left> to the Atlantic^ including the whole 
of the positions, the hill of Cintra, and the 
Burlings — with the fortress of Peniche, 

October I6th, all quiet— the sick sent 
daily to Lisbon. Working parties employed 
on the works, and in repairing some roads, 
antd blocking up others. Cofninunicalibns 
to the Commander of the forces, sent by the 
telegrjaphs on the hi^ls, under the command 
of naval officers, and signaJiif for th^ several 
brigades to march to their respectiire alarm 
posts, directed to be inade on the first ap* 
pearance of a forward moTemeht by the 
ieiiemy% 

On the 19th, the Marquis of JKoiAanay 
tjrossed the Tagus below; Villa Franca, with 
the 1st division pf the Spanish army, tlfider 
CreneralO'Donneil. 

The principal part of the French infatltry 
dhaye hutted in a pine wood^ about a league 
in. rear of Sobral, which tliey continue to 
<>ccupy. The enemy, has no troops to the 
right of that town, therefore it is supposed 
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that the attack when made wfth a view of 
penetrating to Lisbon, will be either by the. 
high road, leading from Sobral, to that city, 
or by the road on the bank of the Tagus, 
which in addition to the troops and batteries 
in that part of the line is flanked by the gun- 
boats, under Lieutenant Berkeley, who has 
already driven him out of Villa Frattca. Mas- 
sena seems at no time to have entertained the 
idea of forcing his way to the capital, by the 
road on the sea side, from Torres Vedras, 
through Mafra and Cintra. 

October the 28th, the heavy mins have 
been succeeded for the last week, by fine dry 
healthy weather, the mornings cold. De- 
serters continue to arrive, who affirm that 
the enemy's baggage is sent to the rear,^ and 
that a considerable force, under Loison, ha.*' 
already fallen back upon Thomar, doubtles^ 
with a view of collecting provisions, of which 
particularly bread, the troops are in great 
want. The accounts of deserters, however, 
are always to be received with extreme jea- 
lousy and caution. 

Brigadier-General Blunt has sent, out par- 
ties from Pemch6, who are constantly ha- 
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ya^siiig the enem:^s right ; several skir mii^eft 
have taken place near Obidos, where there 
is a small Portuguese garrison commanded 
by Captain' Fen wick* 

- Major«>General Fane, has crossed the Ta- 
gus, with a division of cavalry and infantry 
^o prevent the enemy foraging in the 
Alentejd. 

', The enemy's force on his left seems to have 
ifather increased. Massena was observed, 
making a reconnomance yesterday, 

November the 7th, Marshal Beresford 
was invested with the Insignia of the Bath 
in the royal palace of Mafra, on which 
occasion the Commander of the British 
forces gave a splendid entertainment to the 
officers of the army and to the Portuguese^ 
nobility. 

The enemy remains in statu quoy and no* 
thing of importance has lately taken place^ 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

Hetreat of the French.^The Britisb in {NUTMiit^ arrive befort 
Santarem, where Geners^l R. Crawford is left to watcti tfafi 
Bncniy, &c. 

Cartaxo, November ^5, 1810. 

At day-light, on the 15th instant, it was 
perceived that the enemy ^s J)iquets were 
withdrawn, and soon afterwards that he 
had quitted Sqbral, and was in full retreat 
on the road to Santarem. At midnight the 
troops received orders to. march. At day- 
break the brigade of guards moved off, passt 
ing through Sobral, and at 2 P.M. arrive4 
in Alemquer, where Massena^s head-quarters 
had been for some time, — The day remark- 
ably foggy. — The French had placed fire 
beacons on every height.— Alemquer is beau- 
tifully situated ip a valley, watered by a sma)I. 
river. Here is ?t very large paper manu- 
factory, the only one in the kingdom. 

The whole place exhibited the usiiaf 
marks of its having been possessed by the 
enemy, every house being left in a most dirty 
state. Nothing escaped ihe unpitying haild 
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of the French ; the furniture in many houses 
was destrQyed, although it appeared that 
tliey had gone off without much previous 
notice. The churches were not spared by 
the enemy ; on the contrary, every thing 
appertaining to religion seemed marked for 
particular destruction. The deserted nun- 
nery was completely ransacked. 

November the 17th, the 1st division halted 
in Alemquer, where head*quarters also re* 
mained. Next morning the troops were 
iiniier arms before day-break, and passing 
through Carregada, Villa Nova, and Azam^ 
bujo, irrived about 4 P. M. in the town of 
Cartaxo, which the enemy had pillaged. 
Lieutenant-General Hill crossed the Tagus, 
zt Valada, on his route towards Abrantes. 

Previous to the march it was said that the 
enemy's rear guard bad evacuated Santarenoi ; 
but this information proving incorrect, the 
Comniander of the forces reconnoitred the 
position which the French had taken up, 
^nd determined to atjtack them on the follow- 
ing morning. * 

November the 19th, the division, left. in 
front, marched from Cartaxo at day-break^ 
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and at 8 o'clock hf^ltcd on a plain to ^llpwj 
the rear of the column to close up; after 
which the troops proceeded on the road to 
Santarem^ which they arrived in sight <>f 
a|}out 9 o'clock. €reneral Anson'd brigade, 
of cavalry was detached on the Riomayor, 
road; sever^ coi:p8 of ^Htigh^nd Portun 
guese infantry were also iaQj;^«g upon the 
^neoiy's; right. 

The plan of ftttjtck had been alrCRdy co©^ 
ijamiJic^fee4io^hft:g€MeraloflSc^fs. The light 
ditisk)^ wa^ to advance along the imvshy plain, 
^^ijch ^tpndfs tp rthe Tagus on the rights 
Si|r Williapi JEr^jkine'a brigade was to engage. 
the,^^aiy> attenti^ ©u the left ; wbil&t the 
brigade of guards, pfeceded by the li|tbf 
cQ^pani^Sst and suppofted by Major-General 
CapiBr9p'g Highland brigade^ pushed across 
the. bridge and BairowcaiisiBway to storm th« 
lower i^9ge of heights, on which the French 
were! d)«eov^Qd in considerable force. Thisi 
part of the -attack mij^ inevitably have. 
b«en attended with Icm ; the bridge over 
thi^ Bioii^ayo]^ and causeway being, com- 
pletely commanded by the enemy's ar-. 
tilleiy^ abbattis constructed, and other im- 
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pediments thrown in the way of the British, 
Every exertion had been made to render the 
position tenable, and certainly the whole 
presented a most formidable aspect. Besides 
these apparent obstacles to an attack, it was 
supposed that the causeway was mined for 
explosion.— Admitting, however, that these 
difficulties ha4 been overconie by the valour 
and perseverance of the troops, -It is doubtful 
whether the British could ha^ maifttairied 
their ground on the kiwer tidge, fexposed' 'to 
a heavy cannonade from Sanftarem and the* 
adjoining range of ^ heights,- to - which ^ tke 
ascent was extremely difficult of approach,"* 
the road leading over another caEuseway shiii- 
larly commanded as the first by the gunR<if! 
the enemy. During the. whole of this d»y, 
the Commander of the forces continued bis 
reconnaissance, and in> the evening the troops 
went into quarters^ the guards in the viMage- 
of Valle, leaving strong piquets to secure the 
front; the advanced sentry was posted on 
the bridge, about 150 yards from thbse^ of 
the French, whose piquet was stationed on 
the opposite bank, . . ' 
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Before day-break on the 20th, the brigades 
assembled at their respective alarm-posts, 
and remained, under arms until dusk. At 
13 A.M. the light division and a squadron 
of the royal dragoons advanced along the 
low marshy plain towards the enemy's left> 
and commenced firing on his out-posts ; but 
the ground was so unfavourable that Briga- 
dier-General Crawford soon retired, in which 
movement he was not molested by the 
enemy; — ^fhe rain of the preceding night had 
completely inundated the plain, and swelled 
the river, over which a bridge of trees was 
thrown, about half a mile below the one 
communicating with the causeway. 

Head-quarters in Cartaxo, where General 
Leith's division and the King's German legion 
are also cftntonied. 

General Hill's division was observed thi*' 
morning on march, on the south bank of the 
Tagus. 

November the 22d, about 2 E* M. the 
troops were ordered under arms, and the 
baggage sent off to the rear 9f Cartaxo, in 
consequence of the enemy making a move- 
ment on the Iqft. General Paqk's brigade of 
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Portuguese wHanJiryy vfhidi had advaiicedf 
tomoivds hk right, was obliged to retire after 
gome skirmistdngj the whole of tl^t Bth 
corps, Junbt's^ being drawn oi^ for the pUrf 
pose of making a reconnoksance, which having 
completed, the French retiaraed to Santarem^ 
The 2d corps d' urmee is also sttd to be. ill 
that town ; and Marshal Key with tiw W^^ 
betwixt Thomar and the Zejsere. 

On the £Sd Sir &^nt Spencer withdrew 
the guards and GeneraLCauneron^B biigade 
into CartaKO, where head-quarters reipain^ 
The light division continues advanced in firoal^ 
Supported by a brigade -oif cavaby, pbfieiving 
the enemy ; Geneial Picton's divtsioii is at 
Torres Vedras ; G^eral A- Campheirs at 
Alemquer ; Gena^l Cole'^a at Azambujo ; 
and General Leith's upon the left at Alco- 
entre, &c. The 2d division lieutenant-^ 
General HiU's, and Major«-Gen$£ral Fane's 
division of cavalry remain on the left hoxik. 
of th6 Tagus. Sir Williani^ Erskiiie <!om- 
mands the advance. 

It was for a day or two^ supposed tliait 
Massena intended to withdraw his army 
froift Portugal ; bat it would now appear this 
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was never .in his contemplation, his sole 
object being to glace his troops in good 
winter quarters^ until the Brrival of the ex- 
pected reinforcements from France, , which 
*' Son Alkesse d'EssHng" has been enabled 
to af^coBif^Ksfa, by the possession of Santarem, 
ttie stron^^t place oh eiUier bank 6f the 
Tagus. • 

MasSKHft Wia . estsily enabled to mask his 
tttoveuketit fo the rear, b^ his tr&o^i were 
^ofastantly ki motion on the road betwiit 
tfaie position 4fld SAnt&r^M. Hating gradu- 
fttly withdtuWn the Main b^y« hid piquets 
WW* eddied in Without any previous notice, 
sfieir du^ OH the Uth; istid ils no de^«t;ers 
<«me dreroftthit night, his t^tt^U: Wa^ hot 
diseovned utltil dsiy4ight neit ihc^tng'^ 
The light divi^i^n immediatdy adv«dEif<^ lii 
{)UrsUit, btit dbtne d^lay took pkce in respect 
%b thd cavalry, who Wfei-e never criaWed ttt 
toting ihb eneniy's t^t gtiafd to^ction ; con- 
seqcKRnlly £ew ^risonerg werem^de. 
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LETTER XL. 

The French after retmng from before the fortified position in the 
vicinity of the Capital, are cantoned during the Winter Months 
in Santarem, Thoqiar, &e.— Death of the Marquis of Romana* — 
Sketch of his Character, &c* 

Caffaxo^ 20th February, 1811. . 

The enemy continues to maintain himself 
in the strong positiofl of Santarem, and the 
three corps pf the army under the immediate 
command of Massena, ai^e eantonjed in 
Thomar, Torres Novas, ^ and the , other 
towns and villages in the fertile district, 
betwixt Santarem and the Zezere, oyer 
which river he has thrown a bridge, and 
collected a number of boats with the intenr 
tion, it is supposed, of transporting his 
army across the Tagus, into the province of 
Aleptejo* He has also constructed a battery 
on the rising ground, above the town of 
Punhete, and his guns command the navi* 
gation of both rivers. Notwithstanding these 
advantages, however, the combined force • 
under Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, ju4ir 
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6iously posted on the left bank of the Tagus, 
is considered sufficiently formidable to op- 
pose the passage of the enemy with every 
probability of success. 

The French troops have hitherto draWn 
the whole of their suppHes from this district, . 
and it is known that the resources of the 
country are in consequence nearly ex- 
hausted. The enemy's excursions in quest 
of provisions and forage for His cavalry are 
always made to the rear, and extremely con- 
fined, owing i:o the vigilance of the orde- 
nenza, who lose no opportunity of cutting off 
stragglers, aiid continually carry on a most 
harassing and destructive warfare. 
: General Gardanne's division which had 
arrived within a short distance of the Zezere, 
about the end of November, became alarmed 
on the appearance of a small reconnoitreing 
party from the garrison of Abrantes, which 
made some prisoners, and retired in great 
confusion towards the frontier, followed by 
the ordenenza, who annoyed them consider- 
ably during their retreat, and captiired a 
<juantity of baggage. This division subse- 
iqfaentily formed a junction with the 9th 



Digitized by 



Google 



?i4 

coyps, ooa»nwn4«4 by Qmff9\ Vfmv^i two 
dkisigins of whwh ta^ng th^ rowte of th& 
l^opti? de Marcella, fnfived a^ L^ri% iiEk 
December, where this Qfineiwl hv ^t*^ 
bli$h^ his head^iiartpr? ; h^vmg opfoed 
his'i^oiwnunicatipn with tl^^ ipaipbo^y qC 
the ittvading army, by a cl^ain of. ppstt? t»r 
t^n^ing across the: cquptry %q P^irnis, TiTji^re> 
the ejpiemy h^ thrown VP some fiel^ivir-c^jki^ 
General Cl?ipared« OQC^p^?^ G^arda» ^itb 
^loth^r divisipoi h^viqg hi& a<^vapc;e in B^ 
qiont^ ; and the remaining battalias of th« 
Qtlj corps form the garrispQs qC Alnji^Rida* 
Cindacl Rodrig^^ an4 Sata«>aq«»» 

Colonel Dpwn^i ^hp s^rpived frcB» Engt 
Ian4 ^ith djspqitph^f on th^ pth of Tf^^mhpr, 
pr9<?e^<Jed aftcrway^s.to %i4aiqifc Wing mJ' 
tjeived permiswpn fiiPin th/e S^nish gpv^rn^. 
went to jraijse a legipn. pf 3000 mm m the 
province of j^9trema<^,virar 

Ap. Aid:i4e«Can}p pf Maewna's he# bi$e» 
taJien pj:ispn^r, di^gw?^. a? ap^isant* Or 
hiis pejr^n wa^ £9nn4 9l let(«r,addf«MPd tot 
the liyst French G§n§faJ cpjnmanding a djh 
Yisipn yfith whom he poyld mcQl. Awaio. 
thftt the cirpupo^tftftQ^j. undei which he wi». 
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taSseu will affect his^ liie^ agreeably to tlie 
usages of war^ it is not improbable but that 
thui» situated, he may have given Lord Wei; 
liogton some itifoirmation of importance^ 
\¥hicb of €0Ui;se is not suffered to transpire. 

Des^^rters. are continually coming in, who 
report that the enemy is destitute of breads 
and the troops have neitbec wine nor spifits. 
These articles are absiohitely requisite, an4 
^wential tb tjie heaHb of the army<i at such T 
a season of the year^ and iu a climate like 
4hi& The ste/tdmerit of deserters howeverj , 
B&ust ailwiysbd received with somfe^^greepf 
distrust ; but the present accounts are cor^ ' 
fciborated by the inhabttaaita of Xhoiiiar and 
Tdrres Ndvasi who had generally remained 
itt their' faiabitatiotts on the arrival, of tbi 
French^ and have liow q^uitted them m »' 
^tairvihg. conditkimw 

The enemy moved-a eomiidenfebkr foroe of 
ii]£mtry and cavaby towards^ the left^ and 
dro^e tkd Britesb piquets thro'i^gh the tows 
of Rior Mj^or ctl the 19th ultknc^. What- 
ever was their object on this occasioh, they 
sooMi after vetined; Geaer^ Junbt^ whd co«n^ 
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mahded the trOops/ was wounded in the fece 
by a ball from a rifle/ 

^ Don Jiilien Sanchez, whose activity is 
unremitting, has had the address to capture 
a large convoy of biscuit, which was des- 
tined for the army of Portugal near Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

The engineers have latterly been employed 
in throwing up works betwixt Trafraria and 
Almada, on the south bank of the Tagus ; 
and a canal has also been cut across the 
neck of jand to SetuvaK — ^These operatidns 
will completely insure the safety of the nu- 
merous shipping in the river. 

On the 23d of January the cause of the 
peninsula sustained an irreparabk loss in the 
lamented death of the Marqui? de la Romana. 
He had been indisposed for some days pjre-» 
viously with spasms in his chest, but finding 
himself much better on that inoming, he 
dressed, with the intention of paying a visit 
to Lord Wellington, when a sudden return 
of his complaint rendered it necessary to send 
for medical assistance, which proved unavail-* 
ing, the attack being of so violent a natiyire 
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as to terminate in the short space of half an 
hour, hi& valuable e^^istence. 

* The death of such a man at any time^ 
must have been considered as a national 
calamity ; at the present moment it is matter 
of deep regret, that hiis country should have 
been deprived of a character, from his talents 
and patriotism, so truly estimable. 

The Marquis was educated in France, and 
spoke the language with the fluency of a 
native ; he had resided there at different 
periods, and formed many friendships, but 
all personal considerations gave place to the 
sacred love of his country, which with him 
was an iimate principle that glowed in his 
bosom, and formed a distinguished feature 
in his noble character. It was this Afnor 
patrice th^t taught him constantly to depre- 
cate the ascendancy which France so long 
maintained, over the feeble councils of the 
Spanish monarchy.* 

• Buonaparte must be supposed to have pos- 
sessed some knowledge of Romana^s senti- 
ments being Inimical to hisviewsy and con- 
sequently dreading the influence of his 
example upoo the conduct ?ind minds of his 
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countrymen, b^piict^d th^Jnesse^' whiebi^ 

for a time^ removed the Marquis aaid bis 

brave associates far from their native land. 

In this isolated situation, neither his^ patriots 

isxQ nor his firmness for a monaent forsook 

bim ; the resources of bis mind became 

gradually unfolded^ as occasions called them, 

forth, and hi& uncea^ng efforts, aided by: 

Great Britain, at length restored bim and bis 

companions /to the service of their country. 

From the period of bis return, the Marqui& 

continually exerted bknself in the cabiuei 

and in the field, to frustrate the desif^s of 

the usurper. No motives of private ainbitioa 

iprerned his actions.; the independence o| 

Spain was the sole- objeqt of fapis cares, aad 

most truJy^ most justly waa hm zealous^ con-* 

duct and unshoJc^^i loyalty appecdated by a 

grateful and admiring people. 

At all times afiabk smd eaay o( access, the 
Marquis of Romana possessed the mild con** 
Oliating: maimei^ of a perfect geottlem^n. 
With the courtesy peculiar to bis dispositic^ 
he listened to evei?y on6> aiad hie excellent 
j^dgm€¥it, unlettered by pirej(«idke, e»aJ»Ied 
bim to estiwate^andrdidGidd with promfit»lude» 
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on ^iose> mflasure$ which vrere submitted to 
his coi»i4«i«tion» Th« mind of this illusr 
U'tom p^iifiQt) im*. mdf^ lao^ ckar And 
««inp4«^n$ive; iyo4 it ifi certain* litot: lie 
possessed more talents- i^r bueinessi thm. tbe 
iomiagemeot of an aroay, to which*, his 
genius wfti not SsOweU suited;. althaiigh,,ai| 
an early period of] life». h©. had j»d«pted. tbo 
ti^iUtsixy pmj^ion. and aittftiQ«d!0f»»f9idtarabl« 
f»nk. 

Th^ rmmim of tl». noble Macqui^ v«r6 
convej^d; t<>.yaU|fcda,,Qn,th© morning, of the 
jJlSlb, , wikh 8uit%|t>l6:ho«ww. 

The procession, led . by" the greiadi^rs: pS 
Major-General Nightingali's brigade, .with 
arms reversed, moved at a slow pace through 
the town of Cartaxo ; the band of the 79th 
regiment playing the mournful, yet beautiful 
and appropriate air *' To tlie land of the 
Leal." 

Next followed a squadron of cavalry, and 
a few paces in their rear: came the body in a 
car drawn by 6 horses. On the coffiu, which 
was covered with crimson velvet, were placed 
the hat and sword of the late Marquis. 
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At a short distance from the car Lord 
Wellington and Sir Brent Spencer with their 
Aides-decamp, and a number of Officers 
attended to pay the last tribute of respect to 
the illustrious deceased, 
r On their arrival at Vallada^ the body was 
put into a barge commanded by a Lieutenant 
of the navy and conveyed to Lisbon, where 
a vault was prepared for its reception, until 
an opportunity shall offer of removing it to^ 
Majorca, in which island, the principal estates 
of the Marquis are situated ; and his family, 
^ consisting of the Marchioness, a son, and 
dialighter, at present reside. 
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LETTER XLI. 

Itctreat of Massena from SantareiD« and mi\mct of the British.--' 
Operations during the Pursuit, ivhich is continued until the 
whole of the Army of Portugal cross the. Agueda, leaving Al- 
meida to it» fate. — Fcench barbarity. 

Mmaiaia, Spain, \bth JprU, 1811. 

Intelugence having reached the British 
head-quarters in the beginning of March, 
that the enemy had been for some days em- 
ployed in sending his heavy artillery and 
baggage, with the sick, to the rear, it became 
evident that the French Commander in Chief 
had some important . movement in contem- 
plation. . On the 4th a large convent in San- 
tarem was perceived on fire ; at dusk on the 
following days the enemy withdrew his pic- 
quets, and the whole of the remaining force, 
evacuated the town about midnight. 

On the morning of the 5th of March, 
General Picton-s division moved forward, the 
enemy having withdrawn his troops from 
th^ vicinity of Rio Mayor, - 
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Soon after day-break on the 6th the light 
division entered Santarem, and, in the course 
of that day> the 1st, 4tb> aad 6th divisions 
of infantry arrived in the town. The enemy 
during his stay, had omitted no means of 
improving his position, which> in €on^« 
^exice, was found jicn»rkitWy stmttg. It 
appears that there were never tnore than 5 6r 
6 regiments in Santarem, and those very 
sickly, which agrees with the- accounts uni- 
jbrmly received ftom prisoiiers oud digserters« 

The light division arrived about w^otk at 
Pemis, which the rear-gufiwd of the FreMh 
quitted before day-light, haviDg dSeotViAUf 
destroyed the 2 archer of the bridge. Thpe«^> * 
however, were spedtly repaired by the staff 
corpi for the passage of infeatoy. 

On the 7th the troops were uMer arms at 
an early hour^ when the guards atid Kiiig'ft 
Gennan legion marched to Pernis, the 4th 
and 6th divisions to Golegao« Head-^quar^ 
ters on this -day, at Torres Novas* 

Pernis, wherfe Jimot had been stationed 
for some weeks, is situated in a fertile valley^ 
watered by the^Aveila in its course to the 
Tagus. About 200 yards above the bridge. 
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ihe liyer^ tumblmg over bsx>ken mcks, &tms 
« grand aaaol rpmajtitic cascade, tbe banks 
laeing extneiaejy conliDdd and frin^d vritk 
.widod, through which the stream is seen 
rushing, add to the beauty of the siaiTO«nd- 
ing objects, A ruined mill, corered with 
iwy^ and some old faoiaaes overhanging the 
Tiver, OMitiguoufi to the fall, contribute fur* 
ther to enrich the f oenery, which k in the 
higiiest .degme pictureisque. Under a pro«- 
}ectiDO of the clttf lay the mutilated remains 
-of a Frenchman, who, having straggled from 
. his piEirty, had been put to death by the 
p^a^santry. 

. There were few inhabitants in Pemis, and 
thcMse in great distress for want of subsistence, 
"the French having on their arrival, seijzed on 
every ai^icle of provision for their own use, 
regardless oi the misery this occasioned to 
the wretiched Portuguese* > 

On, the 8th the artillery of the 1st division 
crossed tlie river at the iferda little below the 
bridge, and were paiked on the opposite 
lieights; the troops remained in their quar^ 
ters, ready to mov^ at a moment's notice. . 
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. March the 9th, the main body of th*f 
]l?i:enGh under Massena have taken ,the Coim*- 
bra- road. General Regnier, . with the ,2d 
corps> is marching towards Espinhel, and 
Loison's division by Anciao. 

About 10 o^cIock . the guards and King's 
German legion marched from Pernis, and at 
3 P. M^ reached Torres Novas, for some 
time Massena's ,head-quarters. At 5 the 
brigade .was again in motion, and in 4 hours 
the Sd regiment halted in the villagie of 
Sudes, where there were few inhabitants. 
Roads very bad* The . guns : in . cgnsequencfe 
took a circuitous route to the right through 
Ataiaya. , , 

On the 10th the 3d regiment advanced, to 
Pyalvo, where the Coldstream had been can- 
toned the preceding night. ' The brigade then 
proceeded on march, and about noon came 
up with the rear of the 4th division on the 
road from Thomar to Leyria. .Geijeral Cole 
had been ordered across thf? Tagus to rein- 
force Marshal Beresfordj but %yas r0called, 
on, Massena*s movement being distinctly 
ascertained. In the afternoon heavy, shqwers 
of rain. About 4 P. M. halted near the 
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Hu&erable village of Capbaira&« Colonel X>^ 
Qre/s brigftde of cavalry, the Kwg% G^r-« 
wan legion, and 4tii cliviston on the sa^iie 
^ound* The whole of the troops in biifojuac* 
Before dusk Majbr-^Generai Hoghton'^ oorpAr 
from the 2d division reached the camp; 

At day^break on tlie 11th of March^ tlie 
troops were in motion, and proceeded left ia 
frodt on the road td Pombal ; the 6th 
division joined the colmnn, the hes^d of which^ 
after a long and fatiguing inarch, arrived 
near tbe town at dusk. Pombal had beea 
wt on fire by the enemy, who failed in hia 
attempt to hold tlie ancient castlci and was 
driven out by the light division* About 9. 
P* Mr the enemy's fires in front of the town 
were observed going out ; but a considerable 
force remioiined in bivouac, at the distance of 
a league^ , 

The wholi of the army was collected near 
Pombal in the course of this evenings 

Next mornings (the 12th) the British 
columns advanced along the road to Con^ 
deita, part of the troops fording the river^ 
while the rest moved over the bridge and 
through the town, in pursuit of the enemj. 
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wliose rear guard, commanded this day by^ 
Marshal Ney, was brought^ to action in front 
of the village of Redinha, their right on the 
Sour6 river screened by a wood; from 
whence, after a gallant stand, they were dia^ 
lodged by Sir Brent Spencer, with the 3d,^ 
4th, and light divisions, and the troops fol- 
Jowing the enemy briskly across the narrow 
bridge over the Redinha river drove him 
upon the main body at Condeixa. During 
this operation, the remaining divisions were 
in reserve. The army bivomced for the night 
close to Redinha. The 6th division under 
Generdl A. Campbell made a lateral move- 
ment this morning upon the enemy's right 
by way of Soure. 

Oil tlie 13th the allied anny was again in 
motion at day^break . The main body with 
the artillery marched upon the high road,^^ 
while General Picton advanced along the 
heights on the right, with some mountaia 
^uns. Soon after mid-day the columns 
closed up and bivouaced within a league df 
Condeixa, which was observed on fire. Th^ 
light division was, for a short time, partially 
engaged with the enemy's rear. 
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' Mareti the 14th the troops moved off their 
gi^ound about 7 o^clock, and advanced 
towards Condeixa. In several places the 
enemy had constructed abattis to retard the 
pursuit: these obstacles, however,, were 
soon overcome, and the columns^ with. the 
exception of Major-*General Pictoh*s division 
which moved along the heights and manoeu-* 
vred upoii the enemy's left, passed through 
the once beautiful, but now ruined town of 
Condeixa. Meanwhile, the light division^ >, 
stipported by the 6th, was warmly engaged 
' with the enemy, whose sharp-shooters, ad*^ 
vantageously posted behind stone walk, took 
a deliberate aim upon the advance of the i 
British: This irregular warfare continued' 
for some hours ; after which, the '. ehemy 
retired to a hill, 1 league in front of Miranda 
de Corvo, in consequence pf the movements 
made on his flanks by General Pictan and. 
tlie light division under- Sir William Erskine. . 
From a. height on which tlie light division^ 
bivouacedy the French were observed in con- 
i^derable force. Regnier, who Md .takea' 
the Espinhel road,, followed by Major-Gene-^ 
ral llightingall, effected a junction this day 

Q 2 
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mtlt a» main body, under the. Fnnct: ftf 
Esltng, wiiose wjaole army wa? no^w assembled 
itt one solid mass. 

'In the o^rse of the. iQoming several > 
Officers yttte wountded* Major. Stewart oC 
tbe 9if^h> Captam Napier of th^ 43di and ^ 
Gaptaifa Geoige T. Napier 6f the 53d- 
Mi^r Hap^ cdf the 60ih \vho had beeft 
severely wounded m, thb baltle of Ccf unna^ / 
was senifc ^ to bis bi:oithear$9 wben a mosl; 
afieirting scxnr^ to^k: piac<& 

Morcb the 1Mb.— Tbe momM^ was exr 
trdftely fc^y, which proved favourable, to 
tbecm^my,. wbdse movements were thereby 
concealed* Afaout 9 tbe . day ckared up^ 
previoafi to Wbicb^ the Hgfat dhdsioa . imder 
Sir WdlliaHii Erskiiie, Sd^. (Picton^s) and 6th, 
(A. CampbeiFs) advanced in piajrsmt* Some 
deisertsis came in, who said that the FreDcb 
were destroying tbeir artillesy and bumi^ a 
qoantky o£ asnmuixition. At It, the Ist 
divisnm marohedv and ^boot 3 P» M» paasiedi 
1hro«gb ihs smoking rnins of Miranda de. 
Ck>vvo» The roads throughout were strewed; 
yri^ anbnals, destroyed carriages and bag-- 
gpge^ . aad. numbers of dead. and wouaded^ 
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Major-General Pictan's, Stippoited by tlusi 
1st and 6th divisions and S brigades of etH 
valry, brought the enemjr's rear to action 
aear the village <rf ^oy d'Aronce* The firirig 
continued nntil dusk, when the French 
retreated in ccmfnsipn iand witji considemble 
lofss across the Ceira river, in irhioh many 
Were drowned. 

On the l6th of March at 4 A. M. the 
enemy blew up the brfdge oVer the Cdra, 
keeping a force on the opposite . bank to 
watch the fords, This day the army halted 
for suf^iies, which there Was found ^bme 
diifioulty in bringing forward; the toads iat 
All times bAd, having been much cut up by 
the late heavy rains. General Cole and Co* 
lonel de Grey have proceeded to join Marshal 
JJer^foJrd in the Alentejo. 

On the 17th of March the enemy's rear 
guard tnoved off during the night, and at 
day-break the advance of the British forded 
the river nefetr the bridge. Soon after ihe 
ilst division crossed at a £3rd» about a mile 
above, upon which the enrady had brought 
two guns to beait oii the preceding day. 
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' On the 18th of March the army advanced 
towards the Ponte de Marcella, over \vhich 
the whole of the enemy had now retired and 
destroyed the bridge, leaving a strong corps- 
to observe the ford. About 2 P. Mi the 
1st division, halted near the villa,ge of Pom- 
beiro, where Lord Wellington fixed his head-- 
quarters. The enemy was posted in force, 
on the right bank of the Alva. During the- 
whole of this retreat, the French made their 
marches by night, putting their troops in, 
motion a few hours after dusk. 

The 19th of March. — This morning thick- 
and foggy; in consequence, the troops re- 
mained in their huts until noon, when the 
fog dispersed. The 3d division marched to 
Arganil ; about 5, the guards at the head of 
the 1st division arrived on tlxe, bank of the 
Alva, which they forded mid-deep: night, 
coming on, the 5th division halted on the 
left bank. There was some difficulty in 
getting the artillery across, 

A number of prisoners were mt^de on this 
day, having been sent out for the purpose of 
collecting provisions in the neighbouring 
villages; and from this circumstance, it is^ 
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believed to have been Masseria's intentioA to 
have haFted on the right bank of the Alva 
to refresh his army, had he not found him-* 
self so closely pursued . The troops bivouaced 
in the position of Moita, where they remained 
waiting for their supplies until noon on the 
25th, when the column proceeded on the 
road to Celerico. At dusk the 1st division 
halted near the village of Galizes. The 5th: 
division, Major*General Dunlop*s, in the 
rear, within a short distance^ 

At day-break on the 26th, the British ad- 
vanced 4f leagues, arid about dusk the guards 
went into quarters at St, Martinho and St^ 
Marinha ; Major-General Howard s at St. 
Romaoi (jeneral Nightingall's at Cea, and 
the King's German legion at Penhanfos. 
Artillery at the Quinta de Beca, which, with 
the palace at Cea, had been burnt to thfe 
ground. Head -quarters in Gouvea, 3d divi- 
sion. General Picton^s, at Linhates, The 
advance at Celerico, in. which the enemy 
have destroyed a few houses. ^ : 

On the 27th, halted. , : 

On the 28th the diviision advanced toward*. 
Celerico, the guards were cantoned this day 



Digitized by 



Google 



.' 252 

ill Mello ; Gertcral Howiird*s in S&mpliyo, the 
King's German legion in Gouvea^ General 
Nightingales in Villa Cortez arid Cortipo/ 
H^^-^quarters in Celerico^ Massena ocC!^^ 
pied Guarda with a considerable force ; indeed 
the numbers, of the retreating army are com^ 
puted at nearly 50,000. 

On the 29th the division marched to Cde- 
rico, and. about sun-set the troops were 
quartered in the town and the neighbouring 
villages of Chesu, Lagiosa, Val de Sierras* 
Frontilhera, &c. The artillery at BarapaL 
The principstl arch of the bridge over the 
Mondego, had been destroyed, but vas now 
repaired for the passage of tte allied army, 

Massena left Guarda this morning with one 
corps of his army and part of another, on 
the appearance of the British columns* Ge- 
neral Picton with the 3d division^ moved 
across the Sierra d'Estrella, upon the enemy's 
left; by the mountain track from Manteigas ; 
the light division advanced upon the right 
from Fraxedas, while General Alexander 
Campbell marched lipon the high road 
through the valley of the Mondego^ and as** 
oended the hiU of Guarda in front of thd 
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tity. This movement iras so skilfully c6m« 
btDadj that the heads of the several colamas 
made their appearance on the heights of 
Guarda nearly at the same moment, and the 
celerity and precision of their manoeuvres so 
intimidated the enemy, that without Aiing a 
gun, he immediately commenced his retreat 
tow&rds the Coa, in the direction of Sadbugal, 
pursued by the cavalry and light troops, who 
skirmished with the rear^^ard and made 
about 300 prisoners. 

As the French retired, the peasantry came 
tvith their implements of husbandry from 
their hiding places, and commenced theit 
labours ; in many places the vines wi^re ai«- 
readv trimmed, and the iudustrious farmei^ 
busied in his fields, seemed anixwus to iepair 
the loss of time, and the devastation coni^ 
mitted by the enemy. 

Mardi the dOtb the division halted : on 
the following morning the guards inarched 
5 leagues to Fraxedas ; the artillery and the 
King's German legion halted in Alverpa, 
which during the sieges of Ciudad Rodrigo 
and Almeida, had been Lord Wellington's 
bead«qiiarrers; the route was through Cele>» 
rico and Baraf al. 
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.April the. 1st the troops remained in their 
cantonments. At Fraxedas the enemy, in 
addition to their usual atrocities, violated 
the repose of the dead, by opening the 
graves in the church, which was in ruins, 
in hopes of finding valuables buried in th^ 
coffins. 

April 2d* The army advanced towardsr 
the Coa, and the brigades of the 1st division 
were cantoned at night-fall> in villages about ^ 
league from the river. 

April 3d. Soon after day-break, the aifmy 
moved forward to attack the enemy in 
SabUgal, where General Begnier remained 
with the 2d corps d'annee. About mid-day 
the action commenced by a brisk cannonade, 
and the enemy being compelled to evacuate 
the town, drew up on an adjoining height, 
from whence they were dislodged by the light 
division in a most gallant manner, before the 
other troops could come into action^ General 
Picton. advanced 2 miles in front of the 
town, to the ground on which part of the 
enetnyh^Abkouaced. The attack being entirely 
une^cpected, their tents were left standing, and 
were taken possession of with a considerable 
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^uaritity of baggage, the greater part of 
Avhich, fell into the bands of the light division^ 
whose conduct on this day, obtained the ^p^ 
probation and tlianks of Lbrd Wellington, 
and the admiration of the whole army. 2 

The light division was quartered this 
evening in Sabugal; and the principal part of 
ihe army got under cover in the adjoining 
villages, although some of the troops were 
necessarily obliged to bivouac. — HeaVy raiti 
during the greater part of the day. — ^Head* 
quarters at the Quinta of Gonsalvo Martinez, 
in the Vale of Monrisco, from whence they 
moved next day into SabugaL The guards 
were cantoned' in the ruined village of SL 
Antonio, where they remained until the 
morning of the 5th, wlieri the whole of the 
troops were again in motion. The guards^ 
and Major-General Howard's brigade forded 
the Coa, a mile arid a half above SabugaL 
This little town, which is on the Spanish side 
of the river, is of great antiquity, and sur* 
rounded with a walll. The handsome Moorish 
tower is still in great preservation. 

At noori, the 7th division passed through 
the column which then proceeded to Nav6; 
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ia Idnch town, the guards and Major* 
General Howard's brigade^ halted for the 
oight, 

, April 6th. The troops were in motion 
soon after daylight. — The guards, about 9 
o'clock, passed through the ancient Moorish 
town of Alfeytes, and 2 hours after- 
wards,, reached AldeaVelha, on the road t6 
Villa Mayor. 

' On the following day to Turcalhos, one 
league. — Nearly the whole of the British army 
• entered Spain. 

April 8th* The guards halted, and on the 
9th, advanced over the frontier through 
Albegaria, to the little village of Alraadilia, 
2 leagues from Villa Formosa — head quarters^ 
The light division at the same time, moved 
forward to Gallegos, and occupied their 
forhier cantonments. 

The French, when attacked on the 3d instant 
at Sabugal, were on the point of firing a 
feu de joie in honour of the birth of the King 
of Rome, the account of which had just been 
received from Paris. 

After the action, Regiiier made a forced 
march of |8 liours, and on the 4tb, reached 
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ti^ Agueda, over which, the whole of Ute^ 
army destined for tiie subjugatioii of Portugiaif 
b^ retired on the &th instant. 

The result of the operations, in which the 
British army; has been engaged for th^ last five 
weekss is highly satisfactory ; not a Freochmaii 
at this moment,, remaining in the kingdom^ 
with the exception of the garrison of Almeida,^ 
and the communicatioa betwixt this fortress^ 
aad Ciudad RodrigQ, is con^pletely cut off; 
the combined army now occypying a lincj, the; 
left of which rests upon the Douro. 

Whilst the mode of warfare to which Lord 
Wellington, restricted him^f in the late 
pursuit 0f Massena, proved extremely embar-; 
rassing to the troops of the enemy, the British, 
^rmy having sustained few privations, and, 
undergone no unnecessary fatigue, is in the 
highest health and spirits, unbroken, and 
i^dy to enter upon any further operaticms; 
tawhichjkhey may be called* — Massena's army 
oa thecontrary^ is known to be disprganii^ed 
and dispirited,, and some .weeks vnust elapse^ 
M&re i^t can be agaiii in a condition to tak^ 
tj^ iteld. The accounts constantly received,, 
oi, the dfitress which the Jfrench sufiei^ed ia 
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'the position at Santarem, from a SGarcitj oF 
pravisions, and the consequent sickness of the 
troops, proved to be no exaggeration, and 
^as fully confirmed by the iphabitants of these 
places occupied by the enemy, who, from at 
variety of causes, had remained in their homes. 
The French leader, apprehensive of being 
attacked on the arrival of the expected re- 
inforcements from England, and fearing the 
consequences in the exhausted state of his 
army, at length determined upon a retreat^ 
which was in fact, become a matter of im- 
perious necessity • 

However formidable the position of San-* 
tarem, the invincible spirit and superior dis- 
cipline of British troops, must have ensured 
them complete success, whenever an attack 
was determined upon. The French army, 
ft>r the purpose of foraging, occupied an 
extended liniei of country ; and the force in the 
town was by no means adequate to maintaiii 
it, had a division of troops passed the Tagus 
in its rear, whilst the attention of the enemy- 
vas directed to points more inimediateiy 
threatened, by which the principal part of 
the attacking columns, owing to local cir-" 
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cumstarices, must of necessity have ap- 
proached. These considerations, and the 
distress of his army, had doubtless their weight 
on the mind of the French leader, who found 
himself in a situation of unexampled diffi- 
culty, to him *♦ the spoiled child of victory,*' 
altogether new, and to extricate hiriiself from 
which, required the exertion of all his talents, 
and of all his firmness. The reverse which 
the Prince of Essling has experienced in his 
attempts to subjugate Portugal, must be the 
more painful to his feelings, when he reflects,' 
that he has for ever tarnished his military 
lame, by his vain, .arrogant and premature 
boast in the face of the whole world, to drive 
the English into the sea, and plant the eagles 
of Napoleon on the towers of Lisbon. — To' the 
last moment was the farce kept up, and his 
deluded troops endeavoured to forget theit 
wants in hopes of the plunder of the me- 
tropolis, the sole object of their thoughts, 
for which they had made so many painful 
jcnarches, and undergone the most severe 
privations. In the theatre at Santarem, which 
ihe French officers had fitted up for their 
amusement, ' the piece'^* represented, on the 
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<;v6 o£ this mfinfirable retreat^^ and brou^ 
out with every adyentitious aid of sceneiy, 
calculated to da»le the senses^ wad ioifiame 
the passions of the soldiery, was the. '^ Freach- 
Qian in Lisbon!'' 

•The most barbarous excesses were coto-*: 
initted by the enemy throughout his whole; 
line of march, and the inhabitaotBi whio from 
age or sickness, were unable to quit their 
houses, became victims to tiie horrid brutality 
of the^French soldiery* There is no atrewtty 
of which these unprincipled ruffians harve not 
been guilty: — every crime that stains the 
black catalogue of human cruelty faaviog been 
committed on the persons and property of the 
poor wretches who had the misfortune to fell 
into their bands. The prospect befof e the 
advanced guard, was sdways that of burnitQg 
villages, of plundered cottars, of murdei^ 
pedants. — ^Tbe roads were covered with the 
dying and the dead-*-^with Cannon, ba^^ge 
and ammunition, which the enemy could 
not carry off; with mutilated cattle, with 
every thing, in short, that could create horror 
and disgust, that could make the heart feel 
sentiments of indignation against Jthe baar«: 
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baroUs enemy, and of .pity for the sui9fering 
and ravaged natives. Not urifrequentlyj 
however, the laiier wefe ^d^le to revenge upon 
the invader, the cruelties he had committed. 
In sotne of the villages, the peasants had 
cut ojff detachments of the enemy, and put 
them to instant death. 

Nearly the whole of the once beautiful city 
of Leyri^ is reduced to ashes* The niailsion 
of the rich and the cottage of the poor, were 
alike the objects of the enemy's vengeance^ 
and involved in one common conflagration 
by the merciless destroyer. 
. The magnificent Gonverit; of Alcobipa has 
been burnt by Massena's order, and Batalha 
would have shared the same fate, bubfor the 
massive strength of its walls, which , resisted 
the sacrilegious attempt, v . - 

A strong detachment of the corps ^atmee^ 
which daily formed the rear guard of the 
retreating enemy, was > specially allotted-to 
carry the work of deMruction into execution. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ut 



LETTER XLIf. 

MtMena Hyfmf cQlleicted the wbok of the Troops iii the North 
of SpaiDy makes an Attempt to relieve Almeida,»*-Sattie of 
tmntts de Honor; — ^Almdda scbandoned by the Garrison. ^ 

Jlnuulilla,12thMaif^lSn. 

Lord WefUingtoti h?tvi<ig l^amt,^ thsrf; the> 
Prince of EssKtig had assemjbled a cauncil ofv 
wa^r «t Ctudad Kodrigo on the 1st iiQstont» 
which W9» fttteiaded by 26 gea^rals^ and Iftie 
enemy having for sob^ days previously/ made 
fipe^uefit 4edi0nsrtratiims on the left 'bank of 
t)ie i\gueda) it was supposed that the Frendi 
c^ef .meditated an attempt to relieve 
Almeida^ ot &iling in that to bring off the 
garrison^ which wa& .known to be now in 
inuoh distress for provisions.. ^^ * . 

On the following day, the enemy crcfi^cd^ 
thj&river in force, and drove the light division t 
out of GaUegos. The whole of the troops in 
consequence, moved from their cantonments, 
and on the 3d, this part of the army under 
the immediate command of Lord Wellington, 
was concentrated betwixt the Villages of 
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Fubntes d^ Honor in Spain, and Viila Ferplo^ 
in Portugal, two kugues from Almeida, and 
foui* fram Ciudad Rodrigo. 

In £he course of tiie same day, kbe French 
anny, commanded by Massena, having under 
him Marsiials Marmont and Bessiere$, and 
General Loison, arrived on the plains on ti^ 
ather side of Fuentes, the key of the British 
position, and about S in the afternoon, p43^hed 
focM^ard several corps of sharpshooters to 
attacji the viUag«,^ which was defended with 
the greatest obstinacy by the, light trocips, 
but the enemy, from his superiority of 
nunibers, at length obtained possession of this 
important post, from which, however, he 
was soon after dislodged J^y the 7 Ist regiment, 
under Colonel Cadogan, at the point of the^ 
bayonet. This was a little before dusk. Next 
morning the enemy renewed his attacks upon 
ttjfce yiJlqtge, hut every effort proved unsuc- 
cessful. 

At day-break on the 5th, it was perceived* 
that the enemy had moved the whole of his 
eavaky, and several heavy eolumns of infantry: 
towards the right. About 6 o^dodk, hi& 
manoeuvres seeQied to indicate an attack Oa 

R 2 
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that point, and soon after the cavalry, deriving 
confidence from their numbers, advanced 
upon the British, which was their weak arm^ 
and compelled them to give way, but in 
retreating, the British cavalry repeatedly faced 
about, and made some successful charges 
upon the enemy. Meanwhile, the 7tb division, 
which had been considerably advanced upon 
the plain, was directed to fall back and form 
on the brigade of guards posted on the right 
of the 1st division, and flanked by Captain 
Lawson^s brigade of 9 pounders^ and some 
squadrons of cavalry. 

Their point d'Appui rested on some brokea 
and rocky ground, intersected with inclosurei^ 
of stone watils, and copse wood, having a small 
river the Turon, in the rear. / 

Major General Houston was enabled to 
execute this retrogade movement in the face 
of an infinitely superior force, principally by 
the steadiness and gallant conduct of the 2 
foreign corps in his division, the Duke of 
Brunswick Gel's infantr)^, and the Chasseurs 
Brittanniques, under Xieutenant*Colonel 
£u3tace, who checked the advance of the 
Frenth cavalry, by several wtdl directed 
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TolUes. The enemy had previous to this» 
opened a tremendous fire upon the first line 
of infantry { every shot that went overdoing 
execution iti the second line. 

The light division, which at first formed 
on the left of the 7th division, also retired 
before the enemy's cavalry in ecbellon of 
squares, and in the finest order. 

About il A. M. the picquet of the guards, 
consisting of 100 rank and file, under Lieu- 
tedant4I!olonel Hill,«kirniishing infrontof the 
brigade, was charged by a squadron of cavalry, 
which they repulsed, and were retiring upon 
the 42nd regiment, commanded by Lord 
Blantyre, formed in columns for the support 
of the light troops upon some broken ground, 
when the enemy returned to the attack in 
such numbers, that after seeing most of his 
officers and men cut down. Colonel Hill being 
wounded, was compelled to surrender himself 
prisoner* 

Ensign Cookson was killed, £nsign Stothert 
of the Coldstream, wounded slightly and taken 
prisoner, — Captains Home and - Harvey 
escaped, although for some minutes in th^ 
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At thid moment^ the 9 pounderai bav»ig 
jopraied upon the French cavalry^ they rfetiirfed 
in great confusion. About the same time> 
^tbe eneiti^r pdshed forward his light infantry 
tipoh thq right, where they \ter6 Jnelj apd 
repulaed by Colonel Guise, with the light 
companies of ihe guards and part ^f the 
95th regiment, under Captain O'Hare^ 

The line was now formed with the 7th 
division on the right of the 1st division, 
having on its left General Crawford with 
the light division in reserve.— • Bey oiid, Were 
those of Major Generals Picton, A.Camp* 
bell and Sit William Erskine. Th^ left of the 
iilrhole was on Fort Conception^ Covering 
Almeida 

: The principal part of the cavalry remained 
on the right— * Brigadier-General Pack wa» 
stationed with the Queen's regiment, and a 
brigade of Portuguese infantry watching 
Almeidb^ frotn whedce giins we^ fired at 
intervals s^s signaldt 

The 7th division subsequently crossed the 
TuroD^ and formed upoo the hill in rear of the 
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present Hb«, on wbic)i, sbQuld X«ot4 WetUngf 
ton think proper' to refuse bis eighty, a now 
position was intended to bet»lief» np. 

The firing slackened on both sides towards 
the evening, but the engagement waa oot 
finally over until the close of day, when %h» 
enemy, who was repulsed at all point*, 
remained in the same po»ition as at the com^^ 
mincement ol the action, being untble to 
gain a single advantages or moke the amalleAt 
impression upon any part of the British 
iine. 

The Freneb army ^ stilted to have .been not 
less than 40,000 infantry and 5000 cavalry 
when they entered the fidd. Their loss i» 
estimated at from 1500 to 3000 killed : and 
it is known that 3500 wounded have been 
carried into Cindad Bodrtgo. Our' loss haa 
also been severe, amountif^ to 17^ in killed, 
wounded and missing; but this number &lls 
i^ort of what might have been expected from, 
the length of tinte the troopa w^re: un^ 
^e. 

The principal contest waa in Fuente*, the 
of which w«w of tbe utmost impoft* 
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anoe to either army. Colonel Cameron was 
mortally wounded at the head of the 79tb 
regiment in:defending this village. 

The hostile armies remained in front of eabh 
other on the two following days i and in the 
afternoon of the 7th, were employed in 
burying their dead. During this interval^ 
working parties were constantly occupied in 
strengthening the position of the British, by 
throwing up field works. 

The enemy having received a reinforcement, 
a renewal of the attack was generally expected 
on the morning of the 8th, instead of which, 
at day-break, his cavalry Videttes galloped 
off to the rear, and soon after, several columns 
of infantry appeared moving in the same 
direction. The French continued their retreat 
on the 9th, but a strong rear guard of about 
20G0 cavalry and several battalions of infantry 
remained in sight. On the 10th, the British 
broke up from their position, and while the 
light division, supported by the cavalry, 
advanced towards the Agueda; the rest of 
the army returned to cantonments, and 
the original investment of Alipeida was 
resumed. 
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Colonel Trant arrived on the 7th, with a 
division of Portuguese^ and the corps of Don 
Julian Sanchez took a share in the action, and 
checked the enemy's movements on the 
right. 

Early on the monjing of the 11th, the 
garrison of Almeida made a sortie, and cut 
|:heir way to the Bridge of San Felices, through 
the British piquets, with the exception of 
470, who were either killed, or wounded and 
taken. General Brenier, tlie Governor, had 
previously blown up several bastions, and 
the curtains next the Coa, and destroyed the 
guns of the fortress, with an immense 
quantity of stores in the arsenal, which was 
burnt.^ — The prisoners were mostly in a state 
of intoxication, which was also the case with 
^ the French cavalry on the 5th instant. 

Soon after day-light, General Pack, with 
his brigade of infantry, entered Almeida. 
It appears that the French evacuated the town 
about midnight on the IGth, and having 
formed in column, waited near somje ruined 
houses, a short distance from the walk, until 
the explosion took place. Their object was 
to destroy the reveltement or outer rampart. 
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and the branches of the grand mine wf re 
conducted accordingly. 

Anxious to ascertain the success of bis 
labours, the commanding engineer remained 
behind, intending to follow the garrison on 
the Malpartida road, but be is said to have 
perished in one of the chambers, owing to 
which circunistance, the whole of the mines 
were not sprung. The bastions of the faces 
nearest the Coa were demolished, and thd 
intervening curtain destroyed. The stone 
work of the ramparts fell into the ditch and 
part was carried completely over. Noinjury 
on this occasion, was 4pne to the town, which 
had suffered most severely by the explosion 
of the grand magazine in August last^ 
previous to its surrender to the French^ In 
consequence of that event, Almeida became 
one vast heap of ruins, a great number of the 
garrison, and of the inhabitants perished; 
the sputh-west curtain sustained considerable 
damage, and few houses escaped, without 
receiving some material injury* Of the two 
magazines which were placed in the castle, 
the most elevated spot in Almeida, not one 
istone reimained upon another, nor can th^ 
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foundation of these buildings be now dis« 
tinguished. 

The enemy had been for some days previous 
to the 10th, employed in spiking the guns, 
and otherwise rendering them useless : the 
whole of the failitary storea were tlien col- 
lected in the irsenftl and set on fire. It is 
here proper to remark, that the French shewed 
some degree of consideration for the re« 
mairling inhabitants of this devoted town, 
and they do not complain of any ill-treat- 
ment. 

The campaign, by the fall of Almeida, 
may now be considered at an end, as far 
as regards Portugal ; and the whole kingdom 
has again be^n delivered from the yoke of 
Fruice^ whose hitherto victorious legions, 
tttider the command of their ablest chiefs, 
have in every iilstan^e met with disgrace: 
and defeat. When opposed td the British 
tjftoops- 
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LETTER XLIII. 

Operi^tions of Marshal Sir William Beresford on the Guadiana.-^ 
Battle of Albuenu — General Lumley's brilliant Affiur with the 
French Cavalry, at Usagre.— Hie Siege of Badiyds raised m 
second time.-^The whole of the Allied Army in the Alentejo.-— > 
Lord Wellington in the beginning of August re-crosses the 

' Tagus, and invtots Ciudad Kodrigo, into which Marmont 
throws Supplies on the 24th of September, and adyauces over 
the Aqueda. —The Allied Army takes up a position in front 
of the Coa. — Marmont retires. 

Pinhd,hthDecenaer,lBll. 

Previous to the commencement of 
Massena's retreat from Santarem^ Marshals 
Spnlt and Mortier advanced from the south 
of Spain, in order to form a combined 
operation with the army of Portugal. In 
pursuance of this object the latter possessed 
himself of Merida on the 9th of January; 
and forthwith invested Badajos with hit; 
infantry, placing his cavalry on the right 
bank of the Guadiana- 

General Mendizabel wa^ dispatched to 
the relief of Badajos on the 20th of January, 
with the Spanish corps, which under the 
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command of the Marquis de kt Roman a^^ 
had joined Lord Wellington in the line»^ on 
the 19th of October. After some trifling 
manoeuvres, the Spanish General threw 
himself into the City, froni whence. he again 
withdrew his army on the 9th of February,* 
and took up a position on the ridge of 
St. Christoval, Avhich commanded an ex- 
tensive view in every direction. Notwith-r 
standing this advantage, which appears to 
have been disregarded by General Mendi- 
zabel^ the French army crossed the Gevora 
and Guadiana, surprised and totally defeated 
the Spaniards* The French cavalry pursued 
the fugitives (who as usual threw awaj 
their arms,) across the plain to the walls of 
Elvas, and captured the whole of the Spanish 
artillery and baggage. 

The enemy was thus enabled to sit down 
quietly before Badajos ; and M. Morti^r lost 
no time in breaking ground and commencing 
the siege. A small breach having been made 
on the 10th, (but by no means practicable 
for assault^ if properly defended,) the traitor 
Imaz, who succeeded to the command, on 
General Menacho being killed, Ithough. 
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apprlMd thftt M««h^i Bcresldrd was mareh^ 
uig to bis rdief, surrendered t))€ city and a 
garrison e^al in number to the enemy. 
General Menacho had. made every dispo* 
sition for defemling the place to the last 
extremity ; the streets were barricaded, and 
the ganrisoQ was well supplied with ammu^ 
mtion and provisions for a month. 

The French had preyioosly obtained pes-* 
session of Oiiveoza ^id its garrison^ con<^ 
sisting of 3000 Spaniards ; but a Portuguese 
force of only 250 men bravely defended the 
Ibrtressof Campo Mayor fr<Hn the 14th to^ 
tfee 21^ Qf March. On the 25th Marshal 
Beresford having been reinforced by the 
Honourable Major-Creneral Cole^s division 
of infantry, advanced against Carapo Mayor^ 
which the enemy abandoned on the appear^- 
ance of the British and Portuguese cavalty. 
Two squadrons of the 15th dmgoons, and' 
two squadrons of Portuguese charged the 
French cavalry, who were broke and pursned 
to Badajos, but the infantry effieeted thek 
retreat to tshe fortress in a solid body, a!- 
though with considerable loss, and reeoveredi 
the cannon which had been taken by thi? 
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allied cavalry; It was unfortunate that th«{ 
infantry were not combined in this operation; 
as the capture or destruction of the ^nemy 
would have been completely effected with 
their assistance. 

After this* affair. Sir William Beresford 
threw a bridge over the Guadiana at Ju- 
rumenha, arid in the course of the 4th and 
5th of April he crossed with his army; thea 
leaving General Cole's division to attack 
Olivenza, he advanced with the whole of his 
remaining force, and drove the enemy (who 
did not think it expedient to risk ah action,) 
into the Sierra Morena. Having accom- 
plished this object, and Olivenza having sur-* 
rendered to the Honpurable Major-General 
Cole on the 15th of April, Marshal Beres- 
foiad returned to undertake the siege of 
Badajos, which place was completely invested 
on the 7th of May by the allied army, and 
a Spanish corps commanded by Don Carlos 
P*Espagne. On the following day the 
batteries were opened against Fort St. 
Christoval, and the garrison returned a very 
bri^k iire upon the besiegers. Sir Williain 
Beresford having received information on 
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the 12th that Marshal Spult was advancing^ 
from Seville^ dispatched a couner to Lord 
Wellington with that intelligence ; and judg- 
ing it necessary to suspend his operations/ 
against Badajos, the heavy field train was 
sent back to Elvas, 

Lord Wellington lost no time in reinforcing^ 
Marshal Sir William Beresford with the 3d 
and 7th divisions of infantry, under Generals 
ij^icton and Houston, and proceeded himself 
ta Elvas, which his Lordship reached on 
the 19th instant— Meantime, however, the' 
battle of Albuera was fought on the heights^ 
above the village of that name ; and Marshal 
Soult was completely repulsed by the allied 
British and Portuguese army, under Sir 
William Beresford^ and a corps of 10,00Q 
Spaniards, commanded by Generals Blake 
and Castanos. The superior numbers of 
the enemy^s cavalry enabled him to make 
good his retreat towards Seville, which he 
commenced on the morning of the 18tb, 
two days after the action. The Honourable 
General Lumley followed them with the 
British and. Portuguese cavalry to Usagre^ 
where the enemy having collected a consider- 
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able fprce^ attacked the allied cavalry on 
the 26th instant. Major-General Lumley 
bad previously, retired through Usagre, and 
having posted his troops on some favour- 
able ground beliind that village, waited th^ 
enemy's attack. Three regiments, dashed 
through Usagre in a very resolute manner, 
but had scarcely formed when they were 
charged by General De Grey's brigade of 
heavy cavalry, and completely overturned. 
The French cavalry immediately broke and 
fled, leaving a number of prisoners, and 
killed and wounded on the field.— The 
nature of the country did not permit General 
Lumley to follow up the advantage he had 
so happily gained, and with a very trifling 
loss. 

. The siege of Badajos was now resumed, 
and on the 2d of Ju:m batteries were re- 
opened against Fort St. Cbristoval and the 
body of the place. A breach having been 
effected in Fort St. Christoval, an iattempt 
was made on the 6th of June to carr}^ the 
work, and subsequently, on the night of the 
9th, both of which failed, and the besiegers 
jpetired with loss. : .^ 
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Before day-break, on the 6th of Jutie, 
the guards onee more marched from Alma- 
dilla, and passing through Aldea de Ponte, 
arrived about 8 A. M, at the miserable 
village of Robilosa, where they halted until 
noon. The brigade then marched by Al- 
layates to Soita, and hivouaced about a mite 
beyond. 

At A in the morning of thfe 7th^ thei 
guards at the head of the 1st division moved 
oif to Sabugal^ alnd crossing the Coa at the 
bridge^ took up a position on the left bank 
of the riter, aiid threw out strong piquets 
to protect the fords. In the couri^e of the 
day the light division and the 6th arrrveNi 
4on this ground* This movement .was occa- 
sioned by the enemy, having pushed forward 
a considerable body of cavalry and sbme 
infantry in front of Ciudad Rodrigo> oti 
whibh Sir Brtnt Spencer withdrew his out- 
postsy expecting to ;be attacked on the 7^^ 
or 8th by the whole of the enemy^s force 
in that quarter. — These operations of the 
French leader Marshal Marmonti {who had 
suQceeded to^ the command of the army oa, 
Massena's recal to Faris^) appear to havfe 
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t)e^n made with a view of masking his real 
inteiiii )n ; for early in the afternoon of the 
8th it Mas ascertained that the enemy was 
tnoving in force towards the pass of Banos« 
'The troops Avere then directed to proceed 
to the Alentejo, and on the 14th and 15th 
the column crossed the Tagus at the ro- 
mantic pass of Villa Velha, over a flying.' 
bridge. — Lieutenant Johnston of the royal ^ 
artillery, was unfortunately drowned while, 
trying this ford. 

On the l6th the brigade entered Portalegre, 
in which city the 6th and light division were 
also quartered ; and on the 19th the 1st 
division marched to Assumar, and the light 
divisioii to Aronches. On the 23d the 
guards advanced to St'Olaya, and hutted 
near that town. . 

"^ Previous to this period the Commander 
of the forces had again raised tlie siege of 
Badajos, the enemy having assembled the 
whole of his disposable force in Estremadura, 
and still retaining a considerable superiority 
in cavalry over the British. On the 22d 
the enemy advanced 40^ squadrons of hisi 
Cavalry and some field-pieces, for the pur^ 
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f»seof leaking a reconnoissance ; but althougli 
thejr carried off a picquet of the 11th dra- 
goons, commanded by Captain Lutyens, 
yet oa the appearance of the British and 
Portuguese cavalry, the French retired into 
Badajos, without having seen the position 
of the alUed army, the right of which 
reeted upon Elvas, the line extending along 
a ridge, intersected by the small river Cay a, 
towards the fortress of Campo Mayor, in 
which- the 7th division of the army was 
quartered. The main body of the allied 
army was in huts. 

In the beginning of July Marshal Soult 
leaving from 6 to 7.000 men in Badajos, 
placed his army in cantonmt^nts, having 
his head-quarters at Asugal ; Marmont at 
Truxillo; and Regnier in Merida. 

The British and Portuguese army con- 
tinued in camp until the 24th of July, and 
then moved into quarters. The Commander 
of the forces and heads of departments in 
Portalegre,-^The 28th of July being the 
anniversary of the battle of Talavera, an 
.entertainment was given at head-quarters> 
and a ball in the evenip;^, which was attended 
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by (jleneral Castanos and bis ;soite, the 
officers in garrison, and some of the prin- 
cipal inhabitants of this city. . 

Marmont having passed the Tagus and 
established himself at Placentja ; • in the be- 
ginning of August the main body of the 
British army recrossed the river at Villa 
Velha, and the Commander of the forces 
iixed his Jhead-^uarters at Fuente Guinaldo, 
about 2 leagues from Ciudad Rodrigo. *^Part 
of the infantry was pushed forward on the 
Salamanca road, and all coipmunication cut 
off betwixt the fortres* and; the enemy. 

As it was known in the early part of Sep- 
tember that a convoy wa^ preparing at Sala- 
manca, destined for the relief of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, the combined forces were assembled 
,on the line of the Agueda on the 23d of that 
month. About 2 P. M. on the following 
-day, the head of the convoy was observed 
entering the fortress, and in the course of the 
same night the whole arrived. For its pro- 
tection, the enemy had assembled a large 
^army, consisting of 55,000 infantry and 6000 
cavalry. Of this force, General Baraguay 
D'Hillier's Count D'Orsenne brought 2%000 
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from Salamaftca, and the remainder were tJib 
divisions under Marmont ; whicK, since their 
retiring from fistremadara^ had been can- 
toned at Placentia, Talavera de la Reyna, 
and other towns on the Upper Tagus. Pre- 
vious to the enemy's approach^ the British 
out-posts were withdrawn to the left bank of 
the Agueda ; over which, the enemy pushed 
his advanced guard, 2 regiments of cavahy 
and 3000 infantry, on the evening of thie 
24th. 

^ext day 4t noon the enemy moved a 
force upon the 3d division, Major-Oeneral 
Picton's, which remained in a strong position 
on the right bank of the A^ava, and tl>e 
French cavalry advancing in considerable 
numbers, took 2 pieces of Portuguese artil- 
lery after cutting down the men at their guns. 
The 5th regiment then charged in the most 
gallant stile, retooH these 2 pieces and sub- 
sequently retired with the 77th regim^t in 
one square, and the 19th Portuguese regi- 
ment forming another before the French 
cavalry, who repeatedly charged three faces 
of the British sqaare without effect. This 
manoeuvre was directed by the Honourable 
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jMajor-Oeneral Colville ; and the llCh light 
liragoons, comm&uded by Colonel Cummingt 
and German hussars succeeded m keeping 
the immensely superior force of tlia enemy 
ia check. 

About 3 o^clock the enemy appeared ia 
front of Carpio, and his movements having 
manifested a design upon that village, a 
place of no importanee, Major-General 
Alexander Campbell withdrcw the 6th dcvi*- 
sion behind the Duas Casas to the woods io 
front of Nave d'Aver. ' 

• On the Sfith of September,^ all was quiet, 
and the enemy in motion to the iiglit. He 
also siiLewed a forpe in front of Fuente Gulr 
Baildo^ and deployed in view of the British 
already drawn up in line under the imme^ 
di^e orders of Lord Wejlin^on ; but. ^tex 
some time he relinquished his intended at-^ 
tack, and having re-formed hiis columns^ 
(continued his movement to the right. 

At 3 in the morning of the 27th of Sep*. 
t€;mber, the 1st division marche4 tbrQugh 
YiUa Mttyor to Bismula, whkh they reached 
befone noon, and at 10 P. M« the troops 
were again in motion and meide aoight aiarch 
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to Rendo, which they passed about 4 in the 
morning and halted in a wood half a mile 
beyond. Heavy rains for some hours. . ^ 

In this position^ the left of the ground on 
which the Commander of the forces had 
determined to meet the threat^icd attack of 
the enemy, the 1st division remained until 
the following day, and then crossed the Coa 
to take up cantonments in the valley of the 
Mondego, agreeably to General Graham'a 
orders, dated Eendo, 28th of September, 
1811. 

The Lieutenant-Gen eral has received tbe 
orders of his Excellency the Commander of 
the forces, to march the troops into canton* 
mentSy as the enemy has abandoned the 
attempt of attacking the army in this po* 
fiction. He is confident that the left could 
not liave been forced, defended by such 
troops as he has the honour to command. 

The position extended from Rendo to Soita 
across the high road and covering Sabugal, 
both flanks resting on the Coa, having 
several fords and bridges in its rear for the 
rdtreat of the troops, in the event of an un-= 
successful conflict/ 
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' In thb middle of October, Don Julian 
Sanchez, ever on the alert, carried off a lar^ 
proportion of the cattle belonging to the 
garrison of .Ciudad Rodrigo, and made pii^ 
soner the Governor General Heynaud, the 
same officer who commanded the rear-guard 
pf Soult*s army when driven from Oporto. 

At 1 in the morning of the 2d of Novem^ 
ber, an order arrived for the 1st division to 
move up to the frontier, and at the same 
time, the whole army was put in motion^ 
At 9 o'clock, the order to march was can- 
celled, the new Governor of Giudad Rodrigo 
having reached that town with some pro^ 
visions, under an escort of 4000 men* 

Accounts were received at head-quarters 
of Lieutenant-General Hill having com^ 
pletely surprised a division of the 5th corps 
at Arroya Molinas, commanded hy General 
Girard, who was wounded and escaped with 
difficulty. The whole of his baggage, artil- 
lery, and upwards of IQOO prisoners, in^ 
eluding the Duke D'Aremberg and General 
Brone were taken. 

The army was again advanced to the 
frontier in the latter end of November, iij^ 
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telligence Havidg been received^ ttet flie 
enemy intended to throw supplies intQCiudad 
Jtodrigo. This movement was also supposed 
to have for its object, the protection of 
Almeida from insult during the repair of the 
fortifications. 

The army remained for a few <fays in thi* 
position^ and then moved into winter qiiar^^ 
ters. Lord Wellington returned to Fr(weda» 
9nd the head-^quarteis of the 1st division were 
fixed at Pinhei. 

No place or territory bad suffered more, iti 
consequence of the French invasion, than 
the city aiKi bishoprick of Pinhel. Tbtt 
furniture of the bishop's ]»lace ww entirely 
destroyed, but this noble pile of building 
remained entire. The Franciscan m^ooastery^ 
and now deserted convent of Ursulines^ hd4 
been occupied successively^ by French, Eng-* 
lish and Portuguese troops, and received 
considerable injury. The town withoB tiae 
walls, is evidently pf great antiquity; and tl^ 
fineMoorish castle must have been impregbable 
in former ages. In one of its toniviers is a smaS 
circular building, supposed to contaio a flight 
af steps leading ta some subterranean dtin^ 
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geons, but from the present stt^te of the Walls, 
it is impossible to ascertain the exact use for 
which it wa$ originall/ intended. A beau** 
tiful antique cross ornaments the market 
place. 

The venerable bishopj who resides at th<? 
Quinta of St» Euphernia, 2 leagues distant, 
made. the following affecting report of the 
devastation committed in his diocese, to the 
jegency. 

The local position of the bishoprick of 
Pinhel, on the confines of this kingdom, con^ 
taining in its bounds, the fortress of Almeida 
and the military road to the province of Lieon, 
from the interior of Porti^al, has placed it in 
the melancholy necessity of serving as the 
theatre of preparation for the defence of the 
kingdom, . from the beginning of the fatal 
war of tlie French revolution'; for the forma- 
tion of a military road at the time of the 
intrusion of French despotism, and foe the 
march of Sir John Moore, when his army 
entered the province of Leon, and latterly, 
since the begioning of the j^ear 1810 to the 
following July, it constantly served as a posi^ v 
tioii fo^ the allied army as Jong a& it remained 
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in the province of Beira. On the march of 
that army into Estremadura, its toal ruin 
began with the entry of the hostile army, 
and from the latter being stationary in the 
territory of Pinhel, from July to the 13th of 
September, when it advanced into Estrema- 
dura, and ultimately, in its precipitate and. 
furious retreat to Spain, being in the interim, 
from July to .April, occupied and trodden in 
all parts, by different divisions of tlie enemy> 
marching to avoid the main army, or acting 
in flying parties through the bishoprick, 
sometimes in one part, sometimes in another; 
robbing and ravaging ; inasmuch that, 
according to the most exact information, 
there is not a village which does not exhibit 
the marks of French wickedness in a manner 
more or less horrible. 

It miist likewise be observed, that the 
territory of Pinhelhad previously suffered by 
the passage of the Gallician army to Leon, 
and dnring the war, by the marches and 
military evolutions of different divisions of 
Portuguese militia, at the time they were 
ordered to observe the enemy. 

All these circumstances have concurred to 
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swell the yolume of tlie public and private 
misfortunes of Pinhel to such a degree, that 
in this melancholy point of view, it infinitely 
outdoes all the other bishopricks of this king-^ 
dom, when the variety of armies and their 
divisions which have beep stationary, and 
the still longer stay the enemy made in it are 
considered* The riches of the district, and 
the subsistence of its inhabitants, depend on 
the cultivation of corn and breeding cattle^ 
and as these, two articles, however much" 
wanted for the allied army, became still 
greater objects of French rapine, it is now 
without sheep, oxen and corn, (consisting of 
rye and barley) and consequently without 
subsistence. 

Exclusive of these evils proceeding from 
human causes, the bishoprick of Pinhel 
labours. under others; for besides the epi- 
demic fevers, which have carried off a great 
proportion of its inhabitants, those who 
remain 'have little hope from their scanty 
farms badly worked, and so devastated by 
the enemy, that they produce nothing, and in 
the memory o^ man never was there a more 
unproductive season for the few lands that have 
been cultivated. 
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' I'hfr population of f inhd l^as computed 
at from 30 to 40,000> it is noir redact to two 
thirds; the remainder being carried oflf bj 
violent and natural deaths^ and by emi* 
gration ; such is its present condition. 

The preceding observations of this respected 
prelate^ may be applied with great truth, to 
the other provinces of this kingdom^ which 
have been infested by the presence of the 
enemy. 

Pinhel had only been recently erected into? 
a bishop's see. There is at preient, nq 
establishment of Canons or a cathedral, for, 
which the ground is marked out, but the war 
has put a stop to the work. General Grahana's? 
quarters are in the bishop's palace, a magnifi- 
cent quadrangular structure, having a large 
court in the centre. 

. Pinhel in former times, when the Spaniards 
possessed Almeida, and the whole country 
on the right bank of the Cba, must have 
been a place of great importance, nature 
having evidently marked it out as the frontier 
town of Poitugal. The district betwixt the 
Coa and the Pinhel river is very rocky, and 
appears unsusceptible of cultivation. 
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LETTER XLV, 

Crcneral remtirkson die Mccessfiil CaoipaigBof 1811v-«-0bMl^ 
vations resipeetiiig the Spaoasfa Guerillas^ &c. 

The reeent success^ of Lord WeUington, 
(estnnot fail of producing a beneficial effect 
upon the minds of theSpaniards> by encoU^^ 
raging a continuance of their efforts, to resist 
the progress of the invader, but must also 
be regarded with a corresponding interest^ 
by the other nations of fiurope, who have 
been hitherto led to consider the troops of 
Napoleon invincible4 If roused by the 
tnofal feeling virhich these glorious events 
seem most forcibly calculated to inspire, the 
powers of the continent, should shake off 
the apathy^ with which they have too long 
beheld the strides of the modern Alexander, 
and laying aside those pretty contemptible 
jealousies of each other, which Buonaparte 
has but too socoessfuUy promoted as the 
means of increasing his own power, then 
there is yet a hope, that the tyrant may be 
hurkd from his throne, pnd the genius of 
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liberty once more erect his standard on tfie 
Continent of £uro{>e» 

To the powerful influence which the dis- 
^ace of Massena must produce on the caus^f 
of Spain, and in the eyes of its inhabitants^ 
is* to be added the high character, obtained 
iin.the course of the late operations, by. the 
Portugaese. Two years have scarcely 
elapsed, since these troops j which now shine 
so conspicuously in the defence of their 
country,, were an un-armed, ill-cloatbed, 
nn-accoutred, un-disciplined rabble, now 
they possess in an eminent degree^ the best 
qualities of warriors, and have proved them-i 
selves *^ worthy of contending in the same 
^^ ranks with British soldiers/' This happy 
object has been accomplished by the liberal, 
policy of taking;3Q,0(X) Portuguese into Bri- 
tish pay, and placing them under British 
officers of experience and talent. The mea-^ 
sure has been crowned with such complete 
success, that it appears most desirable to 
extend this system .over the whole Penin^ 
sula. . 

The population of Spain even in its present 
state is fully adequate to maintain an army 
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^f 200,(J00 meh,; inidependent of the Ouerilla 
force, and of that number 30 or 40,000 might 
:be takea into Britii^ pay, and trainied by 
. British dffiders on tbe shint footinj? as thfe 
Pbrtuguese^ In the formation of these troops. 
f& dise regard would . of course be hstd to the 
xsharacfcer and feelings of this' high-minded 
|)eople. A proportion of British superior 
ioffioens in no instance exceeding one half, 
should be allotted to each regiment, and this 
distribution might tend to prfcvent any jea- 
lousies arising among men although of dif- 
ferent nations^ yet fighting under the i^ame. 
^tandard, and united in one glorious cause. 
Those officers who have served in the penin- 
sula, and have acquired a knowledge of the 
Spanish language and national character " 
should of course be preferred to assist in the 
formation of these levies, the establishment 
of which is in perfect unison with the wise 
and extended policy hitherto pursued in th6 
conduct of the' present war, and the necessity 
tif meeting the efforts of the enemy with in- 
creased means, becomes every day more ap*- 
parent. But situated as Spain is at this mo- 
mtnt, witli nt^arly all her strong places in the 
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enemy's possession, it would be found: ex** 
tremely difficult to organize and form regular 
bodies of troops, which after . siuchi training 
might be led with a prospect of success 
against the veteran legions of France* To 
promote habits of disdpline, subor^tinatioa 
and the other qualities requisite in the com- 
position pf a soldier's character, a length of 
time is necessary, and the quiet of a garrison 
at a distance from the actual theatre of wan 
In Gallicia, while it remains free from the 
enemy's presence, dep6ts might be found for 
the new levies ; but, should the i^stem above 
alluded to be adopted, the frontiers, of Por- 
tugal seem peculiarly pointed out for the rie* 
ception arid formation of Spanish battalions 
in the pay of Britain. : 

At present, the only troops, in Spajit, 
which carry on a successful warfare against 
the French, are tlie .Guerillas, or arnied' pea- 
santry, and it may be fairly presumed, that 
they are incited to attack the enemy's con*^ 
voys, and straggling partiesras mudh by the 
hope of plunder,, as from motives of patrio- 
tism. This cannot be supposed to influence 
the: minds ,q£ their gallajit chiefs, but the 
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{^asant, : wheii compelled by the ravages of 
war to abandon the scenes of peaceful indus^ 
try, wken tto longer abte to pursue his usual 
avocations, becomes of necessity a soldieri 
and assumes the military character, w the 
only means of supporting his existence. . It 
is of these materials that the Guerilla force 
is principaHy cbmposed, a hardy peasantry, 
despising danger and enduring the vicis.si- 
tudes of the seasons, and every species of 
&tigue and privation with the fortitude of 
ancient Rofnans; minutely acquainted with 
the almost impetietrable recessies of their na- 
tivei land, its deep extensive forests and dis- 
tant .glens, the situation of its rivers and the 
devious paths which lead to their mountain 
holds, above all, receiving early intelligence 
of every movement madie by the foe; it i«i 
not surprising therefore, that such a body 
sudden^ a^d determined in attack, should 
carry terror and dismay, even into the ranks 
of the French soldiery, who have on num^^* 
rous occasions, suffered most sev^ely in their 
conflicts witib these self-^formed bands, some 
of* which constantly hover in the neighbour- 
hood of the capital/ and at times, appearing 
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l>eftA*e the gfttes of Madrid, alBxim the usur^ 
per initJba very moment of faocied security. 
Bntitia perfectly evident tfc^t the deliv€T«t 
ance- of Spain, can never be atchieved by the 
efforts oyfi a forcfe^so widely constituted^ how- 
ever useful it may be, and successful^ as. it 
has <t>fteai proved agaiiist small parties: of the 
enemy in their desultory, yet impetuous 
attacks. 

The armies which have overrim the conti^ 
nent and have rais^ed the character^ of France 
as a military nation, beyond- any formet 
period of its history, can o»ly be successfully 
opposed by troops of a similar description 
inured to habits of regular ^varfare, and ac- 
customed to itndergo the greatest hard^bipfii 
of which the human frame isrcapablev- With 
an ^my thus organized^ commanded by of^ 
ficers of approved merit, and posse^rsing the 
eorffidence of their troops, Spain, aided by 
the vast resources of Great Britaih, n*ay yet 
anticipate a feivourable result to the preserit 
contest, and finally accom plish the expulsion 
of the modern barbarians andtlieir saugui-* 
nary leaders beydnd the Pyrenees. 
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THU END. ^ 
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